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FRIENDLY VISIT
HOUSE OF MOURNING

In the day of adversity consider.
ECCL. Vii. 14.

Many are the sayings of the Wise

In ancient and modern books enroll'd

Extolling Patience..

But to th’ afflicted in ks pangs their sound

Little prevails ; or rather seems a tune

Harsh, and of dissonant mood from his com-
plaint,

Unless he feel within

Some source of consolation from above ;

Secret rctrEshmga that repair his strength,

And fainting spirits uphold.
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A FRIENDLY VISIT, &c.

——

YOUR prefent afflition, my dear
frieid, demands fomething more than
the uiual forms of condolence. Sorrow,
which like yours, cannot be prevented,
may yet be alleviated and improved. This
is my defign in addreffing you, and
if I feem to intrude upon your retire-
ment, let my motive be my apology.
Having felc how much letter it is to go to
the houfe of mourning than to the houfe of
Jeafting ; (Ecel. vii. 2.) having received
my belk Lefans, Companions, and even
Comforts in it 5 I would adminifter from
my little fock of experience : and while
I thus endeavour to affif your medita-
tions, fhall rejoice if I may contribute,
though but a mite, to your comfort.

Were I, indeed, acquainted with the
peculiar circumftances of your lofs, I



thould employ particular confiderations :
but my prefent addrefs can have only a
general aim ; which is to acquaint the
heart, at a favourable moment, with its
grand concerns; to give it a ferious im-
preflion when foftened ; and an heavenly
direction when moved ; Let us, therefore,
fit down humbly together in this houfe of
mourning : If the beart of the wife be
Jfound (Eccl. vii. 4.) here, your experi-
ence, I hope, will prove that here alfo it
is formed : and let us calmly contemplate
fome momentous Objecs intimately con-
nected with it, and viewed with peculiar
advantage from it.

Our GOD is the firft of thefe objects .
with him we feldom form any clofe ac-
quaiatance till we meet him in trouble,
He commands filence now, that He may
be heard ; and removes intervening ob-
je@ts, that He may be feen. A Sove-
rE1eN Disro appears, who, as Lord
of all, hath only refumed what he lent ;
whofe will is the law of his creatures ;
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and who exprefsly declares his will in the
prefent afflition. We fhould ferioufly
confider, that all allowed repugnance to
the determinations of his government,
(however made known to us) is fin ; and
that every wifh to alter the appointments
of his wifdom is folly : we know not what
awe aft.—When Gop difcovers himfelf in
any matter, thofe who know him, awill
keep filence before him. (Hab. ii. 20.) Shall
he that contendeth with the Almighty inflrué&
him ? How jult was the reply ; ¢Behold I
am wile ! what fball I anfwer thee 2 I awill
lay my hand upon my mouth.’ (Job xl. 2, 4.)

This filent fubmiffion under trying dif-
penfations, is varioufly exemplified as
well as inculcated in the fcriptures. An
awful inftance of fin and forrow occurs in
the family of Aaron; his fons difregar-
ded a divine appointment, and there awent
out fire from the Lord, and devoured them ;
but Aavon held his peace. (Lev. x. 2. 8.)
Eli, in fimilar circumftances, filenced his
heart with this fingle but fufficient confi-




deration, © [t is the Lord.” (1 Sam. iii.
18.) David; undera ftroke which he de-
clares confumed him, obferves, I was
dumb, [opened not my mouth; becanfe THOU
didp i’ (Pfa. xxxix. 9.) And Job, when
fiript of every comfort, bleffed the name
of Him who took away, as well as gave.
(Job i. 21.) Whatever be the nature of
your calamity, may it be attended with
fuch an humble and child-like spirit ds
thefe poffeffed !

But the Sovereign Difposer is alfo the
Compaflionate Father, Among other in-
ftances of his tendernefs, you may have
obferved the peculiar fupports he affords
under peculiar srials. Let us mark, and
acknowledge, the hand which mingles
mercy with judgment, and alleviation
with diftrefs. The parents I have juft
mentioned loft their children under ¢ir-
cumftances far more diftrefling than
yours :—The defire of your eyes (if not
the idol of your heart) was, perhaps, al-
moft a firanger : you firove hard to de-
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7§ tain it, but He, who took the young chil-
dren into his arms and blefled them, took

yours ; and taking it, feemed to fay,
What Ido thou knoweft not now, but thou
Jfealt know hereafier 5 (Jobn xiii. 7.) pa-
tiently fuffer this little ene to come ynto mey
Jor of fuch is my kingdom (Matt, x. 14.)
compofed :—Verily 1 fay unto you, that in
heaven their angels do always bebold the face
% of my Father. (Matt. xviii. 10.) “If I
take away your child, I take it to my-
felf—Ts not this infinitely beyond any
. thing you could do forit? Could you
#>  fay to it, if it had lived, ¢ Thou fhalt
weep no more, the days of thy mourning are
ended 2 (Ifa. xxx. 19.) Could you fhew
it any thing in this world like the glory of
God, and of the Lamb ? (Rev. xxii. 23.)
Could you raife it to any honor here like
receiving a crown of life 2 (James i, 12.)
R The voice of a “Father of mercies
i ¥ and a God of all comfort,” (2. Cor.
i. 8.) fpeaks as diftinély in the death
as in the birth of an infant. “A




voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation
and bitter weeping ; Rachel, weeping for
her children, refufed to be comforted, be-
caufe they were not. Thus faith the
Lord, ¢ Refrain thy voice from weeping,
and thine eyes from tears, for there is
hope in thine end, faith the Lord, that
thy children fhall come again to their own
border.” (Jer. xv. 17.) «It is not the
will of your heavenly Father that one of
thefe little ones fhould perifh.” (Matt.
xviii. 14.)

Is it a pious friend that has juft yielded
up his breath ? The fame voice feems to
fay, ¢ Turn from him, or rather turn
from his clay—his faded garments.—He
himfelf “is taken from the evil to come ;
he is entered into peace.”” (Ifa. lvii. 1, 2.)

When the able Minifter, the exempla-
ry Parent, or the faithful Partner depart,
a confternation often feizes the circles
which they blefled. We are fo ftunned
by the fudden blow, or occupied with the
diftrefling circumfances, that we fcarce-

" 3
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1 ly can hear God faying, ¢ Fear not, I,
A even I, 'am he that comforteth you :”
(Ifa. li. 12-) I, your Father, am yet a-

live ; I gave you your departed friend ;

I fent every benefit which was conveyed

through him ; truk me for bleflings yet

in ftore ; trust me with him, and with

¥ e yourselves.”
e’ Whatever notions cne who lives awith-
L out God in the world may form of dying,

we fhould leare from his word to regard

it merely as a Tranflation,—a change in

i which nothing is loft which is really valu-
5 able. As furely as we believe that Fefus
died and rofe again, 1o [urely do we believe

that them alfo which flecp in Fefus, will God

bring aith bim. (1 Thess. iv. 14)

Taught of God, we thould view Lofes,
Sicknefs, Pain, and Death, but as the

feveral trying ftages by which a goed

N man, like Jofeph, is conducted from a
N Tent to a Court.  Sin his diforder ; Gbrift
his phyfician ; Pain his medicine ; the

Bible his fupport 5 the Grave his bed ; and

A2




Death itfelf an Angel, expresfly fent to
releate the worn-out Labourer, or crown
the faithful Soldier. «I heard a voice
from heaven, faying unto me, Write,
bleffed are the dead, whick die in the Lord
from henceforth : Yea, faith the Spirit,
that they may reft from their labours ;

and their works follow them. (Rev. xiv. ,_
18.) =
But admitting the ftate of your depar- |

ted Friend to be doubtful, yet in all cafes

that are really fo, let us cultivate honour-

able thoughts of Gob ; let us remember i
the Fairrurur CreaToz. Righteoufnefs A
is his throne, though clouds furround it. !
Whatever he has left ofcure we may fafe-

ly leave him to explain.  Let us recolle&

that, amidft innumerable obfcurities, he

hath made things ckar in proportion as

they are important ; and therefore repeat-

edly urges it upon our confcience, that G-
the door is ftill open to ws ;—that it is aw-
ful to Rand before it unrefolved :—that we
muft truft him to-day ;—and that to-moz-




tow he will equally remove our conjectures
and our complaints.

Perhaps you are ready to reply, «I
have heard many fuch things : and 1alfo
could fpeak as you do, if your foul were
in my foul’s ftead : (Job xvi. 2, 4.) but
my heart, and my expeéations are fo
chrufbed by this blow, that I can hear
nothing but thy bruife is incurable and
thy wound grievous ;—thou haft no heal-
ing medicines.” (Jer. xxx. 12, 13.)

Beware, however, of falling into their
fin who * limited the Holy one of Ifrael.”
(Pfalm lxxviii. 41.) There is a charge
continually brought againﬂ man, that
in his troubles, the Source and the Re-
fource are equally forgotten. ¢ Though
afli®tion cometh not forth of the duft,
(Job v. 6.)— yet mone faith, Where
is God my Maker, who giveth Songs in
the Night ? (Job xxxv. 10.) Endeavour
then, in extremities, to recolle&t an ALi-
surrielENT FR1pND--a very prefent Here
in trouble. He at lealt may add (as he
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does in the paffage juft alluded to) I
will reftore health unto thee, and I will
hea] thee of thy wounds, faith the Lord.”
Cannot the voice which rebuked a tem-
peftuous fea, calm our troubled fpirits ?
Is his hand fhortened at all, that he can-
not blefs our latter end, like Job’s ¢more
than the beginning ? (Job xlii. 12.) Isit
not the Lord ¢ that maketh poor, and
maketh rich ; that bringeth low and lif-
teth up ? (1 Sam. ii. 7.) Many, whofe
hearts have been defolate like yours,
while they have looked around, have at
length “looked vrwarp unto Him, and
been lightened ? (Plalm xxxiv. 5.) (A
fingle promife has afforded them not only
relief, but firong confolation.

Let us, therefore, my dear friend,
« turn again to this firong hold as prifo-
ners of hope: even to-day can he render
double unto us. (Zech. ix. 12.) Let us
look to Abraham’s Gop, and his encour-
agement is ours; « Fear not,—I am Gop
ArmicHTy—q. d.” (Gen. xvii. 1.) I




am all fufficient in all cafes: I am enough;
«and able to do exceeding abundantly
above all you afk or think.” (Eph. iii.
20.) I have taken away thy gourd, but
Joft thou well to be angry #~—have 1 left
nothing for thankfulnefs ? this world
however cannot be your home, nor its ob-
jedts your confolation : they are all too poor
for the foul of man. Look unto Me and
be faved : (Ifa. xlv. 22 )—* Acquaint
thyfelf with Me and be at peace :” (Job
xii 21.)—< Follow Me and you fhall not
walk in darknefs, but have the light of
life”” (Jobn viii, 12.) However dark
and diftreffing the prefent ftate of things
may appear, ¢ commit thy fatherlefs
children to my care, T will preferve them
alive; and let the widows truft in me.”
(Jer. xlix. T}

Still the beloved obje@ is gone, and
your heart follows it. You can fearcely
receive counfel from infinite Wifdom, or
comfort from Omnipotence. To every
fielh encouragement you are ready to

=




reply, “ Wilt thou fhew wonders to
the dead >—fhall the dead arife and
praife thee >—thall thy loving kindnefs
be declared in the grave ? or thy faith-
falnefs in deftru@ion ?” (Pfalm Ixxxviii.
10, 11.) His word repeatedly affures you
they fhall ; and that “all that are in the
graves fhall hear his voice ;7 (John. v.
28.) but it informs you alfo, that he can
do abundantly more for the living than
merely reftore their dead friends, or re-
vive their fainting fpirits ;—it teaches you
that he can fandify the feparation,—that
he can give a divine life to the furvivor,
¢ though dead in treffpaffes and fins,”
(Eph. ii. 1.) and infeparably unite both
in his kingdom. If the Comforter could
make up for the lofs of Chriff's bodily
prefence ; yea, make it even ¢ expedient
that ue fhould go away ;” (Tohn xvi 7.)
how much more can he fupply the place
of every creature !

May this ComrorTEr, writing his word
in your mind, help you to fay with a
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confidence highly honourable to himfelf
and his Gofpel, <My poor perifhing
gourd is, indeed, withered a day before
1 expe@ed it ;—my broken reed is gone ;
—but God is left,— a father to the fa-
therless,—an husband to the widow,”
(Pfalm lxviii. 5.)—¢and now Lod,
what wait I for 2 truly my hope is in thee.
(Pfalm xxxix. 7.) Thou canft give me,
« in thine houfe, a place and a name bet~
ter than of fons and of daughters, eveny
an everlafting name which fhall not be
cut off 3 (Ifa. Ivi. 5.) and therefore,
« though the fig-tree fhall not bloffom,,
neither fhall fruit be in the vine, yet 1
will rejoice in the Loro, 1 will joy in the
Gobp o my saryation.” (Hab. iii. 17,
18.)

Once more 3 let us endeavour, at fuch
{eafons as thefe, to recognize a Gracious
Monitor. Whenever the Lord firikes,
he fpeaks. Let usliften at fuch a time as
this with humble attention, yet with holy
eonfidence, for it is the voice of a Fricady
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—a wonderful Counfellor. Let us with
the Prophet refclve to afcend the tower
of obfervati and obferve what He aill
Jay unto us, and what we fhall anfwer when
ave are reproved. If with him we thus
watch our mfpenfdnon, at the end, like
his, « it fhall fpeak.” (Hab. ii. 1-—3.)

God is continually raifing up witnefs-
es, and fending them in his name ¢ to
found the alarm in Zion.” (Joelii. 1.)
He charges them to admonith wife, as
well as the foolith Virgins, to beware of
{lumbering, fince the bridegroom is at
hand : and when one is called awady, to
cry to thofe that remain, “« Be ye alfo
Ieady, for in fuch an hour as ye think not,
thL Son of Man cometh.” (Matt. xxiv.

44.) Some indeed, like the fons of Lot,
defperately fcorn the admonition, and
freat it as the fear of dotage.” (Gen.
xix. 14.) Some, like thofe in the Ads,
“are in doubt, faying one to another,
¢ What meaneth this? —and others mock-
ing reply, ¢ Thefe men are full of new

P
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wine.” (Ads ii. 12, 18.) But TruTH,
like a rock furioufly affaulted, but unfha-
ken, remains to fcorn its fcorners : and
while the witneffes continue to bear a
faithful and confiftent teftimony, God,
fooner or later, appears in vindication of
their integrity and his own word. En-
tering a carelefls family, he fmites the
firft-born 3 and, as one that will be heard,
calls aloud, “ Awake, thou that {leepeft ;
arife from the dead, and Chrift fhall give
thee light.” (Eph. v. 14.)

And is it not, my afflicted friend, an
infinite mercy, if, by any means, God
will enter with fuch a /ight—that be will
roufe fuch a fleper #—that, by his minis-
ter Death, he will ‘arreft the attention of
him who has flighted every other minift-
er :—What patience ! what long-fuffer-
ing ! to take fuch a one apart; bring him
: nd occupation into the fecret
t chamber ; fpeak to his heart ;
important truths on it,
fleGing impreflions ! Is it
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not faying, ¢ How fhall I give thee up,
Ephraim ? how fhall I make thee as Ad- 1
mah P* Certain it is, that queftions, which
before only reached the ear, often now, like
barbed arrows, remain fixed in the con-
feience—confcience, no longer fifled or
amufed, difcovers the CoNTENDER, and,
trembling before him, cries, ¢ Thou haft
chaftifed me, and I was chaftifed as a bul~
lock unaccuffomed to the yoke : turn thou ]
me, and I fhall be turned, for thou art
the Lord my God.’t
This, I fay, is often the cafe, and fhonld !

it be realized in yours, as it has been in 2
that of your prefent Vifitor ; if, inftead |
of flying for relief 'to every object but
God, you are brought humbly to his feet
with patient fubmiffion, ferious inquiry,
fervent prayer, holy refolution, and firm
reliance ; if, in a word, by the fevereft
firoke, the enchantment is alfo broken,— i
your foul ¢efcaped as a bird out of the
fare of the fowler,’+ and returned to its

* Hofea xi, 8, 1 Jer xxiii, 18, § Pla, exxiv. 7.
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proper REsT ; what reafon will you have
to fay,

e —

Those we call wretched ave a chosen band.

Amid my List of Blessings :nfinite,

Stand this the foremosty— Zlat my hear:
has bled.

For A1 1 bless Thee ;—Most, for the se-
vere ;

Her deathy—my own at hand

But death at hand (as an old writer

exprefles it) fhould be death in view, and
L; lead us to confider next
3

-~ Owr PROSPECTS from this Houfe
- of Sorrow, as the inhabitants of a prefent
and future world. *Many fuppofe that

they can belt contemplate the prefent world

by crowding the ¢ Houfe of Mirth ;* their

whole deportment, however, fhews that

it makes them much too giddy for ferious

k obfervation : ‘having eyes, they fee not.’t

: Lock at the deceafed, and contemplate
prefent things. His days an band-breadsh ;

* Eccl, vii. 4. + Mark viii. 18.
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—his beauty confumed like the moth-fret.
ten garment ;—his cares and pleafures a
dream ;—his attainments as the grafs,
which flouritheth in the morning, and in
the evening is cut down and withereth ;—
his years a tale ;—his ftrength, labour and
Sforrow. So foon is the whole cut off and i
Sled, that we cannot help repeating with c;
the Pfalmift, ¢ Verily—every man—at his

belt eftate—is altogether vaniTy,+—or

¢ a vapour that appeareth for a little x

while, and then vanifheth away,’t l

Few, perhaps, refle&, when they fol-
low a friend to the grave, that life itfelf A
exhibits little more than a funeral pro- ?
ceffion, where friend follows friend, weep- |
ing to-day and wept for to-morrow.— |
While we are talking of cne, another 5
paffes—we are alarmed, but behold a {
third ! There is, however, relief in this
very refleion : ¢My friend is gone, but >
am I weeping as if I were to flay? Ishe H
fent for in the morning ? in the afternoon I i

k

Pfa, xxxix. and xc. } James iv. 18,
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fhall certainly be called’ Inconfolable
diftrefs, therefore, may ungird our loins,
may wafte our hours, and caufe us to
make fatal miftakes i the journey, but
does not bring us forward a fingle ftep
towards meeting our friends in that fate,
where prefent joys and forrews will be
recolleted only as the dream of a diftem-
pered night.

If, after many former admonitions, an
‘ exemy ftill urged us to climb ; and, as
i we afcended, pointed ¢ to the kingdoms

i of the world and the glory of them ;* if

4= our hearts have been the dupes of the

™ vanifhing profpe&, and our ears eagerly

{ heard the propofal, ¢all thefe things will

I give thee ;+ let us now hear the voice

of a r1END, calling us, though in an un-

expected way, ¢to commune wich our

heart and be fill ;1 to know, at leaft in

this our day of vifitation, the things

T > which belong to our peace ;’§ and alfo
¥ ¥ Matt. iv. 8.t Matt, iv,9. } Pfa.iv. 4.

- § Luke xix, 42,
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what thofe things are which ¢ hide them
from our eyes.”

1t is at fuch feafons as thefe, that we
more cleatly detect the lies of life. It is
in the Houfe of Motitning that, what the
feriptute calls lying vamities, lie peculiar-
Iy naked and expofed. Let us here ex-
amite what fo lately dazzled us. What
now is the ¢ purple and fine linen* thit
caught our eye ? What is it to fare fump-
tuoufly only for aday 2 Who is he that
cries, ¢ Soul, thou haft much goods laid
up for many years, take thine eafs, eaf,
drink, and be merry 24 I truft you now
feel the deep mifery and utter ruin of that
dying creature, who can fay nothing bet-
ter to his foul than shis. You can fcarce-
1y help crying out, ¢ What fottifhnefs,
what madnefs this, in a2 moment fo inter-
efting as Life 2—with a profpect fo awful
as Eternity ?’

The truth is, God fpeaks varioufly and
inceffantly to man refpeing bis profpeéts

Luke xvi. 19,  Lufte xii. 19.

N
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both prefent and future ; but prefent
things feize his heart, blind his eyes, fiu-
pify his confcience, and carry him away
captive. Now ‘affliGtion is God fpeak-
ing louder,’ and ftriving with the heart
of man :—crying, as he has lately in
your houfe, ¢ Arife and depart, this is not
your 1eft ; itis polluted 5’ and, if you per-
fift in attempting to make a reft of it,
¢ will deftroy you with a fore deftruion,’*

Our plan, indeed, is the very reverfe
of his : we love our native foil, and try
to firike our roots deeper and deeper into
it ; firmly fixed in earth, we would fain
draw our whole life, firength, and nourifh-
ment, from it. And here we not only
‘fade as a leaf,’t but, with ¢ every trea
that beareth not good fruit, be hewn down
and caft into the fire,’} did not mercy in-
terpofe.

We feldom, however, difcern mercy in
its jirff approach. I it Mercy that tears
me up by the roots 2—that cuts the fibres

* Mic.xi. yo. - f Mfa. Iaiv.  § Matt, fi.x.
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of {weeteft union ?—does it prune away
the branches ? nip the lovelieft buds?
and cover the earth with bloffoms 2--Yes,
verily,—fince the very life of the whole
often depends upon the removal of a part,
Mercy will wound to heal : regard to the
tree will firip off its moft flourifhing fuck-
ers : the great Hufbandman will not fail
to adopt the fharpeft means for the im-
provement of his choiceft plants : ¢for
every branch that beareth fruit he purg-
eth it, that it may bring forth more
fruit* ¢Though the Lord caufe grief,
yetit isin ¢ comaflion,” and ¢according
to the multitude of his mercies, for he
doth not affli& willingly, nor grieve the
children of men:t but foon or late in-
ftrucs all his children to fay, ¢ Iknow, O
Lord, that thy judgments are right ; and
that thou in faithfulnefs haft affliGted
me.’t 5

Let not, therefore, the change of the
prefent fcene difcompofe but direct us: if

* Jobnxv, 2, 1 Lam.iii. 32,33 1Pl cix 754
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changes, in order to prefent the only un-
changeable one. By thus rending the
veils which men try to throw over a dying
ftate, and difcovering TexELT written on
every creature, the moft carelefs are often
fo roufed, that they feem to awake and
recover themfelves : they appear, for a
A time at lealt, to become ¢wife, to under-
ftand thefe things,” and ferioufly to ¢ con-
fider their latter end.’f May this falu-
tary impreffion, however, my dear friend,
never be worn from your mind, but lead
you habitually to look from this fading,
a  to that abiding profpect which is to be
found only in the ETERNAL WORLD,—and
on which it may be neceffary here to drop
a refle¢tion or two.

I think you muft often have remarked
that the urgency and buftle of prefent
things, not only raife a cloud of duft be-
fore our future profpeds, but early beget
a falfe principle that the prefent is the only
one.  You muft alfo have obferved that

+ i.e. wanting, Dan.ﬁ. 27, } Deut, xxxii- 29

— 1%

™
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ten thoufand falfe maxims, which daily
fly through the world, take their rife from
this prime falfehood. Whereas, in fa&,
the prefent life, inftead of being the whole,
is comparatively nothing ;—a Stage, a
Porch, a Dream, a weary day’s Fourney.
What is this drop to the ocean before us ?
What this moment to Eternity? As a
Theatre indeed, in which God exhibits
the wonders of his providence and grace ;
or as a Stage, on which we are to a& our
parts without aay opportunity of repe-
tition ; the prefent Rate is infinitely grand
and important: but furely no greater
impofition can be put upon the Pilgrim
than to perfuade him that he is at Home 3
or to make him forget and drown his
eternal interefts in fuch a vifion of the
night as Life.

Do you not, my dear friend, fenfibly
perceive this 2 While you fit here, does
not the cloud break, and the mift fub-
fide ? Have you not already fo realized »
a bettery that is an beavenly country, as to
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admire him who pitched only a senz here
but fteadfaltly looked for a city that hath
foundations ? (Heb. xi. 16, 9, 10.) Are
you not ready ¢ to take hold of this Jew,”
faying ¢ We will go with you, for we
have heard that God is with you.” (Zech.
vii. 28.)

Seeing this, you only fee truths ever
exhibited in the fcriptures, and living
principles in all who are ¢taught of
God ;* (John v. 45.) for he alone can
enable us to ufe hisown difcoveries ; and
how gracious is he, when he removes any
obje& which might prevent our thus fee-
ing Himfelf, his kingdom, aud his right-
eoufnefs ? or whofe removal may prove
the occafion of our fecling them ?

Juft before the flood, there were, boubt-
lefs, among their ¢ men of renown,’ (Gen.
vi. 4.) admired projeGors ; but there ap-
pears to have been but one truly wife man

v among them ; one who ferioufly regard-

ed his Profpe@ts. And he, *being warn-
ed of God of things not feen as yet,
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moved with fear, prepared an Ark to
the faving of his house.”* Now fuch a
man is the Chriftian. He feels the
world pafling away, with the Jults there-
of, but ke that doeth the will of God
abideth forever.t «1I feel,” fays he,
« that however finely they drefs the pa-
geant of this world, it pafleth by 3’} to
a creature like me, geoing, haftening, fuch
an Ark is worth more than ten thoufand
dying worlds. Let the gay laugh ; ¢ let
the defpifers wander and perith ;’§ with
fuch Profpeds before me, I muft be ferious.
He that cannot lie has revealed the zerrors
as well as the glories of a future ftate :
He f{peaks of ¢ a worm that dieth not,
and a fire that is not quenched,’|| as well
as of ¢ a fulrefs of joy and pleafures for
evermore,” (Pfa. xvi. 11.) 1 muft not,
1 dare not, fhut my eyes againft thefe
awful realities. I will not facrifice my
foul to a jelt, nor mifs the ﬁngle oppor-

® Heb, xi. 7.+ Jobnii 17, $ 1 Cor vii 3%

§ AQsxiil, 41, || Mark ix. 44.
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tunity afforded me for its falvation. He'
that calls for thy whole heart is worthy of
it : while the things which have hitherto
engrofled it, though they cannot /fatisfy,
I find they can ruin it—¢ I will therefore
arife and go to my Father,’ (Luke xv.
18.) to my Saviour, who has promifed to
¢ caft out none that come unto Him.’
[John vi. 87.] Yea, doubtlefs, I ¢ count
all things but lofs, that I may be found
in him,” [Philip iii. 8,9.] the true arx,
the only reruce, which God has provid-
ed for perithing finners.”

Such a man, indeed; is the Chriffian,
but the Chriftian, after all, is but a Man.
In a ftate like this, he needs to be con-
tinually reminded of his own principles.
Even the wife Virgin {lumbers theugh
the Bridegroom is at hand. But a cry
is often made in the family, before that
which will at midnight awaken the world:
one like that in the houfe of Pharach for
his firft-born ; or that fo lately heard in
yours, A cry, which, while it roufes the
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Sleeper, fills his eyes with tears and his
heart with pangs; often produces fuch
views of God, of the prefent, and of the
eternal ftate, as all other monitors would
have attempted in vain.

Here then, my afflicted, but, I hope,
inftru@ed friend, let us ftudy the heaven-
ly fcience of gaining by /loffes, and rifing
by depreffions. Leaving the wildernefs,
like Mofes, let us afcend the mount of
fcriptural difcovery, and furvey a profpect
of which his was but a fhadow, Let us
look from viciflitude and defolation to
what alone is ‘incorruptible, undefiled,
and fadeth not away ;* [1 Pet,i. 4.] and
in the houfe of aflli¢tion and death, let us
contemplate a houfe ¢not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.” [2 Cor.
v.1.] How refrefhing to look from a
family bereft of its companions and com-
forts to ¢ Mount Zion, the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerufalem ; to
an innumerable company of angels; and
to the general affembly and church of
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the firft-born which are written in hea.
ven ” [Heb. xii. 22, 23.] the only family
which cannot be divided ; the only friend-
fhip which fhall not difappoint our warm-
eft expecation.

Glorious as this profpe& is, (perhaps
you are ready to reply) I have been
long in the habit of viewing it very in-
diftinétly. My attention has been fo fix-
ed on one below, that I live looking into
the Grave rather than Zeyond it. My
{pirits are fo broken, my heart fo wound-
ed, and my eyes fo dim with watching
and weeping, that I can hardly recolle@
what I read. If ferious refleion com-
pofes me for a few moments, I foon re-
lapfe, and feem to lofe fight of every
fupport. I indeed feverely feel what
you fay concerning the prefent life, but I
view the glories of the future like 2 ftary-
ing creature, who, looking through the
gate of the wealthy, fuiveys a plenty
which but increafes his anguifh.”

There is,, however, this difference at
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fealt between your cafes; the plenty
which you fee is yours, if you are really
willing to accept it. You never received
a gift which was fo freely beftowed, or fo
fuited to your neceffity, as that ¢gift of
God,” which is ¢ eternal life through Je-
fus Chrift.” [Rom. vi.23.] In order to
view this more diftin&ly, let us confider
the fufficiency of

Our PROVISIONS—* For wifdom
hath built her houfe, fhe hath killed her
beafts, the hath mingled her wine, and
furnifhed her table.  She alfo crieth upon
the higheft places of the city, Whofo is
fimple, let him turn in hither; and to
him that wanteth underftanding fhe faith,
Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the
wine which 1 have minglecd ; forfake the
foolifh and live.” [Prov.ix, 1—6.]

Man, indeed, is daily reminded by the
Thorns at his feet, by the Sweat of his
brow, and by the Duft to which he is re-
turning, that his paradife is loff : [Gen.
iii. 18,19.] but paradife regained is con-



fidered rather as an idea ; a fubje& for
Poetry. 'That bhook, however, which I
hope you have chofen as your beft com-
panion in the Houfe of Mourning, like
the vifion of Jacob, not only fhews the
heavens opened, but difcovers a gracious
Medium of communication and inter-
courfe, as it were ‘a ladder let down
from heaven to earth. [Gen. xxviii. I2.]
A medium fo fuited to the ftate of man,
that the weakelt and vileft, who is humble
enough to take hold of it as God’s ordi-
nance ; advance a ftep at a time ; and
call for frength to proceed ; may climb
by it from Earth to Heaven.*

Are you, my dear friend, among the
number of thofe, who ftand before God
not only as fiript of their comforts, but
humbled under fin as the caufe of all the
defolations with which our fallen ftate
abounds? Open your book at the fixty-
firft chapter of Ifaiah. You will there
perceive the moft precious privilege of

* Compare Genefis xxviii. with Jobn i, 51.
B2




Paradise restored : the Creator descending
to the condition and wants of his creature,
and once more holding communion with
him. The broken-hearted, the cafitive,
and the mourner, are here shewn One
mighty to save and to relieve : and, that
such should not mistake their friend, when
our Lord stood up in the synagogue to
read, he selected this passage, and, hayving
read it, he closed the book with saying,
¢ This day is this scripture fulfilled in your
ears.” [Luke iv. 22.] Iam, asif he had
said, this Deliverer and ¢ Desirer of na-
tions ;* the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever :t Dlessed are they that mourn ;
for they shall be comforted :{—blessed are
ye that hunger now ; for ye shall be fill-
ed :—blessed are ye that weep now; for
ye shall laugh.’§

I scarcely need observe that, inan ad-
dress like this, (a bow drawn at a venture)
formal statements of the different topics
would be improper ; and, therefore 1 shall
ot attempt to describe, in their order, the

* Hag.ii. 7. 1 Heb. xiii.8. }Matt.v. 4.

§ Luke vi. a1,
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various provisions comprehended in that
scheme of redemption, usually termed
the Gospel. It may be necessary, how-
ever, to remark, that the whole is a propo-
sal to the broken heart, answering all its
objections, and meeting all its wants : and
that such a proposal will be cordially re-
ceived only in proportion as this disposi-
tion prevails.

As it is the Sick who best know how to
value a physician, the Debtor a surety, and
the Criminal a pardon ; so it 1s the awaken-
ed conscience alone which will embrace a
constitution calculated to humble the fride,
and mortify the corruptions, as well as re-
lieve the wants, of man.  If ¢ without shed-
ding of blood there can be no remission,”
[Heh. ix. 22 ] he, who is earnest to obtain
it, will rejoice to find it though on z4e ac-
cursed irce : and, however the pireaching
of this cross shall be esteemed ¢ foolishness
among them that perish,” [1 Cor. i.31.]
such an one will not only rejoice in the
provision, but magnify the means. ¢ God
forbid that I should glory save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
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world is crucified unto me, and I unto the
world* [Gal. vi. 14.]

Our Lord represents the blessings of his
kingdom under the parable of a magnifi-
cent feast, which a King made jfor the mar<
riage of his Son ; but when all things were
ready, and invitations repeatedly sent, he
points out the ruin of the world in its in-
disposition to accept his gracious proposal.
They made light of it, and went their ways !
However different their pursuits, they all
agreed to reject the invitation ; they be-
gan with one consent to make excuse :
some urged reasons, and some abused the
messengers ; but what is this more than
the history of hutiian nature in every age ? =
[Matt. xxii. 1—6.]

Let us, however, my dear friend, never
forget that the gate lately mentioned, tho’
strait, is often ; and that only unbelief and
indisposition stand without. Christ has de-
clared that all things are ready ; may his
gracious influence, accompanying this
humbling providence, form in you a spirit- o
ual taste for them ! Certain I am, that
whenever this js attained, his name will be
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as ointment poured- forth ;’—[Cant. i. 3.]
it will give a savor even to obsolete poetry.

Chuist is a path—if any be misled ;

He is a robe—if any naked be ;

1f any chance to hunger—he is bread ;

If any be a bondman—he is free ;

If any be but weak—how strong is he !

To dead men life he is; to sick men
health ;

To blind men sight; and to the needy
wealth ;

A pleasure without loss ; a treasure without

stealth.

To prepare the heart for the reception
of this treasure, as a God of order, he is
pleased to use a system of means ; one of
which I hope he is now employing for your
soul’s health. I love to indulge hope, for
affliction is aseed time ; and let me freely
inquire, since God has called you aside,
has spoken so emphatically, and you have
had leisure for serious meditation, do not
the provisions of the Gospel appear new,
sufficient, and exattly suited to your case .
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Do you not mark that Gold which thé thief
cannot steal ? that Foundation which no
no tempest can shake ? that Life over
which death hath no power? and that
Peace which the world can neither give
nor take away ? Does not the religion of
JEsus, that is so forgotten and degraded
among men, stand forward now as the one
thing needful 2 Does not his friendship ap-
pear now to be ¢ that better part which
shall not be taken away ;’ [Luke X, 42.]
and which alone can help in extremities ?
In the wreck of human affairs, indeed it
that God often makes his truth appear ;
and causes his Gospel, (like a plank thrown
out to the perishing mariner) to be proper-
Iy known and prized

“These are the great occasions which
force the mind to take refuge in religion :
‘When we have no help in ourselves, what
can remain but that we look up toa higher
and a greater Power ? and to what hope
may we not raise our eyes and hearts, when
we consider that the crearnsT Power is
the BysT I”
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« Surely there is no [truly wise] mam
i who, thus affiicted, does not seck succour
i in the Gospel which has brought Life and
| Immortality to Light. The precepts. of
| Ericurus, who teaches us to endure what
the Laws of the Universe make necessary,
i wmay, silence, but not conzent us. The dic-
tates of ZEwno, who commands us to look
with indifference on external things, may
dispose us to conceal our sorrow, but can-
f not assuage it. Real alleviation of the loss
of friends, and rational tranquility in the
prospect of our own dissolution, can be re-
i ceived only from the promises of Him in
5, whose hands are life and death, and from
i the assurances of another and better state,
in which all tears will be wiped from the
eyes, and the whole soul shall be filled with
joy. Philosophy may infuse sTUBBORN-
~Ess, but Religion only can give ra-
TIENCE.”*
In health and eafe, ingenious fpecula-
tions may amufe and fatisfy us; but I
think you now feel with me, that when

* Johnfon, .




& He takes away the defire of our eyes
with a ftroke,” (Ezek. xxiv. 16.) our
sorrows are too deep to be alleviated
by the mere Orator or Philosopher ; we
even turn in disgust from him who would
thus trifle with our case ; we need a sup-
port the world cannot afford. I faint,’
says the wounded soul: ‘I want an al-
mighty arm to lean on now ; yea, a very
tender and compaflionate one too ;—one
like that of the Son of Man. I needa
« merciful and faithful High Prieft, who,
having been tempted, knows how to fuc-
cour the tempted ;” (Heb. ii. 17, 18.)
that Man of Sorrows, that Brother born
for adverfity, who, being acquainted with
grief, can enter into my cafe, com-
mune with me in all the peculiarities of
my diftrefs. I now need one, who can
quiet me on his own breaft, and fpeak to
me with his own wvoice, *“ Weep noi, the
child is not dead, but fleepeth.” (Luke
viii. 52.) “ Weep not, thou afflicted,
toffled with tempelt,—when thou pafleft
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| through the waters I will be with thee.””
| (Ifa. xliii. 2.) Itis true, this is the land
| of death, but «I am the refurrection and
| the life 5 (John xi. 25.) this is, indeed,
! a “dry and thirfty land where no water
is 3’ (Pfa. Ixiii. 1.) but I will lead you
to “fountains of living waters: I will
wipe away all tears from your eyes.”
(Rev. vii. 17.)

t You are ready, perhaps, to fay, <O
| that I knew where I might find him ;’—
| but religion has been with me rather a
& cafe of neceflity than the high privilege of
;

> communing with fuch a comforter. I
feel the mifery of living at fuch a diftance
from my heavenly friend, (efpecially at
this time) but want liberty to approach’
nearer :—Could [, indeed repofe on the

| bofom you juft mentioned—¢ but, alas !

! my underftanding is clouded, my faith
. weak, fenfe ftrong, and Satan bufy in
filling my thoughts with falfe notions,
difficulties, and doubts refpe&ing a fu-
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ture ftate, and the efficacy of prayer.”*
Though I fee very gracious propofals
made to returning finners, I tremble to
venture :—Death itfelf reminds me of
transgreflion :—My thoughts fly every
where but to God.

We readily acknowledge that among
other views of death, it fhould be regar-
ded as the wages of fin.t Itis alfo na-
tural for convinced finners to tremble be-
fore a Judge who charges even angels with
folly.—However Pride may boaft, or Ig-
norance prefume, he who meafures by
the ttandard of a law which is fo fpiritual
as to regard a corrupt defire, will con-
clude with the apoftle, that ¢ every mouth
muft be flopped, and all the world be-
come guilty before God.” (Rom. iii.
19.) A view of the divine charaer,
and of his own, led not only a publican
to fmite upon his breaft, as the feat of
apoftacy and pollution, and cry, “ God
be merciful to me a finner, (Luke xviii.

Lady Russcll’s Letters, ftRomy vi, 25.



18.) but fo perfect and upright a man as
Job to abhor himfelf, and repent “in duft
and afhes: (Job xlii. 19.) I may add
that, as we become proficients in their
fchool, we fhall be more ready to confefs
than to complain :—we thall learn to jufti-
fy God in any inftance of his righteous
difpleafure ; and humbly own, that he
has laid upon us far lefs than our iniqui-
ties deferve. (Pfalm ciii. 10.)

But while the Chriftian, as a penitent,
looks upon him whom he has pierced and
mourns ; 2s a believer, he looks at him
who was wounded for tranfgreflion, and
hopes.  He finds it as defperate to doubt
the remedy, as to deny the diforder.—Ha-
ving formerly ruthed headlong with the
prefumptuous, he now fears perithing with
the «fearful and unbelieving.” (Rev.
xxi. 8.) He fees an atonement of God’s
own providing ; he pleads wpon God’s
own authority the merit of that blood
¢ which cleanfeth from all fin; (1 John
i» 7.) and by thus receiving « the record




44

which God gives of his Son, he fet his
feal to it that God is true. (John iii. 33.)

Is this my dear friend, in any degree
your cafe *—Fearful, wandering, and
wounded as your heart is, does it yet dif-
cover a refting place ?—Inftead of wifh-
ing to evade the charge of “ manifold fins
and wickednefs committed by thought, !
word and deed, againft the Divine Ma- B
jefty ; is the remembrance of them grie-
vous, and the burden of them intolerable 2’
Do you fincerely defire to be freed from
this burden, and to enter into the glorious
liberty of the children of God ? that hea-
venly communion and reft which has been -
mentioned ? “ Behold the Lamb of God |
which taketh away the fin of the world !”?
(John i. 29.) ¢ Behold him exalted to be
a Prince and a Saviour, to give repen-
tance and forgivenefs of fins2” (Ads v.
81.) Come to him as a finner, and touch,
with humble confidence, but the “hem <\
of his garment, and you fhall be made
whole :? (Matt. ix. 21.) Wait upon
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him, and you fhall obtain both firenth
and liberty ; ¢ for if the Son make you
free, you fhall be free indeed.” (John
viii. 36.)

Refpedting your fenfe of weaknefs, let
me add that Prowifion made for fallen na-
ture, correfponding to its various wants,
isat once a charader and an cvidence of
our Religion. 1Itisa glorions peculiarity
of it, that its promifes correfpond with its
precepts. To ufe the language which beft
conveys its meaning, * The kingdom of
God is not in worp only, but alfo in
rower.” (1 Cor. iv. 20.) He who en-
lightens the blind eyes, undertakes to
¢ ftrengthen the weak hands, and to con-
firm the feeble knees.” (Ifa. xxxvi.
8—6.) The Spirit of wifdom and unde:-
flanding is faid to be alfo a Spirit of
might, of - grace, *and of fupplication.”
(Compare Zech. xii. 10. with Eph. i
19.) It is peculiar to our Teacher that he
enables as well as inftruéts his difciples :
he firlt prefents a profpect of the inheri.
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tance, then a sitle to it through his death?
and together with thefe, affords, frength
to rife and purfue it.——Turn to the thir-
ty-fixth chapter of Ezekiel, and you will
find your cafe amply provided for,
(Ezek. xxxvi.25—27.) but recollect that
it is added, ¢ I will yet for this be inqui-
red of, to do it for them.” (Ezek.
xxxvi. 87.) “Is any affliGed ? let him
pray.” (James v. 13.)

But I muft not pafs by the temptation
you mentioned with refpeé to the efficacy
of prayer: you will, perhaps, too read-
ily obje, ¢ Here it is that I fink ; I pray-
ed earneftly for the life of the deceafed ;
I thought at one time I faw figns of a
recovery, but the event makes me fear
that I was not heard, and that I have no
Frienp left now in Earth or Heaven.’

A little confideration will, I hope,
fhew you your miftake, and prove that a |
petition may be gracioufly accepted, when AR
its particular objed is not granted, Did
not our Lorp declare that his Father




heard him always? (John xi. 42.) Are
we not told that when “in the days of
his flefh he had offered up prayers, with
ftrong crying and tears, unto Him that
was able to fave him from death, he was
HEARD in that he feared ” (Heb. v. 7.)
But confider, I pray you, how he was
heard : Certainly not by having the cup
taken away, (a cup at which human na-
ture, however perfe&, muft recoil) but
in being accepted when he prayed; in
being fupported while ke drank it ; and
in victorioufly accomplithing his grand
defign through drinking it to the very
dregs.

To come nearer to our own condition,
we find St. Pavwr going to Christ for
deliverance from fome fevere trial which
he calls a thorn in the flefb ; he tells that
he alfo was heard, and in the fame way
as his Malfter ; not by being releafed from
fuffering, but by receiving fomethir
more honorable and advantageous ; name-
Yy, that Grace which not only fupports a
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Believer through his trials, but puts a
healing virtue into them.
Far removed from the ho‘y reﬁfmatmn

our prayers, the 1mp3uence e our chil-
dren, I remember when a fick one of
mine has had fome medicine to take, he
has called loudly to me to come and aflift
him againft thofe who were endeavoring
to force it down : he, probably, wonder-
ed at my refufing to relieve him ; but the
little fufferer did not confider, though of-
ten told, that he was not to be helped in
that way; he did not recolle&, that
while I tenderly felt his cry, the very
compaffion 1 felt for him, and the defire
I had to relieve him, kept me from taking
away the bitter draught.

The truth is (and it is a truth frequent-
1y told to us) that our heavenly Father
always fends his children the things they
afk or better things. He anfwers their
petitions in 4ind or in kindnefs. But while
we think only of our Eafe, He confults




our Profit :—We are urgent about the
Body, He about the Sou/: We call for
prefent Comfort, He confiders our ever-
lafting Re¢f : and, therefore, when hLe
{ends not the very things we afk, he hears
us by fending greater ““ than we can afk,
or think.” (Eph. iii. 20.)

Is any, therefore, afflifted ? let him
pray ; not only in the public fan&uary,
or in the retired clofet, butlet him confi-
der that there is “a new and living way
confecrated through the vail” (Heb. x.
20.) of a Redeemer’s human nature,
from every fcene of retirement or action,
to a Mercy seat ; where he ¢ fatisfies the
longing foul,and fills the hungry foul, with
goodnefs ; efpecially fuch as fit in darknefs
and the fhadow of Death.” (Pfa.cvii. 9,
10.) Qur very mifery and infirmity fhould,
in defe& of other preachers, point out the
feat of our relief ; and dire& fuch frail
and depraved creatures to the common
Fiend of the weary and heavy laden.

- C
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Pouring into his bofom all our complaints,
we at once obey his command, honor his
charaéer, and obtain his aflitance : « for
we have not an High Prieft who cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infir-
mities, but was in all points tempted like
as weare, yet without fin. Let us, there-
fore, come boldly unto the throne of
Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need.” (Heb.
iv. 18, 16.)

Is it not a time of need with you? en-
deavor, at his command, to approach
with an holy confidence, for the ¢ fupply
of all your need according to his riches in
glory ; (Philip. iv. 19.) and, at this
time particularly, for the illumination
and comfort of his Huly Spirit. He
whom you fupplicate not only inwvites, but
reafons with you. “If ye, being evil,
know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more fhall your hea-
venly Father give the Holy Spirit to them
that afk him.” [Luke xi. 13.]
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The religion of education ard cuftom
obtains, more or lefs, every where ; but
ferious, vital, fpiritual religion. is a cafe
of neceffity with us all. We fummon our
forces, we ran{ack our flores, “ we fpend
our money for that which is not bread,
and our labor for that which fatisfieth
not 3 [Ifa. v. 1.7 we look every way,
and call to every thing, till each in re.
turn loudly replies, ¢ It is not in me.”
[Job xxvii. 14.] Well, indeed, will it
be, if, after all our fruitlefs efforts, we
are brought to feel that the provifions of
the Gofpel are the only &read for a hun-
gry foul, the only balm for a wounded
heart.

However foreign, my dear friend, thefe
truths were from your confideration when
we firft fat down together, if it fhall
pleafe Him, who “ commanded the light
to fhine out of darknefs,” [2 Cor. iv. 6.]
to fhine into your heart, and effe@ually
difcover the exceeding riches of his Grace in
thefe provifions ; then, though you fit
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weeping over your lofs, we are affured
from unqueftionable authority, that An-
gels are rejoicing [Luke xv. 10.] for
your unfpeakable gain. We are certain
alio, that not only every real friend will
cry, “ This day is falvation come to the
houfe” [Luke xix. 9.] where we lately
wept 3 but that, drying your tears, you
yourfelf will be compelled to exprefs your
grateful fenfe of the correction you now
deplore, and fing, and fing, with a com-
panion and fellow-proficient in the fchool
of affliction, [Pfa. cxix. 67—71.]

Father, I bless thy gentle hand ;

How kind was thy chastising rod

That forc’d my conscience to a stand,
And brought my wand’ring soul to God !
Foolish and vain, 1 went astray

Ere [ had feit thy scourges, Lord ;

1 left my guide—I lost my way ;

But now I love and keep thy word.

And here, fuffer me to drop a word
or twa refpecting thefe
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Ouvr COMPANIONS in the houfe of
mourning.  Society is peculiarly pleafant
when we are benighted on a journey :
and efpecially that of a citizen of the
place to which we are going. It isen-
couraging to travel with thofe, who are
convinced, that if “they are chaftened
of the Lord, itis that they thould not be
condemned with the world.” (1 Cor. xi.
82) ¢ Blefled are the poor in fpirit ; for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven ;> (Matt,
v. 3.) and here they are educating for it.
Here they fit at the foot of the Ciofs, and
receive leffons of faith and patience, of
humility and temperance,

« Blefled alfo are the pure in heart;
for they here fee God ;” (Matt. v. 3.)
who never fo unveils himfelf as in feafons
of diftrefs. In fight of his character and
word, they bew before his providence,
yea, truft him in the ftroke ; for hope is
made to arife here, as light in darknefs.
Here the fpiritual Hufbandman is taught
to go forth aeeping, and bearing the pre-
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eious ferd of faith and love, penitence and
prayer ; affured ¢ that he fhall again with
joy, bringeth his fheaves with him.”
(Pfa. cxxvi. 6.) Here alfo the heavenly
Scholar acquires “ the tongue of the lear-
ned, then he thould know how to fpeak a
word in feafon to him that is weary.”
(Ifa. 1. 4.) And here the true foldier of
Jefus Chrlft is found « fighting the good
fight of faith, and laying hold of eternal
life” (Tim. vi. 12.) in the very valley
and thadow of death.—He is here inftrud-
ed to ¢caft down imaginations,” (2 Cor.
x. 5.) thofe reafonings which peculiarly
infeft and darken the houfe of mourning 5
and taking the “fhield of faith, and the
fword of the Spirit ; he wreftles not only
with flefh and blood, but with principali-
ties and powers” (Eph. vi. 12—16, 17.)
a mighty though fecret confliét which God
fhall one day declare to the world ; and
which, when explained, will leave its
moft celebrated heroes ¢ filent in darknefs.”
{1 Sam. ii. 9.)
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¢ Go thy way forth by the footfteps of
thy flock,” (Cant. i. 8.) for in shis houfe
they all have left the priats of their feet.
Heré. ftood Jacob weeping over his belo-
ved Rachel 5 (Gen. xxxv. 20.) and here
Adton deplored his fons. (Lev. x 3.)
Here we trace the {teps of David going
up to his chamber, and crying with a
loud voice, ¢ Would God I had died for
for thee, O Abfalom, my fon! my fon ¥’
(2 Sam. xvii. 83.) and thofe of Ezekiel,
who, forbidden to ery, filently refigned
cthe defire of his eyes to the ftroke.”
(Ezek, xxiv. 16.) But enumeration is
vain : hither came all the fons of God,
the only-begotten not excepted, for JEsus
himfelf ftood and wept at the grave of a
friend. (Jobn xi. $5.)

With fuch company, is it not far ¢ bet=
ter to go to the houfe of mourning than
to the houfe of feafting ¥ (Eccl. vii. 2.)
1 knew one of thefe, ‘a man who had
feen affliGon by a rod’ (Lam. ii. 1.)
like yours ;—a man who walked and wept
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in folitude, but with no expe®ation of
being overheard. There is fomething fa-
cred in grief, and we cannot liften to its
effufions with too much candour : great
candour, indeed, is here required, but,
if afforded, it may procure you at leaft,
a Companion, as you pufs threugh this vale
of tears.

* * R #*& » » »

*  *
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“Set thee up way.markss’ (Jer. xxxi.
21.) 1 defire here o fet them up, and to
record the fevereft of my vifitations in the
houfe of my pilgrimage. Lord, pre-
pare me for the next !**

¢ 1 perceive 1 could not have properly
fympathized with a friend in a fimilar cafe
before this firoke. I could not have us-
derflood it.

1 bave, at times, (o felt the importance
of eternal things, that I thought the lofs
of any prefent comfort would be intoler-
able:—but I bad no idea how much de-

* %
*




(¢

pended on being ready, when the Son of
Man came in fuch a providence.’

¢ I feel I now ftand in the right pofition
to fee the world and the word ;—they both
appear under afpeés entirely new.”

¢When 1 find “ my joys packed up
and gone ;> my heart {lain ; the delight
of my eyes taken away ;—when I recol-
le& who is gone before her, who is fol-
lowing, and what remains for the world
to offer ; my heart cries, 7 loathe it, I
awould not live always ;  ¢1 thank God that
£ am alio to go-’

¢I perceive I did not know how much
my life was bound up in the life of a crea.
ture : when /b went, nothing feemed left :
one is not; and the reft feem a few thin
and fcattered remains.”

¢ And yet how much better for my
lamb to be fuddenly houfed, to flip unex-
pededly into the fold vo which I was con-
du&ing her, than remain expofed here ¢
~perhaps become a victim ?”
“1 cried, <O Lord, fpare my child ¥’

Cc2
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he did—but not at I meant ; he fnatched
it from danger, and took it to his own
home.”

¢ I have often prayed, ¢Lord, foften
my heart ! humble my pride ! deftroy my
levity I” I knew enough of his way to fear
the means ; and he has, in mercy towards
me, regarded my foul more than my
Seelings.

¢ 1 prayed earneflly for her life: duty
compelled me to fay, ¢ Thy will be done;’
but I meant nothing.’

¢ O my God, how long halt thou come
‘feeking fruit on this tree 2’ [Luke xiii.
%7.] how much haft thou done to cultivate
it 2—fhall it Rill rernain fruitlefs ? fhall'it
be cut down after all 2

“My paffions formed impreffions that
fhe would live ; -but I now plainly per-
ceive I am called to regard God and not
impreffions.”

* [ have been long like one in a fever,
attended at times with a firong delitium =
1 b:gged hard that I might not bs bled,

N3
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but he meant 2 cure, and pierced my
heart.’

O how slender, how brittle, the thread
on which hangs all my earthly joys !’

¢ I with ever to be asking, < Am I rea-
dy, fhould he fend again and take
s or myfelf P—Setting my houfe in
erder will not make death approach foon-
er ; but, that it will render his coming
much eafier, I feel by fad experience.”

¢ When I pafs by the blaze of diffipa-
tion and intemperance, 1 feel 2 momeént’s
relief. my heart, Be fill; at
leaft fhe is not left to follow these ignes fae
¢ui: how much better is even the grave
for my T 5 than the end of thefe things ?

¢Itis vain for me to wifh, as I have
done, to leave the world and go to my
Father, that I might enquire into the
whole of the cafe; the reafons, the fteps,
the iffue, &c. In a fhort time I fhall—
but he fays enough now, if I have ears
to hear.’

¢In the mean time, help me, O my
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God and Father, to recolle® that I re-
eeived this drop of earthly comfort from
a {pring which fill remains! help me
to feel that nothing effential is altered !
Jor with thee is the fountain of life—part of
myfelf is already gone to thee, help what
remains to follow.” * * * = x

If this humble attempt to improve your
affliction has been attended with any fuc-
cefs, your will readily admit a few con-
cluding hints with refpeé to

Ovur DUTY in fuch circumftances.—
And one of the firft, and principal duties
of the flate, is, as hath been exprefled, to
AckNOWLEDGE Gop in it. It was charg-
ed upon fome, that they ¢returned not to
him that fmote them,’ nor ¢ fought the
Lord’ (Ifa.ix.13.) in their diftrefs. On
the contrary, the clear apprehenfion Job
had of a divine hand in his affliions, is
as infiruive as his patience under them.
While Grief ¢1ent his mantle,” ¢ Faith
¢fell down and worfhipped—The Lord
gave, the Lord hath taken away, blefled
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be the name of the Lord.” (Jobi.21.)
Let us learn from him never to lofe fight
of the Author, by an undue regard to the
mere circumftances of our lofs.  We may
think and fpeak of the fymptoms and
ftages of the late removal ; of the phyfi-
cians, of the remedies, &c. in their fup-
pofed right or wrong application ; but
not fo as to forget that an unerring Provi-
dence prefided over the whole, yea, ac-
tually conduized every part on reafons as
righteous as infcrutible.

Whatever may appear to us peculiar in
a fick chamber, the whole was but God’s
intended method of removing one, who
had lived hisfull (i. e. his appointed ) time.
¢ Seeing his days are determined, the num-
ber of his months is with thee : thouhaft
appointed him his bounds which he can-
not pafs.” (Job xiv. 5, 6. Inftead of fix-
ing our attention upon means and crea-
tures, of which we know fo very little,
let us turn to Him who wrought by thefe
inftruments, and merely effe@ed his own
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Jeterminations by them. ¢ Ceafe from
man, for wherein is he to be accounted g
of ¥ [Ifa. ii. 22.] Let not the creature
hide the Creator, nor prefent things re-
main the fatal fcreen of the future ; but,
in every occurrence, mark the great Caufe,
¢ of whom, and throngh whom, and to
whom are all things : [Rom. xi. 36] who r &7
numbereth the very hairs of our head, and
without whom even a fparrow falls not
to the ground.” [Matt. xi. 29, 30.]
While others, therefore, are wandeting
without an obje&, and bereaved without
a comforter, yea, are going to their worft PN, 5N
enemies for relief, let us endeavour to fay
with Peter, ¢ Lord, to whom fhall we go
but to Tuee 2 [John vi. 68.] Confider
the great Phyfician as now propofing a
moft ferious queftion to your confcience,
¢ Wilt thou be made whole 2’ [John v. 6.]
May the language of your heart be that
of the apoftle’s, ¢ If by any means ; JPhil.
iii. 11.] then, though feemingly fwallows

1

edup of this grief, like Jonah, you fhall

e
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find a refource iz it, and finally be pre-
ferved 4y it. [Jonah ii. 7-10.] This dart,
like that which once pierced an impoft-
hume in battle, fhall bring health with
its wound ; and you fhall be enabled with
many that are gone before you, to fay,
¢«The Lord hath chaftened me fore, but
he hath not given me over unto death.
[Pfa. cxviii. 18.]

Duty alfp dire@s you to MODERATE
gour GrieF. Our heavenly Father, who
¢ knows our frame, and remembers that
we are but duft, [Pfa. 14.] allows us
to mourn when he affliéts us : he often,in
his providence, calls us to it, and chargcs
us to ¢ weep with them that weep 2’ [Rom.
xit. 16.] but he admonifhes us allo of a
danger on each hand. ¢ My fon, defpife
not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor
faint when thou art rebuked of him.
[Heb. xii. 5] If we feriounfly profefs
Chriftianity, our very profeflion implies,
{not only a fubjedion to our Lord’s will,
but) that we have fpecial refources.in
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our afflition ; feveral of which have beea
already named : that, among other of
our privileges, there is ¢a peace from
God which paffeth all underftanding, to
keep our hearts and minds [Phil.iv. 7.]
through Life and Death; and that we
have many reafons for ¢ not forrowing as
others who have no hope.” [Thes. iv 18.]
Befides which, Chriftians have a poft of
honour to maintain : an high calling
[Philip. iii, 14.] to demonfirate and com-
mend : we fhall (like the pilot in a ftorm)
be brought to our principles ; and, ¢as
forrowful, yet always rejoicing, [2 Cor.
vi. 10.] fhould prove that we have them
not now to learn.

On the contrary, there is fuch a thing
as nurfing and cherifhing grief ; em-
ploying a ¢ bufy meddling memory to
mufter up palt endearments,’ and perfo-
pate a valt variety of tender and heart-
rending circumitances. There is a tear-
ing open the wound afrefh by images and
remembrances, and thereby multiplying

Aty
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thofe pangs which conftitute the very bit.
ternefs of death itfelf. Our melancholy
exceedingly affecs this voluntary torture ;
it feeks expedients, and will liften to the
moft unjult and aggravated accufations
which can approach a tender confcience
refpeéting the deceafed. But confcience
fhould rather be concerned to reprefs fuch
a difpofition. It is a temptation,—It
defperately firives to retain what God has
determined to remove :—in fome cafes it
feeks to penetrate an abyfs he forbids even
conjecture to explore : and, while it un-
fits the mourner for the prefling duties of
his fituation, it leads to that *forrow of
the world which worketh death [2 Cor.
vii. 10 ] to his body, foul, and Chriftian
chara&ter. How different and {uperior
the fentiments of Davip ! ¢ His fervants
{aid unto him, What thing is this that
hou haft done ? thou didft faft and weep
while it was alive, but when
was dead, thou didft rife and

. And he faid, While the child
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was yet alive, I fafted and wept: for I
faid, Who can tell whether God will be
gracious to me, that the child may live;
but now he is dead, wherefore fhould I
faft >—can I bring him back again *—1
SHALL GO TO HIM, BUT HE SHALL NOT
RETURN 70 ME. [2 Sam. xii. 21—28.]

Prefent circumftances alfo admonifh
)”Ou tO KNOW YOUR OPPORTUNITY, and to
improve this feafon as peculiarly favoura.
ble for fpiritual advancement. There is
a tide in the concerns of religion; the
feripture calls it the ¢day of vifitation,’
[Luke xix. 44.] and fends us o the fork
and to the fwallow [Jer. viii. 7.] for in-
ftru&ion refpeding it.  Your heart isnow
fo foft, its fafcinations withdrawn, and
the call loud & affeding; endeavour,
therefore, to take the benefit of a remedy
you feel fo expenfive.

If, in a fenfe, ¢ Smitten Friends are
Angels fent on errands full of love,” in-
ftead of weeping over their tombs, let us
liften o the voice which properly arifes




from them ; efpecially if it be our privi.
legc to bury cne who, like Abel, ¢ being
dead, yet fpeaketh,’ and who would be
ready to fay to his mourners, ¢ Weep not
for me, but for yourfelves and for your
children,’ (Luke xxiii. 28.) ¢I have
fough the good fight, I have finifhed my
courfe, I have kept the faith,’ (2 Tim.
iv. 7.) and received my crown. I cannot
NOW come to weep with you, but you
may afcend and rejoice with me, where
there is ¢ no more death, neither forrow,
nor crying, for the former things are
pafled away.’ (Rev. xxi. 4.) If you truly
love me, prepare to follow me.  If you
eamneltly with to fee me again, feek not
the living among the dead, but arife, and
become ¢a follower of them, who thro’
faith and patience inherit the promifes.’
Take that heavenly lamp, which ¢ thineth
as a light in a dark place 5 walk humbly it
by it <till the day dawn, and the day
ar arife in your heart.’ (2Pet. i. 19.)
Hafte, my béloved, towards the things
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which ¢eye hath not feen;’ (1 Cor. ii. 9.)
and, ere the eternal day break, and the
prefent fhadows flee away, ¢run with pa-
tience the race fet before you, looking un-
to Jefus.” (Heb. xii. 1,2.) How will my
cup overflow to meet yeu among thofe
who daily ¢come hither out of great tri-
bulation ©* and, having ¢ wafhed their
robes in the blood of the Lamb, ferve
him day and night in his temple (Rev.
vi. 14, 15.)

Embrace every method God hath re-
commended for maintaining communion
with him, and obtaining relief from him.
The various ordinances of his Houfe, the
encouragements of his Word, the fociety
of his Children, and, efpecially, Prayer.
Often fpeak to Him who feeth in fecret,”
(Matt. vi. 18.) and ‘is nigh unto all that
call unto him,” (Pfa. cxlv. 18.) though,
with the Woman of Canaan, you can
only fay, ¢ Lord, help me.” (Matt. xv. 23.)
Not only an high commendation, but a
miracle followed her requeft. She urged
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it under the greateft difcouragements,
but you have both a command and a pro-
mife, ¢Call upon me in the day of trou-
ble, I will deliver thee, and thou fhalt
glorify me.” (Pfa. 1. 15.)

And, while you fearch the Scriptures
and attend the Church, you will at once
be inftructed and encouraged by marking
in both, thofe footfteps which we lately
confidered. They are, indeed, not {o ex-
plicit in the latter, but attention to the
feriptural account of the Chriftian charac-
ter, will greatly affift you in diftinguifh-
ing real Chriftians from thofe who equal-
ly forward and corrupt, have at all times
aflumed their name, and mixed in their
fociety, to their grief and fcandal. (Phil.
iii. 18, 19.) Leaving thefe unhappy ex-
ceptions to their proper Judge, follow the
unerring Rule he has put into your hand,
and thofe who walk by it ; particularly,
fuch as are your companions in afliGion.
You will fee them pafling before you with
notonly the fame wounds in their hearts,
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but almoft the fame words on their lips.
Study their courfe ; mark their progrefss
obferve how they held his arm, pleaded
at his throne, repofed in his bofom, and
magnified his truth, who walked with
them in a furnace which; like that of the
three children, burnt nothing but their
ponds.’ (Dan. iii. 25.)

But who is fufficient for thefe things ?

A fourth direction will ferve for a re-
ply. To improve the opportunity you
difcern, and to keep pace with thofe you
BPPTOVE, SEEK DIVINE ASSISTANCE ; OFy
as St. Paul has exprefled it, ¢ Be ftrong in
the grace that is in Jefus Chrift.” (2Tim.
i, 1) Ifson the one hand, Religion
has vaft propofals to make ; on the other;
to be truly religious is a mighty aim, and
can be accomplifhed only ¢ through Him
that loved us,’ (Rom. viii. 87.) Oppo-
fing Omnipotence to difficulty, was their
secret, who fo glorioufly overcame a world
that was not worthy of them : read their
hiftory in the eleventh chapter of the He-

| B
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brews, and fee what an implicit reliance,
called Faith, a feeing ¢ Him, who is invi-
fible,” will perform. That invaluable ze-
cord feems to fay, ¢ Qur fathers trufted
in thee : they trufted, and thoun didft de.
liver them : they trufted in thee, and were
not confounded.’ Pfa. xxiiy 4, 5.)

We are, indeed, called to aiw and to ad,
and have the greateft promifes annexed to
the endeavor : but are as fiequently re-
minded that we ¢are not fufficient of
ourfelves to think any thing as of our-
{elyes, but that our fufficiency is of God.
(2 Cor. iii. 5.) Chrift encourages no one
to advance on the ground of his own
firength, any more than on that of his
own defert : he is as jealous of the power
of his Arm as of the merit of his Blood.
He admitted infirmity and mifery to be
prefented as a complaint, but never as an
objection. 1 have obferved it not uncom-
mon, for this to be a feafon of peculiar
temptation ; a fpiritual enemy ftands rea-
dy to defeat every fpiritual opportunity :

e




but our help is near, and our exampleyin
fuch confli@s, excellent. ¢ For this thing
1 befought the Lord thrice :—and he faid
unto me, ¢ My eracg is fufficient for
thee ; for my firength is made perfe& in
weaknefs” May you be enabled to add
with the apoftle, ¢ Moft gladly, therefore,
will I zather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Chrift may reft on me.—
(2 Gor. xii. 8, 9.)

Again, that you may feek cheerfully
this affitance, REGARD YOUR ENCOURAGE-
smexts.  To recover our alienated minds,
and gain our confidence, God meets us
in a way fuited to our neceflities, ard to
our fears. Refift, as the vileft tempta-
tion, any doubt of that Gosd Will to Man,
which was fung ac the Redeemer’s birth.
What hath God not done in order to com-
mend his love ? By every expreflion of
tender concern, he, ‘in the perfon of a
Man of farrows, invites the guilty, the
weary, the trembling and the tempted,
%o come wnto him ; affuring them thavhe
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will neither ¢break the bruifed reed, nog
quench the fmoaking flax. (Mat. xii. 20 )

1f ¢ God is love; (John iv. 16.) < Chrift
is God ftooping to the fenfes, and fpeak-
ing to the heart of man:’ ever faying,
¢ Look to my Crofs, take my Yoke, and
lean upon my Arm, and yethall find reft.”

H!' He fought the houfe of mourning to com-

fort the fifters of Lazarus: he met a
widow following her only child, and,
¢ when the Lord faw her, he had com-
paflion on her, and faid unto her, Weep
not” (Luke viii. 23.) May he meet you
at this time, my dear friend, with confo-
lations which none but himfelf can afford -
and ‘then, at the very grave, fhall that
faying be brought to pafs, < Death is fwal-
lowed upin vitory’  [1 Cor. xv. 54.]
Let thofe fear, who defpife ou:. heavenly
Lrieads, our Pra_/}a‘[:, Pralvyfon.r, Com-

panions, and fenfe of Duty: God with us,

d all things in God, is light in dark-

\Ts, life in death. The words which
tived him, who ftyles himfelf « your
D




T4

brother and companion in tribulation,
and in the kingdom and patience of Jefus
Chrift,” (Rev. i.9.) remain to cheer a
folitude darker, if poffible, than his.—
¢ Fear not ; 1 am the firft and the laft; 1
am he that liveth and was dead ; and
behold I am alive for evermore, Amen :
and have the keys of hell and of death.
(Rev. i. 17, 18.)

To conclude :—The late event folemn-
Iy repeats its Author’s charge, ¢ BE YE
avso rEADY. (Matt. xxiv. 44.) Your
Friend is gone : your following is cer-
tain : it may be fadden ; it may be next.
But fhould it take place this night, and
find you provided with nothing better for
the change than the miferable fubterfuges
of the profane, or the fcarcely lefs mifera-
ble fupports of the formal, what an alarm
(if you are not left to the moft affedting
delufion or ftupidity) willit not occafion !
What an awful tranfition, to pafs from
the Saviour to the Junge ! without love
to him ; without even an acquaintance
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with him : unwilling, unreconciled, un-
renewed ! And to Him who has often
invited you, warned you, and, at times,
affected your confcience with the ‘truths
we have been confidering !—What a fub-
je& for eternal refle@ion, ¢ You would
not come to him that you might have
life.” (John v. 40.)

God forbid, however, that this Thould
be your cafe! Ionly fuppofe it, left it
fhould ; and itis too common to render
the fuppofition improper. From fuch a
danger we cannot be too fecare ; and,
therefore, having lately feen how foon
“the night cometh when no man can
work,” (John ix. 4.) letus feek to-day, in
the redemption which is in Chrift Jefus,
that peace and fafety which you mu be
confcious can never be found our of it
and which it may be too late to feek to-
morrow.

Some things belonging to our impor-
tant change are wifely hid from us; no-
thing, however, is more plain than that
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it is near, and therefore demands our moft
ferious attention : that it is finally deci-
sive, (Matt. xxv. 46.) and therefore warns
us to watch againft thofe errors, which
eternity’ cannot redify ; and, that the
hour is uncertain, and, therefore, calls us
to ftand prepared. With our loins girded,
and our lights burning, may we thus wait
for our Lord !

Imprefled with fuch views, I have often
wifhed to take the afflited by the hand,
and lead them to a Refource their paflions
have obfcured. 1 bave wifhed them to
fee that the Chriftian hope is then moft
alive and full of immortality, when every
other hope periflies. Thefe wifhes, and
the requeft of a friend, (who was folicit-
ous to obtain fomething of this kind more
compendious than he had yet feen) have
drawn from me fome imperfeét hints.—
Imperfed, however, as they are, like a
few words, prefented by the road’s fide to
the eye of the weary traveller, they may
afford you fome prefent direction and re-

e
re



i

lief. And fhould He, who is pleafed te

employ the feebleft means in his greateft

work, condu& you by them, (though but

a fingle fltep on your way) towards a
! Morning without clouds—a Houfe without

mourning, the fervice of your affectionate
k Friend will obtain 2 high reward.

SR
%

)




LETTERS
TO A YOUNG LADY.

et

MY DEAR LUCY,

THOUGH I myfelf have fuftained
an heavy lofs by the death of your excel-
lent mother, who lived fo much in my
friendfhip and efteem, and by her letters
and fociety had conferred upon me fome
of the fweeteft pleafures in human life,

yet you alas ! are the principal fufferer,

by this afli@ing difpenfation. It would
give me the fincereft pleafure, if I knew
how to alleviate your grief, or afford you
a moment’s confolation.

I need not prefs on you the dorines of
religion. You have, doubtlefs, confider-
ed who it is, that has deprived you of
this invaluable parent ; a God of infinite
wifdom who never ftrikes, but at the fit-
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teft moment ; a God of equal goodnefs,
who, without the firongzaft reafons, would
not affli¢ ; and a being of unbounded
power, who is abundantly able to make
up your lofs, and open to you a thoufand
fources of comfort.

Chriftianity fhould exclude all unreafon-
able forrow. 1f we believe that our
friends are dead in God ; we know that
this life is only a vapour, that our fepara-
tion is but for a moment, and that we

* fhall foon be reftored to them in a world,

where life is without pain, and where
friendthip is immortal.

Though you are, in the literal fenfe, an
orphan, yet the number of your friends,
to whom you are fo juftly dear, will ren-
der your fituation neither folitary nor de-
fencelefs. The fenfible, the elegant, and
the good, will think themfelves honoured
by your acquaintance. They will give
you credit for inheriting all the amiable
qualities of a mother, who was revered,
as far as known, whil nature has fe
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strongly imprinted, on your face the re.
femblance of her features.

The fcene is ftill frefh upon my memo-
ry, when in her laft moments, fhe fo
ftrongly recommended you to my pro-
teion. And though fhe paid a compli-
ment to my abilities, which only a partial
friendfhip could have excited, fhe did
nothing more than frit juftice to the
warmth of my affeion. I fhall really
think myfelf complimented by your cor-
refpondence. If you will call me father
ot brother, you will give an unufual luftre
to my name. This fond heart fhall vi.
brate to your wifhes and your happinefs :
and if you will occafionally vifie my little
cot, it thall put on all its lovelieft charms,
and fmile in all its gayeft attire, to receive
{o dear and fo amiable a ftranger.  The
rofes of my humble garden fhall, if pof-
fible, be doubly fweet ; my jeflamines
thall emit an unufual fragrance : and if
nature will but obey, I will order the
geueral fcenery to be delightful.




81

We fhall reap, I am aflured, matual be-
nefits by this acquaintance. If I am
able to communicate to you any little
knowledge, you will more than repay it
by that eafe, delicacy, refinement, confi-
dence, and expanfion, which the mind
never effetually feels, but in the friend-
thip of a fenfible and an interefting wo-
man, fuch a friendfhip is the richeft cor-
dial of life. Either of the fexes withcut
it, are never what they thould be. Like
the beft figures, mautilated, they appear to
difadvantage. Unnatural expedients
may be tried to fupply its place. Bufinefs,
ambition, an overffrained prudence, or
peculiar fituations may lead us to deny
ourfelves fo {weet a pleafure ; butin fa&,
all human proje&ts and fuccefles are in/isid
without it. They are 1ofelefs thorns, a
winter without a fpring. Pleafures have
not their relifth, and forrow wants a bo-
fom to recline on. Our manners have
not their proper foftnefs ; cur morals

2




their purity, and our fouls feel an uncom-
fortable void.

They, who talk degradingly of women,
do not know the value of the treafure
they defpife. They have not fufficient
tafte to relifh their excellencies, or purity
enough to court their acquaintance.—
They have taken the portraits of abandon-
od women, and they think their features
applicable to all.

The fofter fex, it is certain, are ex-
ceedingly injured by their education. If
they were what they fbould be, they are
thofe lights in the picture of human life,
that are intended to cheer all its dark-
nefs and its fhades.

e
LETTER IL
THE education of womén is unfortu-

nately directed rather to fuch accomplith-
m uts, as will enable them to make a




noife and fparkle in the world, than to
thofe qualities, which might enfure their
comfort here, and happinefs hereafter.
Boarding fchools confult but little thofe
domeftic qualifications, which are con-
feffedly the higheft point of ufefulnefs in
your fex, and fill lefs that folid piety and
virtue, which alone, to ‘an intelligent
creature, can be the fource of any real
heart-felt enjoyment.

Though religion is indifpenfibly necef-
fary to loth fexes, and in every pofiible
charaéter and ftation, yet a woman feems,
more peculiarly, to need its enlivening
fupports, whilft her frame muft be con-
feffed to be admirably calculated for the
exercife of all the tender and devout af
fections.

The timidity, arifing from the natural
weaknefs and delicacy of your frame ;
the numerous difeafes, to which you are
liable ; that exquifite fenfibility, which in
many of you vibrates to the flighteft
touch of joy or forrow ; the tremulous
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anxiety you have for friends, children, a
family, which nothing can relieve, but a
fenfe of their being under the proteétion
of God; the fedentarinefs of your life,
naturally followed with low {pirits or en-
nui, whillt we are feeking health and plea-
fure in the field ; and the many lonely
hours, which in almoft every fituation,
are likely to be your lot, will expofe you
to a number of peculiar forrows, which
you cannot, like the men, either drown
in wine, or divert by diflipation.

From the era, that you become mar-
riageable, the fphere of your anxieties
and aflitions will be enlarged. The
generality of 1aen are far from ad&ing on
fuch fri&t principles of honour and inte-
grity, in their connexions with you, as
they would rigidly obferve, in matters of
a much more trivial importance. Some
delight in fporting with your niceft fenfi-
bilities, and afterwards expofing with an
illiberal triumph, the fondnefs of a credu-
lous and unfufpedting heart ; others, from

S
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fathion merely, and to be called men of
gallantry, will fay 2 thoufand civil things,
and fhow as many preferences ; with no
other view, than to amufe the mcment,
or acquire a fantaftic, vifionary honour.
A third fort of men (yes it is poffible that
there fhould be male coquettes !) will do
and fay every thing to infpire you with
fondnefs, and get pofleffion of your heart,
without proceeding to that explanation,
which natuare has intended to come from
us, and which the delicacy of your fex,
whatever you may fuffer, will not permit
you to demand. Others, without any
particular defigns wpon you, or improper
attentions, (for attachments fpring up in-
Jenfibly, and are as poffible in one fex, as
the other) may be too agreeable for your
fafety and repofe, and leave you to a filent,
heartfelt concern, which will prey doubly
in proportion to its concealment—or even
when the indiffoluble knot of marriage is
tied, and you have refigned every thing,
sill it comes to your name and perfon, it
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may be to a man of mere integrity, whe
knows nothing of thofe many, little, ten-
der attentions, which involve fo great a
thare of a woman’s happinefs—it may be
to a perfon of great ambition, who has
neither leifure nor inclination for foft do-
meflic feenes—-it may be to a fafhionable
Insiped, who, for the sake of flirting with
someelegant fair, and giving your jealousy
the widest range, leaves your charms and
the endearments of his children to perifhy,
in peglett—nay ftakes perhaps, his very
Zaff thoufand on the uncertainty of game,
when the unhappy throw may confign
both you and your helplefs babes to pover-
ty and ruin—or it may be to a perfon of
a peevith, ill natured, faturnine calt, art-
fully concealed, till he had you in poflef-
fion, which no attention can alter, no
charms can fweeten, and 1o wiva.
city can cheer. Under thefe, or indeed
any other diftreffes, religion is the only
true and unfailing refource 3 and its hopes
and profpedts, the only folid bafis of con.
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folation. In your many, folitary mo-
ments, what can afford the mind fo fo-
vereign a relief, as the exercife of devo-
tion to an all prefent God 2 and, when
domeftic forrows clufter upon you, which
you cannot reveal to any friend on earih,
what method have you left, but to pour
them into the bofom of your Father in
heaven, who is confeffedly the friend of
the friendlefs, always willing to hear their
cries, and always able to protect.

The, period, my dear girl, I truft, is
diftant, when fuch afflictions. fhall attack
your glowing fenfibility. They may
come, however, when I am no more;
when this tongue cannot give a word of
comfost, nor thefe eyes drop a fympa-
thizing tear. If they fbould, remember
my advice, and let your friendfhip ftrevr
a few purple flowers over the grave of

Your very faith{ul and affectionate




A
MINISTER’S ADVICE
TO A

YOUNG LADY.

e

THY wining grace will lose its power to

charm,

Thy smile to vanquish, and thy breast to
warm

The reign of beauty Iike the bloeming
flower,

Is but the pride and pageant of an hour;

To day its sweets perfume the ambient air,

To-morrow sees its shrunk, nor jonger
fair' 5

Such the extent of all exterral sway ;

At best, the glory of a short livid day ;

“Then let the mind your noblest care en-
gage ;

Its beausies 1

st beyond the flight of age :

5
il
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"Tis mental charm protract each dying
grace,

And renovate the bloom that deck’d the
beauteous face.

Let every virtue reign within thy breast,

That Heav'n appraves, or makes 1ts own-
er blest 3

To candour, truth, and charity divine,

The modest, decent, lovely virtues join

Let wit, well temper’d, meet with sense
refin’d,

And every thought express the polish’d
mind :

A mind above the meanness of deceit ;

Of honour pure—in conscious virtue great;

In every change that keeps one steady aim,

And feels that joy and virtue are the same.

And O ! let prudence o’er each thought
preside

Direct in public, and in private guide ;

Teach thee the snaves of artifice to shun,

And know, not feel, how others were un-
done :

Teach thee to tell the flatterer from the
friend,
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And those who love, from those who but
pretend.

Ah ne’er let flatt’ry tempt you to believe ;
For man is false, and flatters to deceive ;
Adores those charms his falsehood would
disdain,

And laughs at confidence he strives to gain,

And if delight your bosom e’er would
taste,

O shun the viscious, dread the faithless
breast !

Infection breathes, where’er they take
their way,

And weeping innocence becomes a prey :

Fhe slightest blasts, a female bliss destroy,

And taint the source of all ber sweetest
S

Kill every blossom, over run each flow’r,

And wrost from beauty all its charming
power.

The dying bud may burst to life again,

And herbs o’erspread the snow-invested
plain ;

Green leaves may clothe thy wintery wi-
dow’d trees,
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And where frost nipt, may fan the western

breeze :

¢ But beauteous woman no redemption
knows

The wounds of honour time can never
close 3’

Her virtue sunk, to light can never rise,
Nor lustre beam from once guilt clouded
€eyes.,

-

Fix’d be thy mind, those pleasures to

pursue,

That reason points as permanent and true ;

Think not that bliss can mingle with a
throng,

‘Whirl’d by a tide of idle forms along :

‘Think not that Pleasure lives with Pomp
and State,

Or soothes the bosoms of the rich and
great ;

Think not to meet her at the ball or play,

‘Where flirt the frolicksome, and haunt the
gay s

/l Think not she flutters on the public walk,

Or prompts the tongue that pours unmean-
ing talk ;
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Or loves the breath of compliment, to feel,
Or stamps on crowns her estimable seal.

True Female Pleasure, of more modest

kind,

Springs from the heart, and lives within
the mind ;

From noisy mirth, and grandeur’s route
she flies,

And in domestic duties wholly lies.

As fades the flow’r, that’s rear’d withten-
der care,

‘When left expos’d to storms and chilling
air :

So fades the fair, in reason’s sober eye,

“That braves the crowd, nor heeds the dan-
ger nigh ;

‘Who giddy roves, with Folly’s motley
queen,

Nor loves the transports of a life serene.

Be thine the friendship of a chosen few,

To every virtue uniformly true ;

Be thine, the converse of some kindred
mind,

Candid to all, but not to errors blind ;

Prudent to check or warn unguarded youth,
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And guide thy steps in innocence and truth
Those who regard, will fulsome language

wave ;

And, in the friend sincere, forget the
slave ;

Will make, like me, your happiness its
care,

Nor wink at specks, that render you less
fair.

From books too, draw much profit and

delight,

At early morning, and at latest night ;

But far, O far! from thy chaste eyes re-
move

The bloated page, that paints licentious
love ;

That wakes the passions, but net mends
the heart,

And only leads to infamy and art !

Let Addison’s and Johnson’s moral page,

And Hawkesworth’s pleasing style, the
hours engage.

From Milton fee! the warm poetic fire,

Whom all the nympths of Helicon inspire,
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With Thomson, round the varied Seasons
‘rove ;

His chaste ideas ev’ry heart improve.

Let tuneful Pope instruct you how to sing,

To frame the lay, and raise the trembling
wing.

Such be thy joys ; and thro’ this varied

life,

Whether a maid, a mother, or a wife;

May fair content for ever fill thy breast,

And not an anxious care disturb thy rest;

May love, the purest passion of the skies,

Play round thy heart, and sparkle in thine
eyes;

May all thy worth be virtue’s sweet reward,

And goodness only claim thy just regard.

-~
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