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SEA-LIFE OF TOM BOWLINE
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THE

Toxm Bowring, the son of an humble
farmer, from his earliest years formed
an attachment to the life of a sailor. His

parents tried to incite in him a love for
agricultural pursuits. But invamn. He

had no inclination the

plough Hi:}v‘m"v: s, afler

finding it impossible to direct him otl
wise, at last permitted him to follow the
bent of his inclinations. He therefore
prepared to make his first voyage in the
ship (xmhﬂp‘vm, of which his Uncle Ma-
son was cap

n. His father and mother

i
hoped that oune voyage would be suffi-
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cient to convince their son of the reality
of the dangers and hardships of the i
be had chosen. When the time arrived 5

for the vessel to sail, our hero took leave

of his family,and was received on board

as one of the crew.

5
cu mm“tl to 1‘,4‘-J was ‘l"“" g

\

niu'. s'w, y encoun-
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6 THE YOUNG SAILOR.

in an instant, such of the sails as had
not been completely secured. The ses
k
her quite up, now and then breaking
over her with such fury as to sweep ev.

beat against the ship as if it would bre

erything before it. Poor Tom ‘was all

this while nearly out of his wits with

ke could not hold up his head.

t
After various adventures they entered

, touchi
Indi

went to China, where they took in a

cargo, and then set sail ft

r New South

© course wus uninterrupt-

, One morning,

e, the ship struck upou

and

their endeavors to cet
her off were unsuccessful ; so they final-
:h

the shore. Part of the crew got upon

ly resolved to leave her and try to res

a raft which they had made, and the re-

mainder took to the boat.

As the wind
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blew very hard, they were unable to
keep together long; the raft drifted out
to sea, and was never heard of acain.
Luckily for Tom, he had
boat with his uncle. But their provisions

ot into the

were soon gone, the burning sun shone
down upon their heads, and they had
not a drop of water to wet their lips.
“Oh!” cried Tom, «I wish I was safe
at the dea 1”  And

the tears came into his eyes as he thought

old cottage

of his kind father and mother,
After sailing several days, during which
they were forced to work at the oar:

though they were suffering horribly from

hung

er and thirst, they reached Banguay

Y

a small nd which lies to the north of

Borneo. Here they found water.

nd, the
/s. To these Captain Ma-
ted food ;

and he offered them some silver spoons

bout the is

As they ramblec

met two Mala

son made signs that they v

which he had saved from the wreck, in
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exchange. The Malays soon brought
them some cocoa-nuts and sweet pota-
sailors took to their boat,

toes, which th

and left the island.

ch they
had taken at the island was soon gone,

and ¢

stock of water w

The sma

in the m.tuulm ite crew suffered

thirst. At length they

reachied a group of islands, where they
i ¥

> attacked by some Malays, and all

taker

prisoners. They were carried to

island ¥ ] 1 . 1  OTY
the island of Suba, where they were

cruel

}{0‘1“f many months in the

1
e P
'w es in all but one, they

in that, with the

's soon discovered the fl

1ers, but were unable to

overtake them, because it took so leng

ilors had

o

to repair the boats which the
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The poor fellows ar

ed safe a
Rio, where they found some kind coun
trymen, who fed and clothed them, and
p ges in a ship bound te
their own country.

id their pass

On the voyage home,a melancholy in-
nt occurred w

ich made so deep an
ion upon Tom’s mind that he will
never for,

impres

rot

ot it, and alws: 1ys alludes to it
when speaking of his experience of the
v. Tom had read

marvellous stories of the

of a sail

1d this incident gave him an op-

¢
of

judging of the truth of the
with whi

ilors are foud of

¢ gaping landsmen. They

one of the stopping-pl

water or other

s, when it became necessary to take

in water to fill up the empty casks,
While a Po

loyed in this duty, he unfortunately
loyed tl luty, 1 fort 1

rtu

ese seaman was em-

(O

‘balanced himself and fell overboard.
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The sea being calm, and the man an ex-
cellent swimmer, no danger was appre-
hended on his account. The first mate
and four of the crew prepared to de
scend to his as

stance in the captain’s

which hung astern, but owing to the

hun\' of the moment the boat was care-

lessly L ered by the run,and the whole
party immersed. No time was of cot
S

lost in getting out another boat, but be-
fore it could be lowered the man in the
foretop shouted out—

make haste, men, for your

general rush was instantly made to the
sides and bow of the vessel, which by
this time had been put about, and the
spars and rigging became also crowded
with anxious spectators. A scene of
fearful interest presented itself to view,
and almost every man’s cheek became
)

blanched w horror. 'Within about

e, who was

twenty feet of the first n
swimming toward the vessel, utterly un-
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conscious of the proximity of his dan-
gerous neighbor, was an enormous shark,
whose extended jaws were already pre-
pared to engulf his unsuspecting victim.

On seeing those on board point at
some object behind him (for hear he
could not at a distance), the latter looked
round, and became paralyzed with ter-
TO! The monster was on the point of
seizing him, when the second boat ar-
rived opportunely to his assistance, and
picked him up. Cheated of his prey,
the shark made for another of the strug-
gling men, and succeeded in laying hold
of a poor fellow named Andrews, who

could not swim, and who was supporting
himself on a hen-coop that had just been
thrown overboard to him. An implor-
ing look and an agonizing scream, that
went to the heart of every one present,
told all was over with the unfortunate
and the next minute the calm and

mar

mirror-like surface of the waters was
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THE YOUNG SAILOR. 13

erimsoned with his blood. The re-
mainder of the party reached the boat in
safety ; but the fate of their companion,
and the narrowness of their own escape,

had s

ch an effect upon them, that two

of their number were confined to their

hammocks for nearly ten days after.
When the mate, who happened to be
one of them, rose from his bed, his hair

had turned as white as snow !

Tom was put on shore near his father’s

sidence, by a boat.  Afier landing, he
v the boat return, and then

o ficure of the ship,

d the reced

borne majestically away by a
rly out of

strong wind, till it was ne

ht, and then s toward

ected his stey

e had left with such jo

elore.

ions, more than three year

‘hed his father’s cottage with

far different fee rom those with
d left it. He had grown

much, and was so worn out with toil

which Le
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that he looked much lik
an <lu man. Indeed, his parents rec-
ed him with difficulty. His f
ings, when he reached the door of !Lu
cottz

tage, completely overpowered him
\\'iﬂl Hu' kind um] careful nur

hu! the scenes he had gone
completely cured hi

im of his love for the
sea.

s the

He now rem at ]H’hn‘ with his
parents, and admonis}
friends not to seek

> uncertain ocear
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