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THE PASSIONATE CHILD,

Trere was ouce a little girl named Kllen. She was sometimes very
good, but she had a bad way of being very often in a passion, and her
mamma took great pains to break her of it, as it made every one dis-
like her, and her mamma wished every one to love her.

She was at breakfast one day, and her slice of bread and butter fell
from her hand on the floor , instead of saying to her nurse “ Pick up
my bread and butter, if you please,” she called out, “Pick it up, pick
it up, T say ; I will have it,—get it for me.”

Her good Nurse said, “Miss Ellen, when you ask me for it ina
proper manner. I shall take pleasure in getting it for you ; but not
till then.”




Instead of doing as her Nurse told her, and as a good little girl
would have done, Ellen began to scream and cry, and threw down
her cup, spilling the milk all over the table ; and when Nurse took
her down from the chair, to put her in another room, away from her
little sisters, who were sitting at the same table with her, T am sorry
to tell you, this naughty girl kicked her good Nurse.

Think what a very bad little girl this was | Poor Nurse was quite
vexed and ready to cry, to see the little child which she had taken so
much care of, use her in such a cruel manner. As Ellen’s kind mam-
ma was just then passing the door, to go up stairs, she heard the noise.
and went into the room. There she saw her poor passionate little
Ellen just in the act of kicking her Nurse! She stood still for some
time looking on, and thinking what a very wicked child her dear little
Ellen was. At last she asked the Nurse to hand her a strong wide
ribbon,—and then she said to Ellen, “T am very sorry to see that you




do not know the proper usc of your feet, and therefore I shall take
away the use of them from you.”

She then took the wide ribbon, and having put Ellen on a small
stool, she tied her legs together with it, so that she could not walk ;
she then left her in a room by herself, and told Nurse not to untie her
till she gave her leave.

It was a very fine summer morning ; the sun shone bright, and the
little birds sang sweetly in the trees ; w vhile Ellen's sisters and brothers,
having all been good children, were ]wrnuttcd to take a ramble in the
fields. But poor Ellen ! she was foreed to it on a stool, with her
feet tied ; she tried to get up, but found that she could not walk, so
she was obliged to sit down again, and sadly vexed she was.

Her Nurse, who was very good to her, and loved her still, atthongh
she had kic ul her, went into the room to see her. Ellen asked her
to untic the ribbon ; but nurse said, “No, Miss Ellen, that T can not




do, for your mamma has thought it right to tie your fect ; but 1 wil
go down and ask her to forgive you.”

‘While Nurse was gone down stairs to ask Ellen’s mamma to forgive
her, Ellen thought she would never get in such a passion with her
Nurse again.

But her mamma would not let her be untied ; she was so angry
with her, that, though it was very kind in Nurse to intercede for her,
yet she said she should stay where she was till dinner time ; and if she
cried about it, she should sit there again after dinner. The Nurse then
went out to take a walk with one of her little sisters, and Ellen was
left alone ouce more. Very unhappy was the poor naughty girl, and
very long the time seemed to her, in which she sat there with her feet
tied, and without any thing to do. At last dinner time came and her
mamma came up and untied the knot, and Ellen said she was very
sorry for her naughty and cruel conduct.



So her mamma took her by the hand and led her down stairs, telling
her she was glad to see her feel s for her fault, and she hoped this
would be a lesson to her not to be so bad again,

Ellen was not happy or merry all day, from thinking of her bad con-
duct in the morning ; and she took great care for a long time, not to

2k any one again. But one day as her Nurse was dressing hcx, she
“ould nut stnnrl stil', but ran about the room, and her Nursu the
trouble of running qlt\x * her

At last she xnul v well, Miss Ellen, you may now run about
as much as you plmw T will not dress you atall” Ellen did not like
hed to be dressed, for she knew that the governess and
r older sisters would be ]mpt waiting for her ; but then she did not
l\kc to stand still, which was very silly in the little girl ; for how could
Nurse tie her dress or apron if she ran about all the time,




When she found Nurse would not dress her, she began to ery and
screamed out, “I will be dressed ; you shall dress me” But when
Nurse told her she would not do it unless she asked her in a proper
manner, she lifted up her hand and hit her good Nurse three or four
hard slaps on the arm, which made her arm quite red.

The Nurse said, *“ O, fie! Miss Ellen ! now you must go down to
breakfast without being dressed ; and what a shame that will be 17

Then she took Ellen and led her to the breakfast room, and told
the governess what the naughty child had done.

As the children sat at breakfast, their mamma came in to see them,
When she had curtsied to the governess, she asked if they were all
good ?  But looking round, she said, *What is the matter with Miss
Ellen? she looks as if she had been a bad girl” The governess then
toll Ellen's mamma v she had done ; and ps soon as the heoakfost




was over, her mainna tied her hands behind her, and pat her in a cor
ner. “For,” said she, ““hands were given us to hold our knife, and fork,
and spoon, and to play with our dolls when we are young, and to work
with when we are grown up ; but not to strike with. And so I shall

now tie your hands as I did your feet the other da

Poor Ellen found this was worse than having her fect tied ; she
wished to dress her doll, but could not ; she wished to play with a new
set of little tea things which her mamma had given her when she was
good 5 but she found that when her hands were tied she could not do
any thing that she liked. She cried very much ; but that was of no
nse, and she could not even wipe her eyes.

At length her governess came and looked into the room to see if
Ellen was sorry for her fault, and would try to be a good girl. She
foun  the little girl very sorry, and quite willing to become good  Se




the governes$ went to her mamma and begged her to forgive Ellen,
Then Ellen’s mother went into the room where she was, and untied her
hands, and let her come out of the corner ; and very glad she was to
get her hands free once more ; she went immediately to her Nurse and
begged her pardon, as well as her dear mamma’s, and then resolved
she would never kick or strike any one again.

Little Ellen now thought she would no longer be such a wicked girl
She saw that she had grieved the best of mother’s by her disobedience,
and made herself very unhappy ; so instead of continuing obstinate and
gret(ul, she soon became the most obedient and docile child in the
family.
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