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Hagle.

Here is an eagle. He is like a
hawk, but is a great deal larger
and stronger. He is so powerful
that he can kill a lamb, and carry
it off into the air. I have read in
a book, too, that an eagle in Scot-
land once came down, and took up
a little child im its claws, and car-




ried it off through the air to a moun-
tain. On the mountain the eagle
had a nest, with .hrce young ones
init. 26 lw e the child to
its young one y did not

z ‘\ut th
eat it. 'The father of the child saw
the eagle carry his son away; he
ran as fast as hu could to the moun-
tain, and climbed up the steep rocks

- tothe eagle’snest. 'I'here he found
his littlesboy, with the
young eagles. him out
of the nest, and ried him home
to his mother, who w

ras very glad
to see him, aﬁcr his dangerous
journey.
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Grooscander.

This is a large water bird, that
looks very much like a goose. It
frequents the northern shores of
Scotland. It weichs only two

pounds. The head and nec
black, 5710~sv \x‘ic‘l green; the rest
of the neck 1 the belly white;
the upper part ol the back is black,
and the breast is reddish, mixed
with black and white,

re




Widgeon.

This bird weighs about twenty-
two ounces; it has a black nail at
the end of the upper mandible of
the bill, the upper part of which is
of a lead color; the structure of
the head and mouth very much re-
sembles the common wild duck,
only the head does not seem to be




g
quite so large, in proportion to the
body

The feathers on the back are
brown; the legs and feet are of a
dark lead color, and the claws
black. The young of both sexcx
are gray, and this hue they retain
till February, when the plumag:
of the male begins to assume its
variegated tints. He is said to re-
tain his bright colors till the end
of July, and then to become dark
and gray.

Widgeons are common in Cam-
oridgeshire, England, the Isle of
Ely, &c. where the male is called
he Widgcon, and the female the
Whewer. They feed upon wild
periwinkles, grass, weeds, &c.
which grow at the bottom of rivers
and lakes. Their flesh has avery
delicious taste, not inferior to teal
or wild ducks.




This bird is remarkably light in
proportion to its bulk, scarcely
weighing three pounds and a half,
yet expanding a breadth of wing
which is five feet from tip to tip.
Its bill is very long; its claws are
bony and sharp, and the middle-
most toothed like (et th

armed as it appears
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indolent and cowardly, and flies
even at the approach of” a sparrow-
hawk. When driven to extremity,
however, it shakes off its timidity.
and displays both courage and skill
This bird commits great devasta-
tion in fr water, “and there is
scarcely a fish, however large, thal
he will not sirike at and wound,
though unable to carry it away
He chiefly subsists, however, upon
the small fry, that are driven by
their more powerful fellows to take
refuge in shallow waters. His me-
thod is to wade as far as he can go
into the water, and there p“me.nly
wait the approach of his prey;
which, when it comes within sight,
he darts upon with an inevitable
aim., in this manner he is found
to destroy more in a week, than an
otter in three mouths,
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Bittern.

hercn, with a weaker bill, not above
four inches long. Its color is of
a pulish yellow, spotted with black.
Its windpipe is fitted to produce a
dismally hollow beoming, for which
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this bird is very remarkable. It
resembles the interrupted bellowing
of a bull, but is hollower.and loud-
er, and is heard at a mile’s distance,
as if issuing from some formidable
being that resided at the bottom of
the waters.

The flesh of the bittern is con-
sidered a great luxary. When
wounded by the sportsman, it often
makes a severe resistance. It does
not reiire, but waits the onset, and
gives such vigorous pushes with its
bill, as to wound the leg through
the boot. Sometimes it turns on
its back, and fights with both its
bill and its claws. When surprised
by a dog, it is said always to throw
itself into this posture and defend
itself so nrmrn|1~ly asto compel its
assailant to retire. The eyes of
its antagonist are the object at which
it chiefly strikes.




iis bird is found on the sea-
shores of Ilurope, Asia, and Ame-
rica. It builds no nest, but lays
generally three eggs, upon the sur-
face of the drift dry grass, on the
beach or salt marsh.” These are
covered by the female only during
the night, or in wet, raw, and stor-
my weather. They are of a yel-
lowish dun color, sprinkled with

)




r‘ml, brown gene
rally produced a fa day
o from each other, and are re-
gularly fed for several weeks, be-
fore their wings are sufficiently
grown to enable them to fly.

The tern measures above four
teen inches in length, thirty in ex
tent, and weighs more than four
ounces.

Tl
Sea-Sw
is not in the s
style of the land s
motions of its long w are slow-
er, and more in the er of th
gull. Tt has 1: power of wing,
and strength in the muscles of the
n«’cl( which enable it to se sud
den and violent plu n its prey
from a considgrable beight.

bird is sometimes called the
, however,
shooting
but the

low. Its

es




The curlew is a well-known bird,
which in winter frequents sea-coasts
and marshes, feeding chiefly on
frogs and marine insects. In sum-
mer they retire to the mountainous
and unfrequented parts to breed.
They differ much in size, some
weighing thirty-seven ounces, and
some not twenty-two; the length
of the largest is twenty-five inches.
Its bill is long. black, and much
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curved. The upper parts of the
plumage are of a pale brown; the
lower parts are white, marked with
dark oblong spots. ‘T'he female is
gomewhat larger than the male,
which is commonly called the Jack
Curlew.

Birds of this class reside in wa-
fery places, and their constitution
seems peculiarly calculated for the
cold; for they evidently choose the
gnost rigid climates, and migrate to
this country when other birds re-
move from hence. As birds of this
species run swiftly, and feed upon
the ground, so they are all found
10 nestle there ; their nests are made
without the slightest art, and the
eggs laid in some little hollows;
they never lay more than four in
number, and they are generally
hatched in fourteen days.




out of the

vith its long bill, aud jts fesh
ersally adinired,
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! RUFUS MERRILL,
PUBLISHER,

Boskseller & Blank Buok
Y MANUFACTURER,

229

Opposite Gass’ Hotel,
Main Street,--CONCORD, N, H,

Constantly for sale @ general
agsortment of
School,Classical, Theologi=
caland 'ﬂisce]aneeusﬂooks,
Sheet Music, Bibles, Testa=
ments, various sizes and Bindings.
X —ALSO—

Blank Account. Memoran-
*dom and Writing Books,
I’aper. Ink, Quills, Wufers,
Sealing-W ax, Steel Pens, =
Slates, Slate & Lead Penciis.

R. M., is General Agent for :AH
Reviews, Magazin
riodicals, and will furnish thcm
at the Publishers’ prices.

Booksellers, Country Merchants,
School Committees, Teachers and

& others, supplicd at low prices. All

Orders prompily att>nded to.
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