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PREFACE.

My Dear Laps:

The conquest of Mexico, an extensive empire with
a numerous and warlike population, by a mere hand-
ful of Spaniards is one of the romances of history ;
indeed, a writer of fiction would scarcely have
dared to invent so improbable a story. Even the
bravery of the Spaniards and the advantage of
superior arms would not have sufficed to give them
the vietory had it not been that Mexico was ripe
for disruption. The Aztecs, instead of conciliating
by wise and gentle government the peoples they
had conquered, treated them with such despotic
harshness that they were ready to ally themselves
with the invaders and to join with them heartily
against the central power; so that instead of bat-
tling against an empire single-handed, the Spaniards
had really only to war with a great city and were
assisted by a vast army of auxiliaries.

Fortunately the details of the extraordinary ex-
pedition of Cortez were fully related by contem-
porary writers, several of whom were eye-witnesses
of the scenes they described. It was not necessary
for me to revert to these, as Prescott in his admi-
rable work on the conquest of Mexico has given a
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summary of them and has drawn a most vivid
picture of the events of the campaign. The book
far surpasses in interest any volume of fiction, and I
should strongly recommend my readers to take the
first opportunity that ocours of perusing the whole
story, of which I have only been able to touch upon
the principal events. While history is silent as to
the voyage of the Swan, it is recorded by the
Spaniards that an English ship did in 1517 or 1518
appear off the port of San Domingo, and was fired
at by them and chased from the islands; but it was
not until some twenty or thirty years later that the
English buccaneers openly sailed to challenge the
supremacy of the Spaniards among the Western
Tslands and to dispute their pretensions to exclude all
other flags but their own from those waters. It
may be well believed that the ship spoken of was
not the only English craft that entered the Spanish
main, and that the adventurous traders of the west
country more than once dispatched ships to carry
on an illicit trade there. Such enterprises would
necessarily be conducted with great secrecy until
the relations between Spain and England changed
and religious differences broke up the alliance that
existed between them during the early days of
Henry VIIL
Yours very sincerely,

G. A. HENTY.
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BY RIGHT OF CONQUEST.

CHAPTER 1
A STARTLING PROPOSAL.

O~ March 3, 1516, the trading vessel, the Swan,
dropped anchor at Plymouth. She would in our
days be considered a tiny craft indeed, but she was
then looked upon as a large vessel, and one of which
her owner, Master Diggory Beggs, had good reason
to be proud. She was only of some eighty tous
burden, but there were few ships that sailed out
from Plymouth of much larger size; and Plymonth
was even then rising into importance as a seaport,
having flourished mightily since the downfall of its
once successful rival—Fowey. Large ships were
not needed in those days, for the only cargoes sent
across the sea were costly and precious goods which
occupied but small space. The cloths of the Flem-
ings, the silks and satins of Italy, the produce of
the East, which passed first through the hands of
the Venetian and Genoese merchants, and the wines
of France and Spain, were the chief articles of
commerce. Thus the freight for a vessel of eighty
tons was a heavy venture, and none but merchants
of wealth and position would think of employing
larger ships.

n_this respect the Spaniards and the Italian re-
publics were far ahead of us, and the commerce of
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England was a small thing indeed in comparison
with that of Flanders. In Plymouth, however, the
Swan was regarded as a goodly ship ; and Master
Diggory Beggs was heartily congratulated by his
acquaintances when the news came that the Swan
was sailing up the sound, having safely returned
from a voyage to Genoa. As soon as the anchor
was dropped and the sails were furled, the captain,
Reuben Hawkshaw, a cousin of Master Beggs, took
his place in the boat, accompanied by his son Roger,
a lad of sixteen, and was rowed by two sailors to
the landing-place.

hey were delayed for a few minutes there
by the number of Reuben’s acq]l]laintances, who
thronged round to shake him by the hand; but as
soon as he had freed himself of these he strode up
the narrow street from the quays to the house of
Master Diggory. Reuben Hawkshaw was a tall,
Fowerful]y built man, weather-beaten and tanned

rom his many comings and goings upon the sea ;
with a voice that could be heard in the loudest
storm, and a fierce look—but, as his men knew,
gentle and kind at_heart, though very daring, and
having, as it seemed, no fear of danger either from
man or tempest. Roger was large boned and loosely
jointed, and was likely some day to fill- out into as
big a man as his father, who stood over six feet
two without his shoes.
Reuben was wont to complain that he himself
was too big for shipboard.

f a crew were men wholly of my size,” he
would say, “a ship would be able to carry but a
scant crew ; for, lie they as close as they” would,
there would not be room for a full complement be-
low.” For indeed in those days space was precious,
and on board a ship men were packed wellnigh as
close as they could lie, having small ought of com-
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fort, and being
well content if
there was room
to turn without
angering those
lying next on
either side.

The merchant,
who was so stout
and portly that
he offered a strong
contrast to his
cousin, rose from
his desk as the
latter entered.

I am glad in-
deed to see you
back, Cousin Reu-
ben; and trust
that all has fared
well with you.”

“Indifferent
well, Cousin Dig-
gory. We have a
fmd stock of

talian goods on
board ; but as, of
course, these took
up but a small por-
tion of her hold,
I put into Cadiz
on my way back.
There I filled up
with threescore
barrels of Spanish
wine, which will,
1 warrant me, re-
turn good profit.”

“09TXAT( 01 AN0X 10N WO SpaviavdS A £Q PassasT £juno am 1o duIe
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“And you have met with no accidents or adven-
tures, Reuben ?”

“Not more than is usual. We had a fight with
some Moorish pirates, who coveted the goods with
which, as they doubtless guessed, we were laden;
but we beat them off stoutly with a loss of only six
men killed among us.  We had bad weather coming
up the Portugal coast, and had two men washed
overboard; and we hbad another stabbed in a
drunken brawl in the street. And besides these
there are of course many who were wounded in the
fight with the Moors and in drunken frays ashore,
but all are doing well, and the loss of a little blood
will not harm them, so our voyage may be termed
an easy and pleasant one.”

“That is well,” the merchant said, in a tone of
satisfaction. *We cannot expect a voyage like this

o pass without accident. And how are you, Roger #”

he asked, turning to the boy, who was standing
near the door with his cap in his hand until it
should please his elders to address him.

“Tam well, I thank you, Master Diggory. It is
seldom that anything “ails with me. I trust that
Mistress Mercy and my cousins are well.”

“You had best go upstairs and see them for.
yourself, Roger. Your father and I have weighty
matters to talk over, and would fain be alone.”

Roger was glad to escape from the merchant's
counting-house ; and bowing to his cousin, went off
with a quiet step, which, after he had closed the
door behind him, was changed into a rapid bound
as he ascended the s

«Gently, Roger,” Mistress Beggs said as he en-
tered the room where she and her two daughters

were sitting at work. “We are truly glad to see
you, but you must remember that we stay-at-home
people are not accustomed to the boisterous ways
of the sea.”
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The reproof was administered in a kindly tone,
but Roger colored to the hair; for, indeed, in his
delight at being back again he had forgotten the
manners that were expected from a lad of his age
on shore. However, he knew that although Mistress
Beggs was somewhat precise in her ways, she was
thoroughly kind, and always treated him as if he
were a nephew of her own rather than a young
cousin of her husband’s. He therefore recovered at
once from his momentary confusion, and stepped
forward to receive the salute Mistress Beggs always
gave him on his return from his voyages.

ol Doroch%v, Agnes, you remember your Cousin
Roger?” The two girls, who had remained seated
at their work—which had, however, made but little
Erogress since their father had run in two hours

efore to say that the Swan was signaled in the
sound—now rose and each made a formal courtesy,
and then held up her cheek to be kissed, according
to the custom of the day; but there was a little
smile of amusement on their faces that would have
told a close observer that had their mother not been
present their greeting would have been a warmer
and less ceremonious one.

«Well, well, Roger,” Mistress Beggs went on,
‘it is marvelous to see how fast you grow! Why,
it is scarce six months since you sailed away, and
you seem half a head taller than you were when
you went! And so the Swan has returned safely
without damage or peril

“No damage to speak of, Cousin Mercy, save for
a few shot~%oles i her hull and a good many

patches on her side—the work of a Moorish corsair
with whom we had a sharp brush by the way.”
“And was there loss of life, Roger?”
“We have come back nine hands shorter than we
sailed with, and there are a few on board still unfit
for hard work.”

§
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“And did you fight, Cousin Roger?” Dorothy
ked.

Beggs aske

5 %sdid what I could with my bow until I got
alongside, and then joined in the mélée as well as I
coulg. The heathen fought bravely, but they were
not a match for our men, being wanting in weight
and strength, and little able to stand up against the
crushing blows of our axes. But they are nimble
and quick with their curved swords, and the fierce-
ness of their faces and their shouting would have

ut men out of countenance who had less reason to
e confident than ours.”

«And the trading has gone well 27 asked Mistress
Beggs, who was known to have a keen eye to the
main chance.

“T believe that my father’s well satisfied, Cousin
Mercy, and that the venture has turned out fully as
well as he looked for.”

“That is well, Roger. Do you girls go on with

our work. You can sew while you are listening.

will go and see that the preparations for dirfner
are going on regularly, for the maids are apt to give
way to talk and gossip when they know that the
Swan is in.”

As soon as she had left the room the two girls
threw down their work, and running across to Roger
saluted him most heartily.

“That is a much better welcome,” Roger said,
“than the formal greetings you before gave me.
wonder what Cousin Mercy would have said had she
chanced to come in in.”

“ Mother 1l enough what it would be
when we were alone together,” Dorothy said, langh-
ing. “She always thinks it right on special occa-

sions to keep us to our manners, and to make us
sure that we know how becoming it is to behave ;
but you know well, Roger, that she is not strict
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with us generally, and likes us to enjoy ourselves.
When we are staying up at the farm with Aunt
Peggy, she lets us run about as we will and never
interferes with us save when our spirits carry us
away altogether. I think we should be glad if we
always lived in the country. But no\v,%{oger, let
us hear much more about your voyage and the fight
with thé Moors. Are they black men ?”

“Not at all, Dorothy. "They are not very much
darker than our own fishermen when they are
bronzed by the sun and wind. There are black men
who live somewhere near their country, and there
were several of these fighting with them. These
blacks ave bigger men than the Moors, and have
thick li{)s and wide mouths. I believe that they
live as slaves among the Moors, but those who were
with them fought as bravely as they did, and it
needed a man with a stout heart to engage with
them, so ugly were their face

“Were vou not terified, Roger 2

“I was frightened at first, Dorothy, and felt a
strange weakness in my knees as they began to
swarm up the ship’s side, but it passed off when the
scuffle began.  You see, there was no time to think
about it. - We all had to do our best, and even had
T been frightened ever so badly, T hope that I should
not have showed it, for it would have brought shame
upon my father as well as myself; but in truth I
thought little about it one way or the other. There
they were on the deck, and had to be driven back
again, and we set about the work like Englishmen
and honest men ; and, thanks to our pikes and axes,
we had not very much-trouble about it, especially
when we once became fairly angered on seeing some
of our friends undone by the heathen. I myself
would rather go through two or three such fights
than encounter such another storm as we had off
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the coast of Portugal for four days. It seemed that
we must be lost, the waves were of such exceeding
bigness—far surpassing anything I had ever seen
before. My heart was in my mouth scores of
times, and over and over again I thought that
she would never rise again, so great was the weight
of water that poured over her. Truly it was the
mercy of God which alonesaved us, for I believe that_
even my father thought the ship would be beaten
to pieces, though he kept up a show of confidence
in order to inspirit the men. However, at the end
of the fourth day the gale abated, but it was days
before the great sea went down, the waves coming
in long regular hills, which seemed to me as big as
those which we have here in Devonshire, but smooth
and regular, so that while we rolled mightily there
was naught to fear from them.”

“I should not like to be a sailor,” Agnes said.
“Tt would be far better, Roger, were you to come
into our father’s counting-house. You know he
would take you into his business did Cousin Reuben
desireit.”

Roger laughed. I should make but a poor pen-
man, Agnes; I love the sea dearly, and it is seldom
that we have such gales to meet as that, and after
all it is no worse to be drowned than it is to come
to any other death. I am well content, cousin, with
matters as they are, and would not stay ashore and
spend my life in writing not to be as rich as the
greatest merchant in Plymouth. I almost wish I

ad been born a Spaniard or a Portuguese, for then
I might haye a chance of sailing to wondrous new
countries, instead of voyaging only in European
waters.”

‘It seems vo me that you have plenty to see as it
is, Roger,” Dorothy said.

I do not say nay to that,” Roger assented ; “ but
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1 do not see why Spain and Portugal should claim
all the Indies, Kast and West, and keep all others
. from going there.”

““But the pope has given the Indies to them,”
Dorothy said.

“I don’t see that they were the pope’s to give,”
Roger replied. “That might do for the king and
his minister Wolsey and the bishops, but when in
time all the people have read, as we do, Master
Wiycliffe’s Bible, they will come to see that there is
no warrant for the authority the pope claims, and
then we may perhaps take our share of these new
discoveries.”

“Hush, Roger! You should not speak so loud
about the Bible. You know that though there
are many who read it, it is not a thing to be spoken
of openly, and that it would bring us all into sore
trouble Were any one to hear us speak so frecly as
you have done. There has been burning of Lollards,
and they say that Wolsey is determined to root out
all the followers of Wycliffe.”

“It will take him some trouble to do that,” Roger
said, shrugging his shoulders. Still T will be care-
ful, Dorothy, for T will not on any account bring
trouble upon you here. But, thank Heaven, Eng-
Jand is not Spain, where men are forever being b
tared and burned for their religion. The English
would never put up with that. [t may be that there |
will be persecution, but methinks it is rather those
whose opinions lead them to make speeches that are
regarded as seditious and who stir up the people
into discontent that fall into trouble; and that as
long as folks hold their own opinions in peace and

uiet, and trouble not others, neither king nor car-
inal will seek to interfere with them. Itis not so
in Spain: there, upon the slightest suspicion that a
man or woman holds views differing from those of
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the priests, he is dragged away and thrown into
the prisons of the Inquisition, and tortured and
burned.”

Mistress Mercy now returned and she and the
girls busied themselves in laying the table for
dinner.

That evening, after Mistress Mercy, the girls, and
Roger had retired to bed, Reuben Hawkshaw and
his cousin had a long talk together concerning the
next voyage of the Swan. After Master Diggory
had discussed the chances of a voyage to the Low
Countries or another trip to the Mediterranean,
Reuben, who had been silently listening to him,
said : “ Well, Cousin Diggory, to tell you the truth
T have been turning over a project that seems to me
to offer a chance of greater profit, though I deem it
not without risk. That is the case, of course, with
all bradinﬁ affairs; and, as you know, the greater
the risk the greater the profit; so the question to
be considered is whether the profit is in fair
portion to the risk run. I think that it is in this
case, and I am ready to risk my life in carrying it
out ; it is for you to consider whether you are ready
to risk your venture.”

“What is it, Reuben? There are no other voy-
ages that T know of, unless indeed you think of
sailing up to Constantinople and trading with the
Grand Turk.”

“My thoughts go further afield still, Diggory.
It is a matter I have thought over for some time,
and when I was at Cadiz the other day I made many.
inquiries, and th, e confirmed me in my opin-
ions on the matf You know that the Spaniards
are gaining huge wealth from the Indies, and I
heard at Cadiz that after the conquest they made a
year since of the island they call Cuba, the stores
indeed.

of precious things brought home were v
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As you know, they bring from there gold and spices
and precious woods, and articles of native work-
manship of all kinds.”

“I know all that, Reuben, and also that, like dogs
in the manger, they suffer none others to sail those
seas, and that no English ship has ever yet traversed
those waters.”

“That is so, Diggory; but by all T hear the
number of islands is large, and there are reports that
there lies further west a great land from which it is
they procure chiefly the gold and silver and precious
things. Now it seems to me that were the matter
secretly conducted, so that no news could be sent
to Spain, a ship might slip out and cruise there, deal-
ing with the natives, and return richly stored with
treasures.

“The Swan is a fast sailer, and did she fall in
with the Seilanisb ships would show them a clean
pair of heels. Of course she would avoid the places
where the Spaniards have forts and garrisons, and
touch only at those at which I hear they trade but
little ;” and he took out a scroll from his bosom, un-
rolled it, and showed it to be a map. “This I
purchased, for ten gold pieces, of a Spanish captain
who had come to poverty and disgrace from his
ship being cast away while ho was asleep in liquor
in his cabin—a fault which is rare among the
Spaniards, and therefore_thought all the more of.
I met him in Cadiz at a wine shoE near the port ; he
told me his story as we drank together, for he
spoke Dutch, having traded much with the Low
Countries. .

“He took out a map, to show me some of the
places at which he had had adventures. Isaid that
the thing was curious, and would buy it of him if
he was disposed to sell. He said that it would be
as much as his life were worth to part with it to an
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Englishman ; and, indeed, that it was only captains
of ships trading in those seas who were allowed to
have them, seeing that all matters connected with
the islands were Deld as astate secret. After some
trouble and chaffering, however, he agreed to make
me an exact copy, and to sell it me for ten gold
pieces. This is the copy; it is exact, for I com-
ared it with the original before I paid for it.
. Now, here you see are laid down the position and pn
bearing of all the islands, together with all the ports
and places where the Spaniards have their settle-
ments.

“This line over here represents the mainland, but
it is, as you see, but vaguely drawn, seeing that ex-
cept at one or two points the Spaniards themselves
have but little knowledge of it. Now it seems that
with the help of this I might so navigate the Swan
as to avoid much risk of falling in with the dons;
and might yet make a shift to fill " the ship with
goods of all kinds such as would sell here for great
prices. I know, of course, that were we taken we

¢ should be killed without mercy ; but in the first
& place they would have to catch us, which would
3 not be easy, and in the second to capture us, which,
methinks, would be more difficult still, seeing that a
crew of stout Devonshire lads, fighting with halters
. round their necks, would give a good account of
] themselves even if overhauled by a great Spanish

alleon.  What think you of the scheme, Cousin
Diggory

o T T T L R A Y T W oy e

s a perilous one, «certainly, Reuben,” the
merchant replied, after a long silence. *There is |
the risk of the loss of thé ship and all her freight,
and there is the risk of the loss of your life and of
1 those of the crew, and I would rather lose even the
Swan, Reuben, than that harm should come to you
i and Roger. Then it may well be that, even if you
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carried the scheme to a successful end and returned
laden with wealth, the king and his counselors,
when the matter came to their ears—which it
would be sure to do on vonr return for it w ould
make a p tal be grievously
offended, accuse us of embrmlmcr FnOI'uxd with
Spain, confiscate the cargo, visit me with fine and
xmpusonmeuc and treat you and the crew as
pirates.”

“T do not fear that,” Reuben said ;  our relations
with Spain have grown cold lately, “and_there is a
talk of peace between us and France. In the next
place, I should say that the king would be mightily

lad to see a chance of us hn‘rhih having a finger
in this pie that the Spaniards want to keep to them-
selves, and that he will perceive that great advan-
tage will arise from our obtaining a share of the
trade with the Indies. There is a_rare Je.\lous\' in
the country at the Spaniards and Portu; \eme
all the trade of both the Indies in their hands; and
methinks that even if he judged it necessary to
make a show of displeasure ‘against the men who
led the way in this matter, there would in the end
be much honor as well as pmm in this venture.”

“It is a grave matter, Reuben, and one not to be

undertaken without much thought and caleulation.

Still, T own that the proposal is a tempting one, and

3 that the possession of this map, which [ will ex-

amine at my leisure, would help you much in your

enterprise. Truly, as you say, although the ki g

might frown, there would be much honor as well as

profit in being the first English merchant to dis- |

Eatcha.sth to the Spanish main. I love not the |
, and, like all Englisl who think as I

do on matters of religion, have viewed with much

disfavor our alliance with men who are such cruel

persecutors of all who are not of their religion.”
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“I hate them,” Reuben Hawkshaw said ener-
getically. “ They swagger as if they were the lords
of the world, and hold all others as of no account
beside them. If you resolve on this enterprise L
shall, of course, do my utmost to avoid them ; but
should they try to lay hand on us I shall be right |
glad to show them that we Englishmen hold our-
selves fully a match for them.”

« Well, well, we must not think of that,” Diggory
Beges said hastily ; but, nevertheless, cousin, if
the Swan sails for those seas I will see that she is
well provided with ordnance and small arms, so that
she shall be able to hold her own with those who
would meddle with her.”

«That is all I ask, Diggory. We shan’t meddle

“ with them if they do not meddle with us; but if
they treat us as pirates, to be slain without form of
: trial, they must not, blame us if we act as pirates
| when they come upon us. They hold that they are
, beyond the law when they are once beyond sight of
* land going westward ; and we have only to take
; them at their word. As to piracy, if the things that
are whispered as to their cruelty to the natives be
true, pirates are an_innocent and kindly folk com-
ared to them. They openly proclaim that all
ound in these seas, which they claim as their own,
will be treated as enemies and slain without mercy ;
and we shall be therefore fully justified in treating
as an enemy any Spanish ship that we may come
across, and ‘holding ber as a fair prize if we are
strong enough to take her.”

“But you must not go out with that intent, Reu-
ben. If I fit out the Swan to go to the Indies it is
that she may trade honestly with such natives as
are ready to trade with her, and not that she may
wage war against the Spaniards.”

T quite understand that, Cousin Diggory,” Reu- |

R
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ben Hawkshaw said with a grim smile; “and that
also is my intent if the Spaniards will but let me
adhere to it: only if we are attacked we must de-
fend ourselves. If they try to capture us, and we
beat them, it is but natural that we should capture
them.”

« Against that T have nothing to say, Reuben. T
can find no authority in Scripture for the Spaniards
claiming a portion of the seas as their right. The
world is all, as it seems to me, open to trade, and
neither the pope nor any one olse has a right to
parcel it out for the exclusive use of one or two na-
tions. As we all know, the seas within a mile or
two of shore are held to belong naturally to those
who own the land ; but that is a different thing al-
together to holding that more than half the seas, in-
asmuch as we know of them, are to be held as
vate property by Spaniards and Portugals. ell,
“we will say no more about it at present; there is
plenty of time to think it over while the Swan is
unloading. I certainly do not like to take so great
a risk as this would be on my own shoulders, but if
1 could get two or three others to join me I should
be willing enough to embark upon'it.”

«T need not tell you, Diggory, that it behooves
you to be right careful as to those to whom you
may broach it. Remember that an incautious word
might ruin the enterprise altogether. If so much
as a whisper of it reached the ear of the Spanish
ambassador in London, he would apply to the king
to put a stop to it; and whateyer King Harry might
think of it he could hardly permit the Swan to sail
in the face of such a remonstrance, for to do so
would assuredly embroil him with Spain.”

will be careful, Reuben ; for I see this as well
as you do, and shall only speak to men who have
before now worked with me in joint adventures and
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on whose discretion T can surely rely. T will talk
the matter over with them, Reuben, first; and if
they appear favorably (llaposed you shall meet them
here, show them your map, and explain your in-
tentions fully to them. If three others join me in
equal shares, T shall propose that, as it is your idea,
and as you have obtained this map, you shall have
an equal share with each of us in the business, and
shall in addition to your pay as master take one-fift
of the plums after payment of expenses. Wil that
content y

£ Ru;ht \vell, Cousin Diggory ; and from this mo-
ment I shall, I can tell you, regard myself as a rich
man.”

The unloading of the Swan occupied some time :
there was no undue haste in those days. The bales
were hoisted by whips from the hold and then
carried up to Master Beggs’ warehouse. The sailors
had earned a fair time for repose after the hard-
ships of the voyage, and took matters easily, and it
was more than a week before the Swan's hold was
empty. During that time the merchant had not
made any allusion to Reuben as to their conversa-
tion on the evening alter the Swan came into port.
But Reuben was neither surprised nor anxious at
this silence; he knew that his cousin, although an
(-lltel"n‘i.sn\" v cautions man, and had hardly
hoped to find his proposal so favorably entertained.
He had looked for absoluté u'fus‘ll at first, and ex-
pected that he would only t his end after
long disputes and discussion. T frétors e onbia

not that Diggory turning the matter over and

over in his mind, settling the details, and perhaps
broaching the matter to the merchants he bad
spoken of.

The Swan once empty was laid up on the shore,
where she dried at low tide, so that she could have




BY RIGHT OF CONQUEST. 17

her seams calked, and a coat of pitch laid on below
the water-line, and be made tight and sound for any
voyage on which she might be dispatched. Reuben
Hawkshaw had lost his wife years before, and when
in port at Plymouth always ‘occupied lodgings in a
house a short distance from that of his cousin,
spending his evenings mostly at Master Diggory’s,
but refusing to take his breakfast or dinner there.

“I know what is what, cousin,” he would say
when the merchant pressed him and Roger to come
to breakfast or dinner. “Women are women, and,
as is only right, they hold to the nicety of things:
and nothing displeases them more than for people
to come in late for their meals. When I am at
work I work, and if when the clock strikes the hour
for meals T am in the middle of a job I see that it is
finished before the men knock off. Then there is
the matter of washing and cleaning up, for one
gathers much dust and dirt in the hold otl a ship, so
that, do what T would, Roger and I could never
reckon upon being punctual, and the matter would
weigh on my mind when I ought to be thinking of
other things. No, no, Diggory, we will be free
men, taking our bite and sup on board as we can
malke shift to get them, and then when work is over
coming with clean hands and a clear mind to sup-
per with you. When the Swan’s hold is empty, it
will be time enough to talk about amusement.”

The evening after the unlading of the cargo was
completed, Master Diggory said to his wife “Get
the table cleared as soon as you can, Mercy, and
bring two flasks of that last batch of Spanish wine
out of the cellar, and put them and some cups on
the board. I have two or three friends coming in
to talk over a matter of business with Reuben and'
me.”

As soon as the table was cleared Roger asked
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permission of his aunt to take his cousins for a walk
upon the Hoe. This was readily granted, as there
was no other room in which they could well be
bestowed, and having set the wine upon the table,
Dame Mercy retired to look after domestic matters,
of which she always found an abundance to occupy

er.

In a short time Master Turnbull, Master Strea-
tham, and Master Winslow, three worshipful
traders of Plymouth, arrived.

“Cousin Reuben,” Master Diggory said, “ T have
spoken to these good friends of mine in respect of
that venture which you proposed to me, and they
would fain hear more of it from your own lips. You
can speak with confidence before them, for whether
they agree to cast in their lot with us or not, no
word of this matter will pass their lips.”

Reuben addressed himself to his task, and that at
much greater detail than he hml given when first
speaking of the matter to Digg

Te told them what he had gatheled from the sea
captains and others as to the articles with which
the dons traded with the natives. That they were
for the most part cheap and common, and that. the
amount required for a sufficient stock of such mer-
chandise would be very small. Small hand-mirrors,
strings of colored glass beads, brass rings and trin.
kets, “colored handkerchiefs and bright cloths were
the articles chiefly used in-barter. Knives and axes
were greatly prized, the natives considering iron to
be more valuable than silver or gold. Small bells
and brass vessels were also \aluenl, and iron spear
and arrow heads were eagerly sought for ; but the
Spaniards were chary of providing such goods, see-
ing that they might be used in conﬁms against them-
selves.

Then he produced a list of the stores that would

at]
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be required for the ship and crew. “In this mat-
ter,” he said, “ you will think, perhaps, that my de-
mands are excessive ; but I am of opinion that money
in this way would be well spent. As a rule—though
I say it before men accustomed to victualing ships—
our crews are vilely provided for. Salt meat they
must eat, for no other can be obtained at sea, but it
should be of good quality, likewise the other pro-
visions. I want not biscuits that are alive with
maggots, nor moldy flour, nor peas or other things
that cattle would furn up their noses at. ant
everything to be the very best of its kind, with cider
good and sound and in fair abundance.

“This is not an ordinary voyage. We shall be
away for many months, maybe for a year or two;
and ‘unless the men are well ‘fed they will assuredly
Iose their health and likely enough become muti-
nous. If we come upon a Spanish ship when three
parts of the crew are weak with scurvy, we shall
make but a poor fight of it. Therefore] I want to
keep my men in good strength and in good heart,
and to do this they must be well fed. Such a voy-
age as this no English ship has ever made before,
and cooped up as we shall be in_the Swan—for we
must carry a great crew—everything depends upon
there being 1o fair ground for' grumbling. Many a
ship has been lost from the crew being weakened
by scurvy, and if you are to bring this enterprise to
a'good end, I say that there must be no stint in the
matter of provisions, and that all must be the very
best of their kind. I trust that once out there, we
shall be able to obtain an abundance of fruit and
vegetables from the natives, for these are things
above all necessary to keep men’s blood sweet on
shipboard.

“Then as toarms. I think we should carry twelve
pieces, six of a side, of which four should be of good
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size, and yet not too largeto be quickly handled. In
the matter of weight, the Spaniards are sure to have
the advantage of us; ‘but if we can shoot much more
uickly than they can, it will equalize matters.
hen, of course, there will be bows and arrows; I
do not hold greatly to the new musketoons—a man
can shoot six arrows while he can fire one of them,
and that with a straighter and truer aim, though it
is true they can carry somewhat further. Then, of
course, there will be pikes, and boarding axes, and
a good stock of powder and_balls for the cannon.
These are the complete lists I have made out. Now
I hold that we should carry from eighty to a hun-
dred men. These I should pay only the ordinary
rate of wage, but each should have an interestia
the venture according to his rank. As to the prof-
its I would leave it to you, my masters, to (ecknn 5
but seeing that in fair trade one can get
say noclmw of sllvcr, weight for weight for
and other things in proportion, you can Judael(fot
yourselves w. hat it will amount to—to say nothing
of le chance of our falling in with a Spanish treas-
v r be rash umui-vh regarding us
an easy prize, to fall foul of us.

“ There is no doubt that the profits will be great
if you return safely home, Master Hawkshaw,”
Nicholas Turnbull said but the chances of tba.t
seem but small.”

“1 think that the chances are good enough to
risk my life upon, Master Turnbull,” Reuben re-

t. This is the map of which my Cousin
Diggory has no doubt spoken to you. You see that
the islands are m ind some of them great, and
that the p] at which the Spaniards have ports
are few in comparison. We have to avoid these,
but anywhere else we can open trade with the na-
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tives. If we are chased and find the place too hot
for us, we can make away to the mainland, and
cruising along there, may come upon places that the
Spaniards have never visited, and may there gather
%reat store of gold and silver without danger. But

wish no one, and certainly not my Cousin Dig-
gory, to enter upon this affair unless with confidence
and good heart. I would far rather take a horse
and travel to Bristol, and lay my scheme before
some of the traders there.”

This idea was most distasteful to the traders, for
Plymouth regarded Bristol with great jealousy, and
Diggory Beggs at once said, “ No, no, Renben. My
friend Master Nicholas Turnbull did not mean that
he regarded your scheme as hopeless, only that the
risks were doubtless great. But we all know that
to earn great profit one must run such risk, and the
venture, divided between four of us, would not be
a very heavy one—that is to say, not beyond what
we are justified in periling. Would you leave us
for-awhile, Reuben? We will examine these lists
that you have made and reckon up the total cost;
and we shall then see the better how much we shall
each have to contribute to make up our venture:”

Reuben nodded, and putting on his hat, left the
room, saying, “In an hour I will return ;" and then
strolled over to a tavern much frequented by the
masters of the ships in the port.
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CHAPTER IL
BOUND TO UNKNOWN PARTS.

‘Waex Reuben Hawkshaw returned to the cham-
ber where Diggory Beggs was in conference with
the other three traders he found that these had
finished their calculations.

“The matter is settled, Reuben, as far as we are
concerned. My three friends and myself will go
equal shares in the matter. The value of the Swan
is to be taken as part of my contribution, and if she
ever comes back again, as we hope she may do,
that sum will be deducted from my share of the prof-
its, due allowance being made for what damage or
injury she may have suffered. You, it is understood,
will take a share of the profits equal to ours, and
one-third share will, in the first place, be set aside
to be divided among the other officers and crew. It
will be left entirely to you to choose your officers
and men; and I need not tell you the sort of fel-
lows to pick out for such a business.

“1 shall see that the Swan is provided with new
rigging and gear, and that there is a plentiful store
of all things on board, to repair any damage you
may suffer from storm or foe. My good friends
here are willing that the purchasing of all the stores
ﬂuimd shall be in my hands, and you shall your-

re
sell test the quality of all the provisions before the

bargains are concluded, so as to see that everything
is sweet and wholesome. My friends here will not
appear in the affair at all, for if folks saw that four
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of us were concerned in the venture they would think
that it was something quite out of ordinary.

““ All preparation wiﬂ be made as quietly as pos-
sible, and it will be given out that the Swan is goin
to make a voyage to the Levant, and that she wi
carry a stronger battery of guns than usual to beat
off any Moorish pirates she may meet by the way.
As it is known that she had a sharp fight comin,
homeward, it will seem only natural that we shoul
add to her armament. 1 shall write up to my agent
in London to purchase for me the articles required
to trade with the natives, and bid him send them
round here by sea, well packed in bales. If we
were to purchase so many strange articles here it
would x§we rise to talk, for people would wonder
with whom we intended to trade such goods. To-
morrow morning you and I will make out a list of
what you deem advisable for the purpose.”

For another hour the party sat and talked ; for
now that the other traders had fully determined
to go into the venture they were quite excited over

it.

“Truly if I could but be spared from my business
here I would gladly go with you myself,” Master
Streatham said. I have always had a longing to
see strange climes, and as no Englishman has yet
set eyes on these countries you are about to visit,
friend Reuben, I would gladly be by your side,and
take share in your perils and adventures.”

“I doubt not your heart and courage, Master
Jonas,” Reuben replied, “and would warrant that
you would behave doughtily in case of fight with
Spaniard or Indian ; but I question whether you
would support the hardships of the voyage as cheer-
fully as you would the dangers. Although you may
store the Swan with the best provisions that money
can buy, a diet of naught but biscuit and salt meat
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palls after some weeks—to say nothing of some.
months—of it: and this all the more in a hot
climate, where the appetite weakens and one comes
to pine for dainty cates such as our Devonshire.
wives are famous for.”

“Yes, I fear I never should support that,” Master

Streatham, who was a large, corpulent man, mighti-
ly fond of the pleasures of the table, agreed with a
sigh.
X esides, friend Jonas,” Diggory Beggs put in,
“Mistress Tabitha would have her voice in the
matter; and however much your spirit would lead
you to such an adventure, I doubt whether she
would let you put foot on board.”

“No, it is not for us to be running after adven-
ture,” Nicholas Turnbull said. “1In the first place,
we are sober citizens, and have our wives and
families to think about and our business and the
affairs of the town; and in the next place, even
could we leave all these, Master Reuben ﬁawksha\v
would not thank us for our company. Every foot
of space is of value on the ship, and men who take
up space and consume food and can neither set a
sail nor work a cannon are but useless incum-
brances.”

“You have spoken truly, Master Nicholas,”
Reuben said bluntly. “In the matter of a trip to
London, or even as far as the Low Countries, we
could accommodate your worshipful honors well
enough, but on a journey like this any man who
cannot, if needs be, drink bilge-water and eat shoe-
leather is best at home. I took a voyage once—it
is many years ago now—to Amsterdam, and the
owner, not my good cousin here, but another, took
a fancy to go with me, and his wife must needs
accompany him, and verily before that voyage was
over I wished I was dead. I was no longer captain.
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of the ship; my owner was my captain, and his
wife was his. We were forever putting into port
for fresh bread and meat, milk and eggs, for she
could eat none other.

“If the wind got up but ever so little we had to
run into shelter and anchor until the sea was
smooth. The manners of the sailors shocked her.
She would scream at night when a rat ran across
her, and would lose her appetite if a living creature,
of which, as usual, the ship was full, fell from a
beam on to her platter. I was tempted more than
once to run the ship on to a rock and make an end
of us all. No, no: a day’s sail out from Plymouth,
in a freshly launched ship, on a fine day, with a
store of good victuals, and a few flasks of good wine,
is a right merry business; but further than that I
wish not to see a passenger on board any ship which
I command.”

The others laughed.

“ Well, Master Diggory, we must be going,”
Nicholas Turnbull said; “it is getting late. To-
morrow I will come over in the forenoon, as you
suggest, and we will go through these lists more
carefully and talk over prices and see what bulk
they will occupy, and discuss many other matters
with the aid and advice of Master Hawkshaw.
There is no occasion for undue haste; and yet, if
the thing is to be done, the sooner it be done the
better.”

As the party went out Reuben found his son
waiting outside the door.

“Well, father #” he asked anxiously when the
three merchants had walked briskly oft toward their
homes.

It is all settled, Roger. As soon as everything
is prepared the Swan will sail for the Spanish main.”

oger threw his cap bigh in the air with a lusty
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shout that startled the belated passers-by hurrying
toward their homes, for it was now long after dark,
and although the town watch patroled the streets
regularly, prudent citizens did not care to be abroad
after nightfall. :

“You silly boy,” Reuben said; “you have lost
your cap.”

“Nay, I heard it fall somewhere here,” Roger
said, searching ;  besides, a cap isa small matter one
way or other. Ah! here it is, floating in a pool of
mud ; however, a bucket of water will set it all right
in the morning. O father! I feel wild with joy,
only to think that all we have talked over together
is going to be true, and that we are to be the first
Englishmen who ever saw the beautiful islands they
talk about, and the natives with their feathers and
strange attire. And——"

“And the Spaniards with their loaded guns and
their dungeons and gibbets,” Reuben Hawkshaw

ut in.

“Not for us, father. The bottom of the sea maybe,
but not a Spanish dungeon.”

I hope not, my lad: still no man can see the
future, However, I am right glad that we are to
try this adventure; it is a glorious one, and will
bring us hénor in the eyes of all Englishmen if we
succeed, to say nothing of wealth. But mind that
you let not your spirits run away with your tongue ;
no word of this must be spoken toasoul: nor must any
mention be made of it in the hearing of my Cousin
Mercy or the girls. The four partners in the adven-
ture have all taken a solemn promise to each other
that they will not breathe a word of it even to their
wives, averring that women could never be trusted
to keep a secret, though as far as I have seen of
them methinks a woman can keep a bridle on her
tongue just as wellasa man—and, indeed, somewhat
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better, since they do not loosen them with cider or
wine or strong waters. But I believe myself it was
not so much that they doubted whether their wives
would keep the secret as whether they would ap-
prove of the enterprise, and that they made the
contract together in order that each might after-
ward be able to assure his wife that, for his part,
he would gladly have taken her into his confidence
but that he was obliged to fall in with the wishes of
his partners. It is a strange thing, Roger, but
methinks that whereas most men behave valiantly
enough when it comes to blows with an enemy, a
great proportion are but cowards with their wives.”
t why should they be, father?”

“That is an easy question to ask, Roger, but a
difficult one to answer. Maybe you will understand
the matter better some day when you have taken a
wife to yourself. Insome matters there isno doubt
that women’s wits outrun those of men, and that they
havea wonderful sharpness of tongue. Now a man,
when things go wrong with him, speaks out loudly
and roundly ; he storms and he rages ; but when it
is over there is an end of it. Now a woman is not
like that ; she seems to ponder the matter over in
her heart, and to bring it out as it were piecemeal,
throwing little darts at you when you don’t expect
it, saying little things to which from their sudden-
ness you can find no reply, and pricking you furi-
ously all over until you are ready to roar out with

in and vexation. ~You see, Roger, a prick hurteth
more than a great cut.”

T should not have thought that, father.”

“That is because you have not thought the matter
over, Roger. In that fight with the Moors many
of the men were sorely cut and wounded, but you
heard no cry from them: they only set their teeth
the harder and smote more furiously upon their
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foes; but there was no one of them all but had he
sat down suddenly on a small nail would have
roared out like a bull and have sworn lustily for a
good half-hour. So it is in domestic matters: the
an rages and storms when things go wrong; and
his wife, if she be a woman of judgment, holds her
peace until it is over, knowing well enough that he
will be at her mercy afterward. Then she sets to
work, like those gnats that came on board at Genoa,
that they call mosquitoes, and startles him with
shrill buzzings in his ears, and pricketh him in the
tenderest spots she can find, drawing but the small-
est speck of blood, but causing an itching that makes:
him ready to tear his flesh.

“Your mother, Roger, was one of the best of
women. She was a good housewife and an affec-
tionate. T do not know that I ever saw her greatly
ruffled in temper, but there were times when
would fly from my house and not come up from my.
work on board until it was time to go straight
away to bed, so did she prick and sting me with her
tougue ; and that not shrilly or with anger, but with
little things let slip as it were unawares and with an
air of ignorance that they in any way applied to
me. No, Roger, if you will take my advice you
will make your ship your mistress. She will have
her ways, but you wilt learn them and will know
just how much helm she requires and how the sail
should be trimmed ; but with a woman no man at-
tains to this knowledge, and if you take my advice
you will give them a wide berth.

“I know,” he went on, in answer to Roger's
merry laugh, “that this is a matter in which no man
will frust to other experience than his own. Every
man who takes a woman to wife thinks that he can
manage her, and goes into the matter with a lighg
heart, as if it were a mere pleasure excursion on
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which he is embarking, whereas in trath it is a
voyage as full of dangers and perils as that upon
which we are about to venture. Now let us turn
back to our lodging, for I have nearly gone on my
face four times already in these deep ruts and holes.
I would that the councilors of this town could see
the streets of Genoa, or Cadiz, or Amsterdam!
They might then try to mend the ways of Plymouth,
and make them somewhat less perilous to pas-
sengers after dark.”

Work began in earnest upon the following day.
A number of shipwrights were set upon the hull of
the Swan, which was to be thoroughly overhauled,
calked and pitched within and without ; the masts
and rigging were to be carefully looked to, and
every defect repaired. A new suit of sails was
ordered, the old ones to be patched where the
Moorish shot had torn them, so as to be of use as a
second suit did any misadventure happen to the
others.

James Standing, the first mate, took charge of
these matters; Reuben Hawkshaw assisting Diggory
Beggs in all things relating to the stores. Greatly
were the provision merchants of the town surprised
at the quality of the provisions that Master Beggs
ordered for the use of the Swan. Nothing but fine
flour of the last year’s grinding, freshly killed beef
and pork to be carefully salted down in barrels, and
newly baked biscuits would satisfy Reuben Hawk-
shaw. They could scarce believe that sach articles
could be meant for use on shipboard, for, as a rule,
the very cheapest and worst quality of everything
was considered as amply good enough for the use
of sailors.

Then, too, the cider and beer must be neither thin
nor sour, but sweet and of good body. Surely
Master Beggs must have gone off his head thus to
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furnish his ship ! for never before had a vessel sagled

ut of Plymouth harbor provided after this fashion.
An ample store of ropes and cordage and of all
matters required for a ship’s equipage was also laid
in. To all questions as to the surprising lavishness
of cost, Diggory replied : ;

«I would have the ship well found in all matters.
1t was but the other day that the Antelope returned
from a voyage to the Levant. She had lost a third
of her crew from scurvy, and of the rest but six
were strong enough to pull at a rope when she came
into port. Did not the women follow Master
Skimpole, her owner, through the streets and cry
after him that he was the murderer of their hus-
bands,- by reason of the foul victuals that he had
provided for their use? No, no, it will cost more
to start with, but it will be cheaper in the end, for
a weak crew often means the losing of a ship
besides the loss of a good name. I have never
carried economy to such lengths as did Master
Skimpole, but I am resolved in the future that those
who sail in my ships shall have good and wholesome.
fare. - Then, if misfortune happens, no one will be
able to point to me in the streets and say that I fed
my men worse than dogs, and thought only of my
profits and nothing of the lives of those who served

Indeed, Master Diggory after a short time quite
forgot that all this provision for the health and
comfort of the crew was but the ontcome of Reuben
Hawkshaw’s insistence, and came to regard himself
with a feeling of pride as a man possessed of greater
benevolence than his fellow-merchants. A® week
after the refitting of the Swan was completed, she
was afloat with a large proportion of her storcs. i
her hold. A ship from London came round and
took up her berth alongside of her, discharging
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la.rie numbers of bales and cases into her, together
with six cannon in addition to those she before
carried and a large store of ammunition.

This naturally gave rise to fresh talk in the town.
“They say that you are fitting the Swan out for a

irate, Master Beggs,” one of the merchants said to

im : “for twelve cannon are more than a peaceful
trader can positively require.”

“Yes, if she is to meet with none but peaceful
people, neighbor ; but if she meets with those who
are not peaceful at all she needs just as much de-
fense as if she were a ship of war. Master Hawk-

-shaw had much ado to beat off the Moorish pirates

who attacked him on his last voyage; and as the
resent one will be longer and more dangerous he
as put stress upon me to add much to her arma-
ment. She will have valuable cargo on her return
voyage, and he has strongly urged upon me to
rovide such means of defense as may insure her
eing able to beat off any who meddle with her;
besides, as far as T can read the course of politics it
seems to me that our alliance with Spain is well-
nigh at an end, and before the Swan is on her re-
turn we may be at war with her. This in itself is
good reason why I should give my master the means
of defending himself stoutly. The money spent on
the guns is not wasted. They will be none the
worse for keeping, and should the Swan on her next
voyage go into a safer line of trade I can sell them
for as much as they now cost me.”

In the mean time Reuben Hawkshaw had been
carefully and quietly picking a crew. He was going
to take with him fully twice as many as had before
sufficed to navigate the Swan. Of the forty men
who had sailed with him he had lost nine, and five
others had not sufficiently recovered from their
wounds to sail with him again. Of the remainder
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he engaged twenty, all of whom were stout and
willing fellows who would, he knew, sail with him =
wherever he bid them; the remaining six bein

iven to grumbling he would have none of, go
sailors though they were. ¢ Half a dozen gramblers
are enough to spoil a whole crew,” he said. There
were, therefore, some sixty new hands to engage.
Toward these he found eighteen who had sailed
with him on previous voyages, and were glad
enough to rejoin bim, for he had the name of being
a good captain, considerate to his men, one who
would be obeyed, but who did not harass his crew,
and did all he could in reason to make them com-
fortable.

The others were picked up carefully one by one.
For this purpose he took some of his best men aside,
and confided to them privately that the present voy-
age was to be out of the ordinary, and that he needed
not only stout fellows, but willing and cheerful ones :
men who would take hardships without grumblir:f,
and who with a prospect of good reward in addi-
tion to their pay would go without question where
they were told and do as they were ordered—were
it to singe the beard of the Grand Turk himself in
his own palace. He charged them, therefore, to
find for him men of this kind among their relations
or men who had sailed with him.

“I would rather,” he said, “have landsmen,
providing they are strong and stout-hearted, than
sailors however skillful who are given to grumbling
and disaffection. We shall have plenty of good
sailors on board and the others will soon learn their
business; therefore choose you not for seamanship,
but rather for willingness and good temper.  And
broach not the subject to any urﬁess you feel assured
beforehand that they will be willing to join, for I
want not the matter talked about. gl‘hereforé those
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who join are to keep the matter private, and are
not to come on board until the night before we get
up our anchors. We are taking a much stronger
crew than usual, for we have many guns that need
working if it comes to fighting.”

As these instructions were given separately, none
of the twelve men he spoke to knew that the
others had received similar instructions, and that in-
stead of forty men as usual, the Swan was to carry
nearly ninety. As to the officers, Reuben Hawk-
shaw needed none others than those who had before
sailed with him. The two mates had each been
with him for upward of ten years and had learned
their business under his eye; and he intended,
although he had not as yet told him so, to rate
Roger as third mate. His boatswain would go in
the same capacity as before ; and he shipped as gun-
ner one who had served for some years in a king’s
ship in that rank, and was well acquainted with the
working of ordnance.

Mistress Mercy had, of course, heard from her
gossips of the talk that was going on concerning
the unusual preparations that were being made by
her husband for the forthcoming voyage of the
Swan ; and the trader was often put to his wits’
end by her questions on the subject. His professions
of benevolence toward the crew and his explana-
tions of his reasons for her powerful armament had
sufficed for others, but they by no means satisfied

her.

“ Do you think, Diggory Beggs,” she asked indig-
nantly,  that after all these years I do not know

ou as well as I do the contents of my linen-chest ?
i’have never before known you open your purse
strings one inch wider than was necessary. Have I
not always had to ask until Iam verily ashamed,
before 1 can get a new gown for myself, or a
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decent cloak for the girls? You have ever been
hard-fisted with your money and never disposed to
spend a groat save on good occasion. There is not
the wife of a trader of your standing in Plymouth
but makes a braver show than I do when we walk
on the Hoe on holidays or feast-days. There is
something at the bottom of all this I don’t under-
stand ; but mark you, Diggory, I am not to be kept
in the dark. As your wife, I'have a right to know
why you are throwing about good and lawful
money. I toil and slave to keep your house decent
and respectable at small cost, but I shall do so no
longer.  If you can afford to throw money into the
gutter in one way, you can in another; and people
will ery shame on you, when, as they say, you are
pampering up your sailors in such manner as will
cause discontent among all others in the port, whila
your wife and daughters are walking about in home-
spun ”

Mistress Mercy did not succeed in extracting the
information she desired from her husband, who was,
however, forced to fall back upon the defense that
he had his reasons, but that he was pledged to say
nothing concerning them.

““ Pledged!” she replied scornfully. “And to
whom are you pledged, I should like to know? I
thought you were pledged to me, and that you were
bound to cherish and comfort me; which means, of
course, that you were to bave no secrets from me,
and to tell me all that I desire to know.”

But though Diggory kept the secret, albeit with
much trouble and with many misgivings as to what
would happen in the future, when his wife came to
learn of the important venture he had undertaken
without consulting her, she nevertheless succeeded so
farthat, in order to pacify her, e wasobliged to allow.
her a free hand in choosing from his magazines such
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pieces of cloth and silk for herself and the girls as
she had a fancy to. This permission she did not
abuse as to quality, for she knew well enough what
was becoming in the way of dress for the wife of a
merchant, and that it was not seemly for such a one
to attire herself in apparel suited for the wives of
nobles and ladies of the court. But Diggory
groaned in spirit, although he prudently said noth-
ing, at seeing that she took advantage of the present
position to carry off a store which would amply
suffice for at least two or three years' wearing for
herself and the girls.

“You have done me a perilous ill turn, Cousin
Reuben,” he said sadly to his cousin, by bidding
me hide this matter from my wife. A few more
such secrets, and I should be a ruined man. Never
before have I known her seized with a desire for
such prodigality of vesture. I have looked upon her
all these years as a sober and discreet woman, well
content to wear what was quiet and becoming to
her station ; but now—truly my heart melted when
I saw how she fingered the goods, and desired John,
my assistant, to cut off such lengths as she desired
from some of my goodliest cloths.”

“Tut, tut, cousin ; you exaggerate things greatly.
Tt is no wonder that Mistress Mercy, seeing that
you are flourishing greatly in trade and able to
sgend your money freely, should deem it but fitting
that she, as your wife, should make a braver show
than heretofore. Besides, the girls are growing up
and need to be a little bright and gay. Why, man,
there are many London citizens who could not count
their broad pieces with you, whose wives spend
many times as much every year on their attire as
Mistress Mercy has cost you now.”

“Well, well, Reuben, there may be something in
what you say, but no more secrets, or there is no
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saying what wild extravagance she might take in
her head next time. She might quarrel with the
house and insist upon a new one furnished from top
to bottom, or set her heart on a coach with running
footmen. No, no more secrets, or I shall be having
her so set herself up that I shall be no more master
of my own house.”

Roger was plied with many questions by his
cousins, who tried alternately coaxing and pouting,
to learn from him why it was that, as all told them,
preparations were being made for the voyage of the
Swan such as were unknown before at Plymouth.
All he could reply was that the ship was only being
victualed as all ships ought to be whose owners
cared as they should do for the comfort and health
of their crews. More than that he could not say.
He would not deny that he had certain ideas of his
own us to the voyage; but if Cousin Diggory and
his father thought 1t well to make no talk about the
matter, it was not for him to say what were his
thoughts about it.

“But we would tell nobody,” Dorothy urged.
“Don’t you think we could keep a secret as well as
you can’?”

“That is just it, Cousin Dorothy! Don’t you see
if T were to tell you it would be a proof that I
could not keep a secret? And then, if you told it,
1 could not blame you for blabbing. "I don't say
there is any secret ; but if there is, I must keep it.”

“I know that you are going into danger, Reuben,
else you would not have all those great guns they
say there are on board.”

“The great guns will keep us out of danger, you
see. 'The more guns the less danger.

“Come away, Agnes,” Dorothy said with an
assumption of stateliness. ** Cousin Roger is alto-
gether too smart for us. Let him keep his secrets

y
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if he will, and let us go and help mother with her
sewing.”

And so for the last two or three days before the
Swan sailed there was a coolness between Roger
and the girls, as well as between Diggory Beggs
and his wife.

At last the day came when everything was com-
Elete, the water-casks filled, and the last packet and

ale stored away in the hold; and even Reuben
Hawkshaw admitted that there was nothing else
that he could think of requisite either for the safety
or navigation of the ship or the provisioning or
health of the crew. The order was passed round
for all the old hands to be aboard before sunset that

evening, together with those who had been openly .

engaged to fill up the vacancies.

As for the rest the twelve recruiters each received
private orders. Three of them were to bring down
the men they had engaged to the wharf, abreast of
the Swan, at eight o'clock, and to go off in the
boat which would be awaiting them there under
charge of Master Standing; three others were to
come half an hour later; the other six were to
brinf down their men at daybreak, so that all
would get on board unnoticed.

The last meal at Master Diggory’s was but a dull
one. The subject of the Swan and her voyage had
by common consent been dropped altogether for the
last day or two, and it was not until supper was
over that Mistress Mercy and the girls knew that
the hour of sailing was at hand ; then Reuben spoke
up:

“We go on board to-night, Cousin Mercy, and
shall get up our anchor and loose our sails the first
thing in the morning. I know that you have been
somewhat aggrieved at not learning more about our
intentions; but it was not Cousin Diggory’s fault

that you have not been told.”
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“T do not seek to pry into matters which my hus-
band thinks fit to conceal from me,” she said coldly.

“Nevertheless, cousin, you are hurt; and I can-
not blame you, seeing that it is natural that a
woman should like to know what is passing around
her. But I wish before T go that you should see
that Diggory is not to blame in this matter. There
is no harm in my telling you now that he stands
not alone in this venture, but that others have
joined with him. Now he himself, knowing you to
e a circumspect woman, who could be trusted to
keep to yourself anything that you might learn,
would willingly have taken you into our counsel;
but all women are not so discreet, and matters
which it is very important should be kept secret
might have leaked out had it not been proposed that
all concerned in the matter should bind themselves
solemnly to each other to say no words about it,
even to their wives; and thus, you see, Diggory’s
lips have been sealed, and that not by any mistrast
of you. It may be some time before it will be pru-
dent for the truth about this voyage to be known,
out in good time those concerned may think fit to
relieve each other of this agreement they have en-
tered upon, and to let their wives and others who
may be depended upon into the secret. I wanted
to tell you this before we sailed, for I should not
like 10 go away feeling that you cherished aught of
malice against me ; for I have seen for some time that
you have held me, as well as your husband, to
blame. We are going on a long voyage, Consin
Mercy, and one from which it may well be that
none of us will ever return to this good town of
Plymouth. I am somewhat breaking my promise
in saying this, and I rely upon you and the girls re-
peating it to no one. It 15 a long and venturous
Journey, and one not without much peril; but if it
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succeeds it will bring much honor as well as wealth
to all concerned. And now, Cousin Mercy, as I
have told you so much as that, I trust that we may
rt as we have always parted, in friendly and
indly fashion. You and your husband have been
good friends to me and my boy, and have gone in
that matter far beyond the ordinary bounds of kin-
ship ; and I should not like to start upon this voy-
age knowing that there was a cloud between us.”

Mistress Mercy rose from her seat, walked round
to Reuben Hawkshaw, and kissed him. ¢ Forgive
me, Cousin Reuben,” she said, “for my cross looks
and shrewish ways. I see that I have acted alto-
gether wrongly in the matter, and that neither you
nor Digiory is to blame. I knew not that others
were concerned, and thought that a mystery was
being made because it was considered that, did I
know it, I should run out and blab it in the streets
of Plymouth. Now I know how it is I am well
content as to that, but not so at the thought of this
unknown peril into which you are about to run, and
I wonder that Diggory should venture your life
and that of Roger upon such an expedition.”

“It is my own Froposa!, Cousin ﬁercy, and Dig-
gory has but yielded to my wishes. Roger is as hot,
for the adventure as I am, and we are both content
to run what risks we may encounter for the honor
which we shall gain if we return safely home. And
now, Roger, let us be going : leave-takings are sad
things, and the shorter they are made the better.”

ile these words had been said, the girls, who
sat on either side of Roger, were silently making
their peace with him by furtive squeezes of his
hands e)elow the table, and they burst into tears as
Roger and his father rose.

“Good-by, Agnes,” Roger said. “Good-by,
Dorothy,” and as he kissed her he whispered, “if
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return I will hrmg you the prettiest trinkets ever.
seen in Plymouth.

“Bring back 3ou|sn1f Roger, and I shall be more
| than content,” she replied.
1 In another minute they were gone, Diggor:
| Beggs taking his hat and starting with them, tel{

ing his wife that he should not return until morn-

! ing, as he should go on board the Swan with them
& and remain until she sailed.
3 “You will not go before daybreak, Cousin Reu-
I ben 2” Mistress Mercy asked.
i “Noj; it will more likely be an hour after sunrise
ot before we weigh anchor.”
“Then I and the girls will be down on the wharf
B to see the last of you and wave our kerchiefs, and
Y wish you a pleasant voyage and a safe return.” ‘

g
i 3
'S
3
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CHAPTER IIT.
THE VOYAGE.

Grear was the surprise of the original crew of
the Swan when boat-load after boat-load of fresh
hands arrived. They themselves had been quietly
told that the voyage was likely to be one of unusual
length, and thai none save those willing and ready
to stay away as long as might be required were to
sail in the Swan on her present venture. There
was, therefore, a general Dl among them
that Master Hawkshaw had some adventure quite
out of the ordinary in his mind; and the news that
some heavy guns had arrived from London for her
had confirmed their opinion as to the voyage.

“Let us have no loud talk to-night,” Reuben
Hawkshaw ordered ; “ when we get our sails spread
to-morrow and are well out of port, you can talk to
your hearts’ content, but the night is still, and I
want not that attention of any on shore should be
called to the ship: there has been more foolish talk
than enongh about her already ; so turn in to rest,
lads, without ado. The boatswain will serve you
each out a pottle of cider, such as you never drank
on board ship before, I warrant me, and which is a
sample of what you will bave all the voyage. When
you have tossed that off, let each lie down as he can
find space. We will divide into watches and settle
as to each man’s place to-morrow. Pengarvan, set
four hands aside to go on shore with the boat an
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hour before daybreak ; tell them off to sleep where
you can lay hands upon them easily. Keep the
boat alongside, and make off to the wharf as noise-
lessly as you can but I shall be on deck then, and
will give you further orders.”

The second mate only replied, “ Ay, ay, Captain
Hawkshaw,” for he was a man of but few words.
Reuben Hawkshaw was not fond of Cornishmen,
but he made an exception in the case of Pengarvan
—indeed, although their borders joined, there was
little liking among Cornish and Devon men for each
other.

“They are black, ill-conditioned dogs,” Reuben
Hawkshaw would say ; “ good sailors I own, none
better, but glum and surly in their ways, and with
nothing joyous in their natures. It seems to me
that working in the darkness—in those holes of
theirs underground—has infected the spirits of the
whole county, as it might well do, seeing tha, as
every one knows, there are little people who guard
the treasures of the mines, and who, if they cannot
do bodily hurt to those who delve for metals, can
yet infect their spirits with a black melancholy and
do them other grievous harm. So when Pengarvan
came to me as a boy on the quay here and asked
me to take him with me to sea, I'did not much like
doing so, for I saw at once by his speech that he
was Cornish ; but I did not like to turn him away,
for he said that he was willing and accustomed to
the sea. So I gave him a trial, and he has turned
out a first-rate sailor; he is chary of speech and
not given to jest or laughter ; but Lie is always quick
and willing to obey orders, taking whatever comes
in good part, and bearing himself” just the same in
storm as in sunshine.

I know naught of his history. The Swan has
been his home since he first came on board twelve
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ears ago. As long as she is afloat he never leaves

er ; when she is laid down for repairs-he takes the
nearest lodging on land and abides there till she is
afloat again, % believe that he comes from Fowey,
and guess that he got into some trouble or other
and had to run for it. But that’s nothing to me. I
want no better man, and know that whatever comes
I can rely uron Pengarvan to stand by me and the
Shlf) to the last.”

f the men were astonished at the thirty new
hands who came on board on the previous evening,
they were still more astonished when as many more
embarked in the morning. The new-comers were
ordered to keep in the forecastle and in the quarters
under it until the Swan was well away from land.

“There will be a good many eyes turned on the
ship as soon as we are seen to be shaking out our
canvas,” Reuben said ; “and there is no need to set.
their tongues wagging by showing more men on
deck than we usually carry.”

The captain and Diggory Beggs talked late on
into the night. They went over all the ground
again; and Reuben brought out the map of the
islands and showed where he intended to touch.

“1 think not to do much trading there,” he said.
“There is gold in Hispaniola and Cuba; but the
captain I got the chart from said there was no very
great store there, and that the natives bad but little
of it when the Spaniards first arrived, seeing that
it took trouble and labor to obtain, and they are by
nature_altogether averse to hard work, and more-
over place but little value on the gold; but there
were rumors among them that further west there
was a land where gold was in great plenty, and
where there was a powerful people dressed in gay
attire and wearing great bracelets and necklaces of
gold.
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8o far, the Spaniards have not found this land,
though thev have sailed down the coast a long way
to the south, and northward as far as the point that
Master Cabot reached when be sailed down from
Newfoundland ; but due west they have never sailed
far, and bave found the sea ever a\rctchmn away in
front of them; so that it is clear that either the
great mainland is split in two at this point or there
is a vast bay. This I shall try to discover, and if
we find these people of whom the Indians speak, we
may well return loaded down with gold.

€My advice to you, Cousin Diggory, is that you
and your partners should continue to keep silent as
to this voyage of ours. If we come not back, and
after a time there is a talk here that we have gone
to the Indies, the news may be carried to London,
and you may be questioned and may be blamed
mightily for indertaking such an adventure without
the king’s permission ; and all sorts of harm may
fall upon you. Success would, in my mind, alto-
gether excuse you, and you will be able to offer so
great a present to the king that he will be mighty
contented ; but if you fail it will be otherwise.
Therefure, my advice is, till the Swan is anchored
in the port say mothing about her. It were best
from the moment we sail to write off all that has
been spent upon her as money lost, just the same as
if you knew for certain that she bad gone down as
soon as she was out of sight of land.

“ Folks will ask you what has become of her, and
you will truly say that you have had no news ; and
ivhen months pass on and she comes not, you will
shake your head and say that you begin to fear that
evil has befallen her. She may have gone down in
a storm, or been cast on some rocl and all
perished, or been captured by pirates. If the friends
of the sailors make a stir and go to the magistr: ates,
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you have but to show the copy of the letter of in-
structions which we drew up the other day, laying
it down that I was to make for the African Straits,
and to put into no Portuguese or Spanish port by
the way ; that I was then to shape my course for
the island of Malta, and to take 1n fresh stores of
food and water there ; then that I was to pass round
the southernmost point.of Greece and sail upward
to Constantinople, and there to dispose of such por-
tion of my cargo as I could sell at good profit, buy-
ing goods suited for our market with the moneys I
received ; and if my hold was full I was then to re-
turn straight to England, but if I had still some of
my cargo unsold, I could trade as best seemed to
me among the Eastern Islands and with the ports
of Asia.

“There would be your instructions to show, and
as it is notorious to all that you provisioned the ship
in the best manner possible, and laid in greater stores
than ordinary of all things necessary for the voyage,
none can hold you to blame in any way if the chances
of the seas have proved too-masterful for us, and the
Swan returns no more. Should we carry out our
enterprise to the fullest and gain great store of
gold, I shall, if it is possible, come not directly home,
but to some port—maybe in Ireland, maybe in the
Low Countries—whence we can.send word to you.

“Upon hearing of our coming there, I should
advise you and your fellow-adventurers to journey
straight to London, to gain audience with one of the
ministers, and tell him you have a matter of great
importance to communicate to the king himself; and
that you should then lay before his majesty an ac-
count of what you have done, and pray him to
pardon your boldness, which was due to your desire
for the honor of the country as much as to wish for
profit, and beg him to accept such share of the gold
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as you may think fit. T shall, of course, when 1
write let you know about what weight of the metal
I have on board. In that way when the ship comes
into port all will be smooth sailing for you, whereas
if I come unannounced there is no saying what
share of your profits his majesty may think fit to
take.”

“I think the plan is a very good one, indeed,
Reuben ; and [ will follow it to the letter. When
think you may I begin to expect to hear news
of you?

&1t is difficult to say, seeing that we know neither
the distance we may have to sail nor the difficulties
we may have to meet with, nor the winds and cur-
rents of those regions. I should say fifteen months
at the earliest ; and if double that time passes with-
out your hearing aught, then [ should say you may
give up all hope of ever seeing us again."”

“I am disposed even now, Reuben, to regret that:
T ever embarked in this venture—not, as you surel,
know, from any fear of losing the money that
have put into it, but from the risk that will be run
by you and the lad Roger, who are both very dear
to me.”

“Whatever comes you must not blame yourself
in that matter, Diggory. You have only vielded to
my solicitations, and if we go to our death it is our
shoosing and none of thine.”

“Should the Swan come back without you, Reu-

en—as may possibly be, for if there be any danger
you are sure to expose yourself in the front of
it—Roger shall be as a son to me, and shall in
time have a ship to command and a share in her,
as thou hast ; and he shall come in our business when
he has had enough of adventure at sea and is willing
to settle down on land.”

Reuben wrung his cousin’s hand silently, and then
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said, “TLet us take one more glass of strong water,
Diggory, and then get a few hours’ sleep before
morning. 1t is past midnight now, and I must be
up by four, for at that hour the boat must go off for
the first batch of our new hands.”

Day broke just as the last batch of men were
brought on board. As soon as these had gone below
the whistle was sounded, the old crew came up on
deck, and the preparations for making sail com-
menced. The anchor was hove short, the lashings
of the sails were loosened, the flags run up to the
mastheads, the last casks and bales lowered into the
hold, the hatches put on, and the decks washed
down. Before these preparations were all complete
a little group was seen standing at the end of the
wharf.

“There is your good-wife, Diggory, and the girls.
She has kept her word to be up betimes to see the
last of us.”

At last all was ready, and Diggory shook hands
with Reuben and turned to Roger, when the captain
said, “The lad can go in charge of the boat that
takes you ashore, Diggory, and just say another
word of parting to them there.”

Tn five minutes Roger stood on the wharf. «T
cannot wait, Cousin Mercy,” he said, “for all is
ready for hoisting the anchior; but my father said T
might just come ‘ashore for one more good-by.

“May God protect you, Roger,” Mistress Memy
said as she folded him in a motherly embrace.
“We shall all pray for you daily and nnrhtl\ until

ou return. Good-by, Roger! "Don’t 1mperxl your
e e e SR

“For your sake, Dorothy,” he whispered as he
kissed her.

“Yes, for my sake, Roger,” she said softly.
Agnes hung round his neck crying loudly, and her
mobher had to unclasp the child’s fingers.
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“ God bless you all,” Rogersaid hoarsely, and then
ran down the steps and leaped into the stern of
the boat.

‘When he gained the deck of the Swan the boat
was hoisted in and the men began to heave round
the windlass. As soon as the anchor was up the
sails were sheeted home ; and the Swan, yielding to
the light breeze off the lind, began to make her way
through the water. Roger from the poop waved
his cap in reply to the signals of farewell from shore,
and then running down into the waist busied him-
self with the work of the ship until they were too
far away from the land for the figures there to be
any longer visible.

The rest of the crew now came on deck, and all
were mustered in watches. Reuben Hawkshaw,
standing on the edge of the poop, then said a few
words to them.

“Men,” he said, “T dare say there is some wonder-
ment among you in finding yourselves so strong a
crew, and at seeing the Swan so well provided
with guns and with all other necessaries. You will
learn in good time all about it, but at present it is
best for many reasons that you should know nothing
about the matter. We may be overhauled by a
king’s ship; we may meet with foul weather and
have to put back into port; and a loose tongue
might do us grievous damage. It is enough for you
to know that where the ship is going you are going ;
that she is stored with provisions of such quality as
was never put on board a trader before ; that every-
thing will be done for your comfort. As to myself,

am content to know that I have a crew of eighty”
five stout Devonshire lads under me, and that we
can give an account of ourselves whosoever may
meet us. Those who have sailed with me before
know that I do my best for my men ; that there will
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be no harsh words or violence on board this ship
save they are well merited. Discipline, order, and
obedience I will have, and that strictly. Above all
Twill have no grumbling; a grambling crew is
useless erew and a sick crew ; while a cheerful crew
can meet with confidence whatever befalls them ;
but I think not that I have any grumblers on board,
since every man has been carefully chosen. A merry
heart goes all the way, as the saying has it, and T
want this crew to be a happy one.

“8o far as the order of the ship permits it, you
shall have every indulgence. At first you will find
yourselves pressed for space, but you will soon eat
and drink room for yourselves. The stores to be
first used are all down in the fore hold, and I reckon
that in three weeks or a month that will be cleared ;
and there will then be room for all to lie in shelter
when we are in harbor; and the present accom-
modation is sufficient for the watch below, provid-
ing all sleep quictly and have good conscience.
And now to work. While you get everything tidy
and in good ship-shape the cooks will get to work at
the coppers; and I can promise you a good break-
fast, washed down by sound cider such as you had
last night.”

The men gave a cheer, and were soon at work un-
der the direction of their officers. It mattered little
to them where they were going or what was before
them. They had guessed that it was no ordinary
voyage they were going to undertake; but the
thought that wherever it was they were to be well
kept and well cared for satistied them mightily, and
if fighting were to come into their way so much the
better. With such a crew they could well take
their part against any enemy they were likely to
m

eet. =
In the poop of the Swan there was a small saloon
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extending across the stern, and two cabins on either
side of the passage leading to it. These were oc-
cupied by the captain, the two mates, and Roger ;
and they took their meals together in the saloon.
In a cabin underneath this, the three petty officers
and twenty of the sailors lived together, the main
body of the crew occupying the raised forecastle
and the cabin underneath it. The galley was for-
ward, built up against the forecastle; and thus
sheltered from heavy seas which might sweep the
waist of the vessel. Four small cannon were
mounted on the poop, two on the forecastle ; the six
larger guns were in the waist—three on either side.

'he breeze freshened as the Swan drew out from
under the shelter of the land, and by midday the
shore had faded from the sight. The crew had by
this time settled down in their places, and sat in
groups on deck, some overhauling the contents of
Their sea-bags, looking over their clothes, and sefting
to, with needle and thread, to make such repairs as
were needed. Some of the new hands were leaning
over theside wishing heartily that they were on shore
again. Those who had made voyages were talking
to their companions about the various ports a
which they might touch and the sights they would
behold. All save those suffering from the effects of
the sea were in high good temper. As much fresh
beef as was like to keep good till eaten had been
brought on board. The wind set in the next morn-
ing freshly from the northeast, and with all sail set.
the Swan ran gayly before it.

“Would that this wind would blow without a
break for another mouth,” Reuben Hawkshaw said
as he sat at dinner with the two mates and Roger,
Standing and Pengarvan looked up quickly, but the
latter without a question again betook himself to
feeding. Standing, however, laid down his jack-
knife in astonishment,
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“ A month, Captain Hawkshaw ! T should have
thought four or five days of this would give us
ample westing, and that after that a westerly
:;reeze, somewhat from the north, would suit us

est.”

Ay, ay, you would think so, Standing ; but then
you see you know not to within a good many points
where our journey tendeth. Waits 41" 1 have
finished my dinner, for man cannot talk and eat to-
gether with comfort. Then, when my boy has
removed the trenchers, I will tell you over an extra
mug of cider what all this is about.”

The meal lasted for some time longer, for Reuben
Hawkshaw was a good trencherman, and one not
given to hurrying himself, unless there was need ;
and neither of the other men was far behind their
chief in the wmatter of the stowage of victuals.
But at last the meal was done and the trenchers
were carried off ; the earthenware mugs were again
filled with cider, and then Reuben Hawkshaw,
sitting at one end of the table, with Roger facing
him and the mates one on either hand, threw him-
self back in his settle, which he used in right of
captainey, while the others contented themselves
with stools, and began :

“1 had not thought, comrades, to broach this
matter until we were down in the latitude of the
African Straits ; but seeing that the wind has taken
us in charge, I see no reason, for longer keeping
silent. You who have both sailed with me for
years must have known right well that this was no
ordinary voyage—the number of men I have taken
on board, the care I have had as to the stores, and
the great number of watercasks, must have tol
you that. You have asked no questions, and I did
not expect that you would.”

“Why should we?” James Standing growled.



52 BY RIGHT OF CONQUEST.

“It mattered naufrht to us where we went, as we
knew we should hear in good time.” Pengarvan
said nothing, but he nodded to show that he agreed
with the first mate.

“Well, men, our intent is this : T see not why the
gpdmmds should have all the good things to them-
selves, and I purpose to go a-trading with the
natives, down in these new islands of theirs.”

An_exclamation of surprise broke from James
Standing, but Pengarvan only nodded again.

“Baut this is not all,” Reuben went on. “So far
the Spaniards have not gained much store of gold
from these islands; but 1 have learned that among
the natives there is talk of a rich nation lying some-
where further to the west, where gold and riches of
all sorts abound. So far the denlmds have not
found it, having their bands pretty well full. They
have sailed down the land to the south, and as you
know Master Cabot sailed from the nm-th down
almost to the latitude of these islands ; but due west
no man has sailed yet, or, if he has, has never
returned to tell of it.”

«Well, Captain Reuben,” James Standing said,
“as F said before, it makes no difference to me
where we go. If the Spaniards catch us there they
will cut our throats to a surety if they can; but if
you are ready to take your chance of that I have
nothing against it. I feel as if I am taken aback
a bit _|u<l, now, as it comes new to me, my own
fancy being that you intended to trade with the

urkish ports and islands, and had taken a stron;
crew on board to beat off any pirates that they
might meet.”

“And you, Pengarvan 7

“It is as I expected, captain. T thought that you
did not bring the Spaniard on board at ( Jadiz, and
sit plying him with wine 2nd talking to him I)_)' the
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hour for nothing. So when I saw what was being
done on board the Swan, it came to me that you
intended to try a venture on the Spanish main.”

“Here is a map which I got from the Spaniard,”
Reuben said, laying it out upon the table. “Here,
you see, all the great islands are marked in their

laces, with their ports'and the Spanish settlements.

here are besides these, the Spaniard said, numbers
of small ones not marked on the chart. In these
large islands, Cuba and Hispaniola, the Spaniards
have made themselves masters of the people and
reduced them to slavery, and there would be no
touching at these with either safety or profit. The
small ones have been only occasionally visited, and
with these we may do trade. Here is the line of
the mainland to the south of the islands. You see
it runs along as far as the easternmost of them, and
then turns away to the south, while from the north
the mainland comes down well-nigh to Cuba. One
reason, the Spaniard said, why they have not sailed
west to find out this land of gold is that there is a
great current which runs in between the islands
and the southern land, and sweeps out again with
great force between the Bahamas and this northern
Tand, and that they fear being swept away by it and
getting driven into whirlpools; and, moreover, they
say that there are great storms to be encountered in
the waters to the west.

“Now the fact that there is a current into and
another current out of this western sea seems to
show that there is no exit to the west, and that the
water that comes in at the south finds itself in a
veat bay, and so is forced to pass out to the north.

ow great this bay may be I know not, but surely
t cannot be too great to search. At any rate, it is
clear to me that somewhere to the west these two
great lands that we see to the north and south join.
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Now that men who have with much toil and risk
made a discovery of a new land should claim it for
their king seems to me fair and right, but not that
they should claim sole traffic with lands of whose
very existence they know nothing, and therefore,
although it is true that the pope has given these
western islands to Spain, I see not how e can give
to them land not as yet discovered.

“ If there is, as the natives in the islands say, a
land lying somewhere to the west where gold is
abundant, I see no reason why, if we are first there,
we should not gather great stores. The bales an
boxes that were brought round from London con-
tain a great quantity of all the things that are, as
the Spaniard told me, most prized by the natives,
Glass beads of all sorts and kinds, vessels of brass,
iron hatchets and arrow-heads, hawk-bells, mirrors,
and trinkets. The venture is, I admit, a perilous
one; but if we succeed every man on board will
have a share in the profit.” Reuben then explained
the arrangements he had made with the owners
for the division of such treasure as they might bring
home.

“That is a fair proposal,” the first mate said,
“and 1 doubt not that aTl on board will gladly fall
in with it. If we succeed we shall set every tongue
in England wagging, and_there will be plenty of
others, I warrant, who will be ready to follow our
example.”

“I had intended,” Reuben went on, “to sail as
far as the straits, then to head for the island of
Madeira, and when within sight of it to head away
west-sou’west ; but if we carry this wind with us
we will make straight for the islands, and thereby
shall escape the risk of being seen by vessels coming

deir:

T

and goir%, as they all follow a track south of Mar
a. e can make a good fight with any Span-
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iard that falls foul of us, and are as likely to take
him as he is to capture us; but I would fain keep
clear of them if I can, since we go to trade and not
to fight. Now I think you had best give a hint of
the matter in hand to our old crew, all of whom we
can depend upon, as indeed I hope we can upon all,
though as yet their mettle has not been tried.
Take them aside singly and open the matter to
them; in a few days I shall tell the rest, but
the matter will go more fairly and easily if we have
a proEortim\ of them ready to throw up their caps
and shout.”

“ Ay, ay, Captain Reuben. One bell-wether will
carry a whole flock after it, but I fear not that
any will want to hold bacl : it is just the adventure
that will suit a brave man’s spirit—plenty to see,
plenty to do, the chance of a fight, and the chance
of a fortune. T should like to know what one could
want better than that; besides, all are in high
feather at the quality of the food, which they say
the like of was never known on shipboard before,
and that goes a long way. It is the fasting man
\vh(z kicks ; the full one is content, however matters

0.”

. Pengarvan had not again opened his lips; he
nodded occasionally, and that was all his captain
expected of him ; but the fact that he had guessed
the destination of the shiE added to the esteem
which Reuben Hawkshaw had for his second mate.

Three days later Reuben Hawkshaw called the
crew together and informed them of their destina-
tion ; he possessed the rough cloquence best suited
for the class he was addressing, and carried his hear-
ers with him, He spoke as if the idea that any of
them could shrink from undertaking such an adven-
ture had not entered his mind, but assumed that
they were the most fortunate of men in having such
a chance offered to them,
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«Youdo not yet know,” he said, “how great a piece
of good fortune has befallen you by being chosen to
sail with me on this voyage.  Had the news been as
much as whispered in Plymouth I could have gath-
ered a thousand volunteers in an hour. You all
know how careful have been the preparations for
the voyage, how strongly we are manned, how well
we are armed, what stores of excellent provisions
and what casks of good cider and ale are in the hold.
Now I am going to tell you what all this is for. We
are going to get gold, and if we succeed, as I do
not doubt we shall, each man on his return will, in
addition to his wages, have a share in the spoil—
such a share as will, I hope, make him comfortable
for life.”

A loud cheer broke from the men as they pressed
forward eagerly to listen.

“T have learned, lads,” he said, “from a Spaniard
who has been out there, of a land abounding with
gold lying to the west of the Spanish Islands. As
yet none of them has ventured thither, and I mean
that we shall be the first to reap the harvest. Why
should these Spaniards keep every good thing to
thismisalveet. Wontbas good sailors as they are and
better, as good men and better : therefore, I say,
we will have a share of the prizes. We shall touch
on our way at some of the islands for wood and
water and t and vegetables. There are plenty
of them where we can find these without meeting
with a Spaniard ; if we do meet with one, and he
tries to interfere with us, so much the worse for him.
Then, when we have taken in what we want, we
will sail west, and if we find this land, as I doubt
not we shall, we will return” home with such treas-
ures as were never brought before into an English
port.

“But you must make up your minds that it i§

FURIONL S Lt
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not to be all plain sailing, and that we may have
hardships and trials to meet with, but no true sailor
shrinks from these. It is a grand adventure, lads—
an adventure that nobles and princes would be glad
to share in ; there is honor and glory in it as well
as booty. We shall be the first Englishmen who
ever sailed those seas or dared to dispute the right
of the Spaniards to keep all the treasures of the
West in their hands ; and in time to come your chil-
dren’s children will be proud to say, ¢ My grandsire
was one of those who sailed in the Swan.’”

‘When the captain ceased speaking there was a
shout of enthusiasm from his hearers, not one of
whom but considered himself to be one of the most
fortunate of men in being chosen as one of the crew
of the Swan. This was an adventure, indeed. It
was no_mere trading voyage, but a grand expedi-
tion. There were new lands to be seen, there was
the satisfaction of outwitting the Spaniards, there
were glory and honor and gold to be obtained. As
for hardships and danger, they recked little of them.
These always formed part of their lot; and with so
well found a ship and so good a crew they felt con-
fident of being able to face anything that might
befall them.

They speedily broke up into excited groups
eagerly discussing the news they had heard. The
new hands plied the older ones with questions as to
the general strength of the Spanish ships, the num-
ber of men they carried, and their armament. The
guns were examined with fresh attention and ad-
miration, and men looked along the sights as if al-
ready in fancy engaging in an encounter with the
dons. A horn of strong ale was served out to each
by the captain’s orders to celebrate the occasion,
and the men drank success to the enterprise, shak-
ing each other by the hand, and each vowing to do
his share bravely
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The wind continued favorable until they had
passed Madeira, which was seen like a cloud on the
port side. Three days later the breeze dropped, and
there was a stark calm, in which the Swan lay mo-
tionless on the sea for well-nigh a fortnight. The.
captain, knowing well that idleness is of all things
the most harmful to a crew, set them to work to

et up the cases of arms and polish their swords and
pikes until they shone. Then the crew were exer-
cised with boarding-pike and cutlass. Single-sticks
and staffs, which the captain had provided for such
an occasion, were brought up, and men were matched
against each other with these—small prizes being
given to those who showed themselves the most
proficient. Squads were told off to the great guns
and instructed how these should best be worked by
the gunner, so that each man should do his share
without hurry or confusion. He would fain have
practiced them at a mark, but this the captain would
not have, as with the air so still the guns would be
heard at a long distance, and might even bring up
some Spanish or Portuguese vessel to inquire into
the cause of the firing—for they were now far be-
low the line which the ships of other nations were
forbidden to cross.

Nor was there great need for practice, for to each
gun was appointed as captain one of the old hands
accustomed to the work, who could be trusted to
send the ball straight when the time should come.
With these and other exerci and with such
sports as the sailors could devise, the time of the
calm was got through well enough. They had now
been over a month at sea ; but, thanks to'the honest
food and sound cider, the men’s health in no way
suffered, and all were as well and hearty as upon
the day when they set sail.

When the wind came it came with sudden fury,
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but Reuben Hawkshaw had heard of the sudden
gales that ships sailing west had to encounter, and
took Trecautions as soon as it began to rise—furling
up all the great sails, passing life-lines along the
sides, to which the men could cling if the waves
washed boisterously over her, and clearing the decks
and closing up all hatchways and openings. So,
though for a week she tossed and ]anred in the
gale, she was none the worse when it ceased ; and
indeed the seas she encountered were by no means
50 heavy as those with which she had battled on
her voyage home from Spain.

While the gale lasted Reuben Hawkshaw took
every precaution to enable him to keep his reckon-
ing, ‘heaving the log every half-hour, and noting
constantly each change in the direction of the wind ;
s0 that when all was over he could tell within fifty
miles the spot where the gale left her—for in those
days the instruments of navigation were in their in-
fancy, and sailors relied chiefly on the compass and
dead reckoning to bring them safe to port, however
long their voyage might be. Reuben Hawkshaw
knew of no other plan, but as far as these went he
was an excellent navigator, and was seldom many
miles out in making a landfall. Assoon as the gale
abated sail was again made on the ship and she pro-
ceeded on her course.

In another three weeks the mates were seen fre-
quently to ascend into the tops, and the news spread
among the crew that the Spanish Islands lay not far
ahead. The justness of the captain’s reckoning was
soon proved, for at daybreak one morning land was
perceived directly ahead, though still lying like a
patch of low cloud on the horizon. A cheer broke
from those on deck as soon as the mate proclaimed
that to a certainty it was land they saw, and_the
watch below came pouring up. Another cheer
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saluted the captain as he came out from his cabin—
a tribute to his seamanship in thus bringing them
straight across the ocean on a path that no English-
man had ever before sailed. He, with the two
mates, at once ascended to the foretop. From here,
as the morning brightened, two other points of land
could be seen far away on either hand.

«We are evidently approaching small islands,
This is just what we hoped ; my fear was that we
might strike Hispaniola or Porto Rico. When we
get nearer land we will lower our topsails, 50 as not
to be so easily made out from the land. Now we
will go below and try and mark off our place on
the chart.”
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CHAPTER IV.
AMONG THE ISLANDS.

“Now let us go through our calculations again,”
the captain said when they entered his cabin.
“How long will you be, captain 7 the first mate

asked.

* Half an hour, Standing.”

“Tlen I will come again, or if you want me be-
fore that send for me ;” and the first mate went out
on deck again, for though well skilled to handle a
ship in all weathers, and as brave and bardy a sea-
man as sailed out of Plymouth, James Standing
could neither read nor write ; and though in a rough
sort of way he could reckon the course a ship should
lie, and make allowance for leeway and currents
and baffling winds, and could bring a ship into any
port in England or the Low Countries, he was of no
use in a matter of this kind.

Pengarvan was a good scholar, and Reuben had
taught him what he knew of navigation, and always
made him keep a log from the time when he first
became a mate : at first comparing their calculations
every day, and then but once a week ; arguing over
the allowances each had made for tide and leeway,
and sometimes finding to his surprise on arriving in
port that Pengarvan’s calculations wereeven nearer
to the truth than his own.

This was a_ great satisfaction to him, for he felt
that if aught should haPhen to himself when on a
voyage, Pengarvan cou'l be trusted to bring the
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Swan home as safely and surely as he could himself.
Roger had for the last two years been going
through the same schooling ; but as yet he was very
far from attaining accuracy, beinz unwilling to
make safficient allowance for the great leeway that
a vessel in those days made with the wind abeam.
“Now, Pengarvan,” Reuben said in great glee,
“bring out your log-book. We have not compared
notes since we started, for till we expected to reach
land there was no occasion to do so, as our general
course was clear enough. Now let us see where
you put her; and you too, Roger—let us see what
hand you have made of it. T went through my
calculations yesterday, and I am sure that there is
no mistake in the hﬂnres If T am right this is the
island that we see abead, the one called Samona,
while that we see dimly away on the port hand is
Mariguana. I don’t see by this map any land
marked that could be that which we see on the star-
board hand. Now what do you make of it #”

T put it more than a degree to the southeast,
captain, and believe that the three islands we sce
are those marked as the Caicos: the Great Caicos
in the center, North and East on either hand.”

“And you, Roger, what do you make of it ?”

« According to my calculation, father, we ought
to be full two bundred miles from land and head-
ing strcnnht for Abaco, the northernmost of these
islands.”

The captain laughed and even Pengarvan smiled.

&1 fear, Roger, it would be bardly safe to leave
the ship i in f'ou: hands at present. "You are some
six hundred miles awyay from Pengarvan’s islands
and but seventy less from mine. Well, Pengarvan,
whether you or I be right we may congratulate
ourselves, for we have made a near cast indeed, see.
ing that i is eight weeks since we left hn.,l.md and
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more than six since we sailed out of sight of
Madeira; and that we traversed a sea altogether
strange to us, and of whose currents we know noth-
ing. ~We are both right to a day in our reckoning
of distance, and neither of us need feel hurt, if the
other turns out right, at finding himself but sixty
miles out on a voyage of such length as this.

“T headed for this point because, as I said, we
must steer clear of the great islands, which are, as
you know, wholly in the possession of the Spaniards,
who have dispossessed the inhabitants and use them
as slaves for working the plantations and mines.
As you see by the chart they have no posts in all
these islands running from here northwest, nearl;
up to the mainland, except a small post at San Sa{i
vador. Now we will coast up through these islands
till we get within sight of éolumbus Point at the
southerly end of San Salvador, for that was the
island, you know, that was first discovered by him in
’92; then we will strike westward to Andros, and
after that shape her course due west. This will take
us north of the west end of Cuba and well out of
sight of land ; but we must be careful of our navi-
gation, for as you see it is written here, *Small
islands innumerable scattered among those marked
here, these being the principal. Many of these
islands are low and show but little above the
water ; sailing is very perilous and not to be at-
tempted at night.” You see, in this course we shall
have the advantage of being well out of the ordinary
line of passage of the Spaniards, who shape their
course more to the southward, make Porto Rico
their first landfall, and then have the two great
islands, Hispaniola’ and Cuba, lying straight before
them, free, as it seems, by the chart, from any
dangers to navigation. Roger, from this evenin,
we will compare our log-books day by day, so that




84 BY RIGHT vF CONQUEST.

you may learn where it is that you have gone
wrong. But I can guess how it is; the wind is
blowing chiefly from the east, and you will never
malke allowance enough for drift; and I have told
you over and over again that with a light wind on
our beam we drive a mile to leesvard for every twa
we go on our course. There are many ships which
will drift nigh a mile for every mile they sail in light
winds. When the wind is brisk and we are going
fast through the water, then we drift but little, not
more perhaps than one mile to six or seven.”

“But why is that, father? How is it that a light
wind blows us away sideways, and that a strong
wind instead of blowing us more blows us less 2

“That I cannot tell you, Roger; you must leave
those questions for wiser heads to settle. I only
know that it is so—of that there is no doubt at all;
but why, I have not the least idea. How does it
strike you, Pengarvan?’

The Cornishman shook his head. “T have thought
it over, captain, many times. It seems to me some-
times that I have a sort of notion why it is, but it is
not clear even to myself. I could not put it into
words.”

The first mate now looked into the cabin,

“Here we are, James. Pengarvan puts her hero
opposite these three little islands; I put her here
some sixty miles away.”

“It matters not at all, that I can see, which it is,”
Standing said ; “one island is as good as another, so
that it has got water and fruit. The tubs are get-
ting low, and the men are beginning to need a
change of diet, so I hope, captain, you will lay her
to at the first we come to and get what we vant,
whether it is Spaniard or native we have to ficht
ror it.” 6

“T bope we shall have to fight neither, Standing;
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but T don’t think we are likely to meet with
Spaniards—for all the islands in these groups are
small ones and the navigation dangerous. As for
the Indians, I fear we may not find them very
friendly, seeing that they will, of course, take us for
Spaniards, whom they have little reason to love.
Still, when they see that our intentions are peaceable
and that we wish only to trade, they may abate
their hostility.”

In three hours they were close to the island that,
they had first seen, which proved to be much
nearer than they had supposed at first sight. It
was low and thickly covered with trees and of
only a few miles’ circumference.

“There isno chance of finding the natives hostile
here,” Reuben Hawkshaw said; “their numbers
can be but scanty, and the only fear is that they
ma;fr hide themselves in the woods at our approach
and refuse to have dealing with us. Get the lead
ready to sound, James, and put some grease on the
bottom that we may see what kind of holding
ground it is.”

As the sun had risen the wind had fallen, and the
Swan was now moving very slowly through the
water. They were about a mile from the land
when the log was first hove.

“ Eighteen fathoms, captain,” the mate reported,
adding when the lead was hauled up, “and a sandy
bottom.”

Casting the lead regularly, they sailed on until
within little more than a quarter of a mile of
the shore, and there dropped anchor in six fathoms
of water.

«] shouldn’t like to be caught in a gale here,”
the captain said; but if it did come on to blow
we could get up our anchor and sail round to
the other side of the island, where we should be in
shelter.”
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“There are some natives, father,” Roger, who
was watching the shore, exclaimed ;  they are wav-
ing green branches.” !

“Wave a white flag, Roger. Fasten anything
white to a boathook and wave it. They may
understand that, as the white flag is in use by all
nations as a sign of peace, and they may have seen
the Spaniards use it. Get one of the boats lowered,
James—the long-boat will be the best—let its crew
take their arms with them, but lay them under the
seats so as to land in peaceable guise. I myself
will go ashore in her and see what are the in-
tentions of the natives. Get a couple of guns
loaded, and if you see they attack us, fire a shot
over their heads into the woods. That will be
enough to frighten them. However, I think not
that we shall have trouble.”

A couple of boxes had already been got on deck
by the captain’s orders, and some strings of glass
beads, hawk-bells, and other articles of trade taken
out.

“You can come with me, Roger,” the captain
said; and in_a few minutes the boat rowed towa
the shore. Eight men sat at the oars and eight
others were stowed in the bow and stern. She
would have carried twice as many, but the captain
wished to avoid any show of force. The group of
natives had increased by the time the boat reached
the shore, and_the captain saw that they consisted
of two men who were apparently chiefs and some
thirty of inferior rank. They continued to wave
green branches, and their attitude was so peaceful
that the captain did not hesitate to leap ashore as
soon as the boat touched the strand.

“You follow me, Roger; and you others keep
your hands on your arms ready to use them. But
sit quiet, and do not show your weapons unless
there be occasion,”
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The chiefs advanced with a timid air toward
the new-comers, and on_approaching saluted in an
attitude of deep humility, using the Spanish word
amigos.

“Ainigos—{riends,” repeated the captain in a
cheerful tone.

Roger gazed with intense interest upon these
strange beings. They were in color but little
darker than the Moors who had tried to capture the
Swan on her last voyage. They were of good
height, but of slender figure; their countenances
were soft and almost feminine, with large dark
eyes and mild and gentle expression ; they had no
Hair upon their faces; that on their heads was long
and black ; round their heads were light gold bands
from which rose plumes of colored feathers; they
were naked above the waist, save that over one
shoulder cotton cloths ornamented with fantastic
patterns wrought in bright feathers were lightly
thrown.

From the waist they wore cotton petticoats
reaching to the knees ; both had belts decorated by
shells worked into intricate patterns, and from
similar belts crossing the shoulder hung quivers
filled with small arrows; they had necklaces and
bracelets of bright beads of European manufacture,
and both carried light spears, their bows hanging
from their shoulders. Their followers were simi-
larly dressed, save that the fillets round their heads
instead of being gold were strips of skin decorated
with shells and beads, and the mantles were of
plain cotton. The captain took from his pouch two
necklaces of large blue beads and presented them to
the chiefs, and also gave to each of them a small
hatchet: These they received with tokens of grati-
tude, being specially pleased with the batchets,
which were articles vastly prized by the natives and
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rarely bestowed upon them by the Spaniards, who
were very chary of presenting the natives with any-
thing tha could be used as a weapon. ;

The captain then made a sign to the natives to
approach, and bestowed a necklace of smaller beads
upon each. He next called to the sailors and bade
them come ashore, bringing with them only their
hangers, for there was no doubt that the natives
were friendly. While they were doing so, four of
the natives, at the order of their chiefs, brought for-
ward large baskets beautifully plaited, and, as Roger
judged, made of the tender bark of some tree. The
chiefs took these from their attendants, and opening
them placed them before the captain with a gesture
of humility. They were filled with fruits, all of
which were of kinds such as neither Roger nor his
father had seen before.

The sailors now brought forward an empty bar-
rel, and the captain signified that they required
water ; one or two billets of wood were also shown,
and the captain signified by action that he wished
his men should be allowed to cut wood to carry on
board ship. Ie also pointed to the baskets of fruit,
and then showed some more strings of beads and
some hawk-bells, intimating his desire to trade. The
natives readily comprehended the gestures, Point-
ing to the keg, they intimated by signs that the ship
should be moved round to the other side of the
island, and that fruit would be taken to them there.

The men would gladly enough bhave wandered at
once into the woods to look at the trees and flowers,
which differed widely from anything they had ever
before seen ; but the captain said : % We shall have
time enough for that, men. Let us get off with this
fruit ; our comrades on board will be thirsting for
their share. Then we will get the ship round on
the other side;; and all will have an opportunity to
go ashore.”
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As soon as they got on board a portion of the
fruit was set aside” for the use of the officers, and
the rest divided among the crew. Although they
were ignorant of the names, the men enjoyed hugely
the pineapples, guavas, and custard apples that
formed the major portion of the contents of the
baskets, and cheerfully set about the work of get-
ting up their anchor and setting the sails. But the
wind had mow entirely dropped, and the Swan
scarce moved through the water. So anxious, how-
ever, were the men {0 land that they gladly obeyed
the captain’s orders to get outall the boats and fow
her—although the heat was so great thatat any
other time they would have shrunk from such a
labor. Assoon as they reached the other side of
the island the anchor was dropped ; and the men
on board having already made everything snug,
Captain Reuben called those who had been towing
out of the boats :

“ My lads,” he said, “T wish to say a few words
before you land. In the first place, you cannot all
go; it would never do to leave the ship without
sufficient hands on board to fight her, seeing that
at any moment a Spaniard may come round one end
of the island or the other and fall upon us; conse-
quently, half must remain on board and take their
turn on shore tomorrow. I wish to give no advan-
tage to any ; therefore, the boatswain shall put two

ieces of folded paper in his hat, the one being
Biint s ke other having a cross upon it. If the
blank paper is drawn the starboard watch shall go
ashore, and the larboard take their turn to-morrow.
If the paper with the cross comes out it will be the
other way. One more matter: I shall expect the
discipline on shore to be as good as it has been on
board skip. The natives are to be treated well, and
all that we get from them shall be by fair bar-
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ter, and it shall be conducted for the advantage of
all; the first mate and boatswain will take ashore
some of the goods we have brought for the purpose
of trade, and they will buy not only such things as
we require for the ship—fruit and vegetables—
but whatever the natives may have to sell.

« All these things will be brought on board, and
then those of you who wish forany of these articles
as a token from the first island at which we touched
can take them, making an auction among your-
selves, the sums_ to be deducted from your wages.
In this way all will be on a fair footing, and the

roceeds of the sale will go into the general fund to

e divided at the end of the voyage. Nevertbeless,
1 should advise you not to purchase now, but to
leave it until we have finished all our business and
are on our homeward way ; then we shall see what
we have obtained, and each man can buy according
to his liking. 1 say this because if you get things
now they will litter up the ship, and Wil get broken,
lost, or thrown overboard ; and it were far better
that everything remained packed in the hold until
we are on the homeward voyage. Another thing:
let each man behave himself decently on shore; be
gentle and kind to the natives, who, though but
heathens, are a harmless people and friendly. Let
there be no quarrels or disputes ; and above all, let
none meddle with the women. I warn you that
any breach of these orders will be most severely
punished ; and that, moreover, any one who does so
offend will never have leave to go ashore again, not
if we cruise for ten years among these islands.”

The second mate and Roger remained on board
with the starboard watch, the drawing giving the
advantage to the others ; and these with the captain
and first mate were soon rowing toward the shore.
Those on board, although disappointed that fate bad
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decided against them, had their share of amusement,
for a good many canoes afterward came off to them.
filled with goods for barter, and as the captain be-
fore leaving had told the second mate that he could
buy and sell with those who came out, a brisk trade
was soon established. They had no fear of treach-
ery from the natives, who were in such dread of the
white men that they would not venture to lift a
hand against them, however great the odds might
be, and they were therefore allowed to come on
board and mix freely with the sailors. The contents
of the canoes, chiéfly fruit and vegetables, were
spread out on the deck, and the mate and Roger
bargained with them, giving them little looking-
glasses and strings of beads in exchange for their
wares.

“They are mighty reasonable in their demands,”
Roger said to Pengarvan. “It seems almost a
shame to take these great baskets of fruit and
vegetables in return for such trifles.”

“They are not trifles to them,” the mate replied,
“and there is nothing unfair in the exchange.
These things are to them what gold and jewels are

: we would give gladly a score of boat-loads of
vegetables for a diamond the size of a pea, and these
glass beads are as valuable in their eyes as diamonds
are in ours.”

After buying ap the main stock they trafficked
with the natives for the little ornaments they wore,
necklaces and bracelets cunningly worked with
bright shells and seeds, and weapons of curiously
carved wood. At nightfall the other boats returned,
laden down with fruit and vegetables.

«We must buy no more of these commodities at
present,” Captain Reuben said when he saw what
bad been purchased on board “We have got
enough to last us as long as they will keep, eat we
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never so heartily ;” and indeed the next day a num-
ber of the crew were ill from the quantity of fruit
that they consumed. This, however, soon passed
off, and the change of diet did great good; the
seurvy disappeared, and in a short time all—even
those who iad suffered most—were again fit for

duty.

’BLe following morning Roger and Pengarvan
went ashore with the starboard watch. The cap-
tain again accompanied them, and for hours they
rambled about the island, wondeting at the strange
trees and foliage and the bright flowers, and filled
especially with admiration at the tiny birds with
feathers like jewels that flitted about among the
flowers, and concerning which there was much dis-
pute among the men—some asserting that they were
a sort of great bee, while others. maintained that
they were birds. So quickly did they fly that the
men, although they tried hard, failed to catch any
of them ; but the dispute as to their nature was
solved by the discovery that one of the chiefs had a
robe fringed with the skins of these little creatures,
and examining these they saw surely enough that
they were birds, with feathers ghsteninﬁin the sun
like jewels of many colors. Captain Reuben per-
suaded the chief to cut off the fringe and sell it to
bim, giving in exchange for it the high price of four
st rings and a tiny looking-glass.

n the afternoon the crew set to work to re-
water the ship, and by nightfall all the casks were
filled up and the vessel was ready to proceed again
on her way. The next morning sails were hoisted
and the anchor weighed ; the natives came out in
great numbers in their canoes and surrounded the.
Swan as she glided away from her anchorage,
waving their hands and raising cries of farewell
evidently greatly satisfied at the treatment they.
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had received at the hands of their white visitors.
'For a fortnight the Swan cruised from island to
island ; but beyond giving the crew a run ashore at
each, and so building up their strength and getting
them in fighting trim slmnld there be occaston to
call upon them for action, little advantage was
obtained from these visits. Fruit and vegetables
were obtainable in abundance; but beyond these
and little trinkets and feathers there was no trade
to be done.

“Tt is clear,” Captain Reuben said as he and his
officers were gathered in the cabin, “that there is
neither gain nor advantage to be obtained from
trade here. The natives have doubtless sufficient
for their wants, which are of the simplest; but of
wealth such as we prize in England there is none to
be had. It is different with the Spaniards—they
make slaves of these poor creatures, and force them
to till their plantations, to raise crops for them, and
t0 work mines; but we, who cannot do these things,
can get nothing from a longer stay on these coasts.

“We touched here chiefly to get water and frait
to keep us all in health, and in that we have abun-
dantly succeeded. We had best now shape our
course westward, and try to find this new land, rich
in gold, of which my friend the Spanish captain
learned by report from the natives. So far we
have falien in with no Spaniards, but we may do so
at any time ; and although I have no fear of beat-
ing off any that might meddle with us, it would do
us great harm did the news spread that a str&n%e
ship was in these waters: for they would assuredly
send out expeditions in search of us from all their
ports as soon as the news reached them.”

The others quite agreed with Captain Reuben’s
views, and the next morning the ship’s head was
pointed west. Two days later, when passing an
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island, they saw, on opening a headland, a port
with many houses and a Spanish flag flying from a
mast on shore. Two large Spanish vessels were
lying there. They were apparently on the point of
sailing, for the sails were already dropped. = An ex-
clamation of surprise broke from all on the deck of
the Swan, and the men ran to the braces and sheets
in order to trim the sails. *Steady, men !” Captain
Reuben shouted. “Touch not sheet or tack; we
must sail past as if bent on our own business ; if we
change our course now they will suspect that some-
thing is wrong. Pengarvan, do you get out the
Spanish flag from the locker and Tun it up to the

This was done, though it was casy to see by the
looks the crew cast toward the stringe craft that
they would gladly go in and fight them.  Another
time, lads,” Captain Reuben said cheerfully as he
saw their mood. “I doubt not we shall have
enough ﬁghting to satisfy you before we have done;
but our object here is to trade and get rich. If
thrashing the dons comes in the way of business we
shall do it contentedly ; but there is no occasion
for us to put ourselves out of the way to meet them.
Supposing we were to go in and sink those two
ships, as [ doubt not we are men enough to do if
we were to try it, they would sce it all from the
shore; and no sooner did we set sail again than
boats would carry the news to every Spanish port
in these quarters, and we should ha
ships in_pursuit of us in no time; and avhatever
came of it, that would interfere with the hopes of
gain with which we have sailed to theseseas. This
port must be a newly formed one,” he went on,
tarning to Roger, * for there is no Spanish station
marked hereabout in my chart.”

The course which the Swan was taking would
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have carried her half a mile to seaward of the two
Spanish vessels, but she now edged a point er two
further out. I)uubllm: the Sp‘\m‘u ds were surprised
at seeing that the vessel, instead of entering the
port, continued her course ; and it may be that | they
very soon discovered such points in her hull and
rigging as set them wondering what she could be.
Presently a gun was fired from one of the ships—as
a signal, tloubtles< for her to heave-to. The Swan
paid no attention to the command, but kept on her
course. In two minutes there was another flash
and a puff of white smoke from the Spaniards, and
ashot skipped across the water in front of the Swan.
A growl of anger broke from her crew.

“Put up the helm,” Captain Reuben ordered ; and
the vessel, which was running before the wind, came
up till her head pointed straight to sea. Although
the Sp'uush ships were still three-quarters of a mile
aw a bustle was at once observable on their
decks; men clustered at the bows and could be seen
at wnrk there.

“They are getting up the anchors,” Pengarvan
said as he watched them, shading his eyes with his
hands. Three or four minutes later the sails were
sheeted home, and the Spaniard began to move
through the water, having set sail as soon as the
anchors were mpped

No sooner were they under weigh and the crews
at their quarters than they began to discharge their
bow uns after the Swan.

all we answer them, captain?’ James Stand-
ing asked. *We can bm\xv a couple of guns aft
and five over the rml 2

“By no means,” Captain Reuben replied. At
present they know nothing about us, and though
they may giiess that we are not licensed traders,
with due authority to trade among the islands, I do
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1ot suppose they suspect for a moment that we are
foreigners ; but deem us a private venture from one
of their own ports. No Spanish trader would dare
to fire on their own flag, and as long as we do not
reply, they will suppose that we are only trying to
escape the payment of some heavy fine, or Igerhaps
forfeiture for breach of their regulations. No, they
can fire away. They are not likely to hurt us.
They are fully a mile behind us, and we shall soon
leave them.”

ut in this respect the captain was mistaken.
The Spaniards were both fast vessels; and although
the Swan kept her distance, those on board present-
ly saw that she gained nothing. The shot con-
tinued to fall around them, but the Spaniards
worked their guns slowly ; the pieces on their fore-
castles were light ones, and though two or three
shot passed through the sails of the Swan, they did
but little damage.

“ As long as they don’t knock away a spar we will
hold on,” Captain Reuben said ; “if they do, we will
turn and fight then. But the wind is dropping a
little, and I think that if anything we are gaining
upon them now.”

By the afternoon the Swan was fully two miles
ahead, and the Spaniards had discontinued firing.
The Swan was heading now to pass an island whic
had for some hours been visible ahead. Presently
the Spaniards again began firing, although their
shot fell in the water far astern o?the Swan.

“What are the lubbers up to now ?” James Stand-
ing said. “They cannot think they are going to
frighten us into stopping, now that we have fairly
got away from them.”

Captain Reuben was anxiously gazing at the island
: they had laid their course to pass it to wind-

ahea

ward, as they sailed better close-hauled than did
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the Spaniard, who had not only fallen behind, but
had lagged to leeward nigh half a mile.

“They must be firing as a signal,” he said;
“there may either be a Spanish port in the island,
or_they may know that there are some of their
ships lying there; though I can see no signs either
of a port or ships.”

“It would matter little if we could, captain,”
Pengarvan said; “for any ships along that shore
would be to leeward of us, and we should
pass the end of the island long before they
could beat up there ; but it would be awkward if
there happened to be a port with two or three of
their ships just beyond that point. We should be
caught between two fires then, and have to fight
the lot of them.”

The captain nodded. “You are right, Pengarvan.
‘We should be in a fix then; and four Spaniards at
once is more than we bargained for.”

They were now within two miles of the point to-
ward which they were steering, and toward which
the eyes of the two officers on the poop were
directed. Five minutes later an exclamation broke
from them simultaneously as the sails of a lofty
ship made their appearance over the extremity of
the point, and a minute later a great hull came into
sight.

“Helm to larboard,” Captain Reuben ordered
sharply ;  we must run down the island ; we can
never weather that fellow that has just appeared.

! there are two others coming out; we are in a
hornets’ nest.”

The sails were squared off, and the Swan was soon
running before the wind almost parallel with the
coast, but edging in a little, to keep her further
from the vessels that had first chased them; these
had also changed their course, and their position to
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leeward now gave them an advantage. Ere long
the Swan was almost abreast her late pursuers, who
were about a mile and a quarter to seaward, while
the other three Spanish ships, with all sails set, were
a mile and a half astern, but a good deal nearer the
shore.

“The sun will be down in another five minutes,”
Captain Reuben said, “and in balf an hour it will
be dark. The Spaniards can run quite as fast as we
can—a bit faster, I think; but we can beat them
close-hauled. The wind is falling lighter and
lighter; if it was not for that we would haul our
wind and be off on the other tack, and throw all of
them out. But it will be a dead calm before long,
and they will be either lowering all their boats to
attackus or towing their ships up to us. If we were
close under the land they might miss us, but they
will be able to make us out here. At any rate, we
must hold on as we are until the wind "drops al-
together.”

After sunset the breeze died away rapidly, and
by the time night had fully set in the sails droppe
motionless, and the Swan ceased to move through
the water. The captain at once ordered all the
boats to be be lowered, and the men swarmed into
them, double-banking the oars. Hawsers were
handed into them, and the vessel’s head swept round
in the direction from which she had come, but
somewhat further seaward.

“Now, lads,” the captain said, “pull with a will
There will be a good supper and an allowance of
strong ale when you come on board.”

After rowing for half an hour the captain ordered
them to cease and to keep silence. Listening at-
tentively, he could hear in the still night air the
sound of oars; but whether the boats were towi
the ships or rowing independently he could not tel
Again the men set to work.

—— |
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“T hope they are towing,” he said to the first
mate ; “they would have no chance whatever of
catching us, for our strong crew can take a vessel
like the Swan threugh the water at twice the rate
they could row their big ships. I can’t see the fel-
lows inshore, can you #”

“ No, captain ; they are hid in the shadow of the
land. T can make out the others, but they are a
long way further off than when we started.”

“T expect we shall have the boats after us, Stand-
ing. Both lots can make us out and can see that
we are gaining on them. Ah! I felt a breath of
wind. I did not expect it for an hour or two yet;
but if the breeze springs up we shall soon run away
from them.”

Stopping and listening again, they could hear the
sound of oars from two directions.

“They are coming,” the captain said ; “the beat
is quicker than it would be 1f they were towing;
besides, it is a greal deal more distinet than it was.
I don’t think they are more than a mile behind us.
Ah! there is the wind again.”

There was a deep flapping sound and a rattling
of blocks as the sails bellied out for a moment and
then fell against the masts again. Captain Reuben
went to the forecastle: «Keep it up, lads. You
won’t have much longer to row, for the wind is
coming, The Spaniards are after us, but they won’t
be up T quarter of an hour, and I hope we shall
get it before that; remember, every yard we can
keep away from them is of importance. Put your
backs to 1t, lads.”

The Swan carried four boats, and strongly manned
as these were she was gliding through the water at
a fair rate. It was five minutes before another
breath of wind came, but this lasted three or four
minutes and greatly relieved the strain from the
hawsers.
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“ She is going through the water now,” the cap-
tain said ; ¥ they cannot be gaining very much upon
us at present. Confound it!” he added a minute
later; *there is an end of it again.”

The boats were now but half a mile away, and
the voices of the officers urging the rowers to exert
themselves could be plainly heard. On the Swan
the officers were all gazing in the direction from
which the wind was to come. The yards were all
braced sharply aft. Presently there was an ex-
clamation of relief as they felt the wind in their
faces and the vessel heeled a little over. The boats
behind were but a quarter of a mile away now,
while those_from the vessels inshore were perhaps
twice that distance. “If this is the true breeze we
are safe,” the captain said ; “if not we shall have to
fight for it.” The men had already without orders
cast loose the guns and armed themselves with pike
and cutlass.

“Now, listen, lads,” the captain said as he went
forward to the poop-rail ; “if these fellows come up
and try to board us, let no man utter a word ; fight
like bulldogs and as silently. We shall beat them
off, never fear ; no doubt they believe that we are
their countrymen, who have broken their trading
regulations and are afraid of being overhauled.
But if there is a word spoken they will know that
we are foreigners, and we shall be chased wherever
we go.”

Then he went to the forecastle and bade all the
men in the boats cast off the hawsers and come on
board. They were indeed no longer of any use, as
the vessel was going through the water almost as
fast as they conld row abead of her.

As they gained the deck he repeated the orders
he had given—that strict silence should be observed
in case the Spaniards came alongside, Everything
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now depended on the continuance of breeze, and those
on board the boats saw that the vessel was now
holding her own with them. Orders to throw the
ship up into the wind and heave-to were shouted,
and as no attention was paid to these, several mus-
Ket-shots were fired at her, but the wind held, and
faster and faster the Swan made her way through
the water. At last the boats fell behind and were
lost to sight.

“We are safe now,” Reuben said exultantly ;
“we are to windward of them all, and shall have
them well out of sight before morning.”

‘When day broke, indeed, the topsails of three of
the Spanish ships could be seen on the horizon, but
in two or three hours these sank out of sight, and
the Swan was headed on her course west.
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CHAPTER V.
SHIPWRECKED.

For six days the Swan sailed westward before a.
gentle wind ; then clouds were seen rising in the
north and spreading with great rapidity across the
horizon.

“We are in for a tempest,” Captain Reuben said ;
“never have I seen the clouds rise more rapidly.
Get her sail off her, Standing, as quickly as
possible.”

The crew fell to work, and in a very few minutes
the Swan was stripped of the greater part of her
canvas. But quickly as the men worked the storm
came up more rapidly, and the crew bad but half-
finished their work when with a roar and turmoil
that almost bewildered them the gale struck the
vessel. Her head had been laid to the south so that
the wind should take her astern, and it was well
that it was so, for had it struck her on the beam
she would assuredly bave been capsized, even had
not a rag of canvas been shown, for the wind would
have caught her lofty forecastle and poop. As it
‘was, she plunged heavily ward, quivering as il
from a blow. Then her bluff bows hore her up,and
with a leap she sprang forward and sped along be-
fore the gale.

“ I have seen as sudden a squall among the Greek
islands,” Captain Reuben shouted in the mate’s ear,
“but never elsewhere. I hope that this may prove
as short as do the gales in that quarter,”

Iy
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“T hope so,” the mate replied,  for we know not
how far the land may be distant.”

But though the captain knew it not, they had
been caught in one of those furious gales that were
afterward the terror of the Spaniards, blowing for
a week or ten days without intermission and being
the cause of the wreck of many a stout ship. The
sea got up rapidly and the wind seemed to increase
in fury as night fell, and for three days the ship ran
beforé it. The waist was frequently deluged with
water, and it required six men at the helm to keep
her straight before the wind. The crew were worn
out with fatigue and want of sleep, for running as
they were in this unknown sea none could say what
might happen or when land might be sighted ahead.
The captain never left the poop—he and the mates
taking their places by turn with the men at the
helm, for the slightest error in steering might have
caused the vessel to broach to, in whicl case noth-
ing could have saved her. Sheltered as was the
caboose it was found impossible to keep a fire alight,
and officersand men alike bad to centent themselves
with biscuit and draughts of ale.

The vessel rolled till her bultvarks were under water
and the yard-arms at times dipped into the sea, and
the men on deck were forced to lash themselves to
some standing object to retain their footing. The
captain occasionally made his way forward to the
forecastle, where the men not on duty were huddled
together, and spoke cheeringly to them, saying that
the gale could not last much longer, and that as the
Swan had weathered it so far she would hold on to
the end. At the commencement of the storm a tre-
mendous rain had fallen, but when this had ceased
the sky had cleared up, and for the last two days
the sun had shone out brightly and not a cloud had
been seen.
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‘When morning broke on the fourth day a cry of
dismay broke from the wearied men on deck, for
ahead could be seen land stretching away on both
bows. The news brought the crew from below, and
they clustered on the forecastle gazing in the direc-
tion of this new danger.

“We must try and get some sail on her mizzen,
Standing,” the captain said. *Our only chance is
to bring her head to the wind.”

“We can try, captain, but I fear that you will
never bring her round.”

“It is our only chance,” the captain repeated,
and with a loud shout he called for some hands to
come aft. The mizzen was shaken out, and as soon
as the sheets were hauled aft the helm was put down.
A cry burst from the crew as she came round, for
as the wind took her on the beam she lay further
and further over. A great wave struck her broad-
side, sweeping the bulwarks away as if they had
been paper and carrying a number of the crew off
the forecastle into the sea. Still further over she
went, and all thought that she would capsize, when
there were a series of reports like musket-shiots as
the lashings of the skvouds parted. This was fol-
lowed instantly by a crash as the mizzen-mast snapped
off two feet above the deck. Relieved of the strain
the Swan righted somewhat. Another great wave
swept over her forecastle, still further diminishin;
the number of the crew, but it carried her hea
round. She came up on to an even keel and again
started on her mad course before the wind.

“Go forward, Pengarvan, and see how many
hands we bave lost,” the captain said ; “not that it
makes much difference, for they have but gone a

short time before the rest of us, for nothing short
of a miracle can save us now.” 3
It could now be seen that the coast was steep and
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Yocky and that the waves were breaking with
ftremendous force upon it. It was but about four
miles distant, and in less than half an hour they
-would be upon it.

“We must try to anchor, Standing.”

The first mate shook his head. “We will try,
captain, but our anchors will never hold her in the
teeth of this gale ; if they did the hawsers would
go like pack-thread.”

<1 am afraid so, Standing; but there is nothing
else to do.”

The first mate went forward, and he and Pen-
garvan saw the anchors got in readiness and the
cables ranged along, 5o as to run out with perfect
freedom. Then Pengarvan made his way aft again
to the poop.

“Do you mean to cut away the mast, captain 2”
The captain nodded. “IT wouldn’t, sir,” the mate
went on. “She will never hold, mast or no mast ;
and if it stands we may make a shift to run her head
foremost on the rocks, and this will give us a better
chance than if she drifts broadside on.”

“You are right, Pengarvan. Yes, it will be
better to leave it standing.”

When within a quarter of a mile of the shore the
helm was again put down, and as the vessel came
partly round the anchors were let go. The haw-
sers Tan out rapidly, and the topsail, which was
the only sail on her, was let go, the wind catching
it and tearing it into ribbons as it was loosed.
There was a jerk and a surge as the anchors brought
her up, but at the same moment a great wave
struck her head. The cables parted and she again
swung round toward the shore. ;

«Tt is all over with us, my lad,” the captain said
to Roger, who was standing quietly beside him.
% God forgive me, I have brought you all bere to
die.”
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It is not your fault, father; it was all for the
best; and we knew when we started that there
were perils before us.” e

“Good-by, my lads! We will die as we have
lived—brave men ; and may God have merey on us
all. Now, Roger, obey my last orders. Go for-
ward and climb up to the end of the bowsprit: it
may be that if she strikes you may be able to leap
forward on to the rocks ; they are somewhat lower
just ahead than elsewhere.”

“But I do not want to be saved if no one else is,
father,” Roger cried passionately.

“You have always obeyed me heretofore,” the
captain said quietly, “and you will do so now.
Go forward at once and do ‘as I say. God bless
you, my boy.” He clasped Roger in his arms in a
moment’s close embrace, and then pointed forward.

Roger’s eyes were blinded with tears as he
obeyed the order. The bowsprit in those days did
not as now run out almost horizontally from the
ship’s bow, but stood up like a mast, leaning some-
what over the bow, and carried a yard and small
square sail upon it. Roger climbed up as faras the
yard, and then aiding himself by the halyards,
shinned up until he reached the cap. When he
did so the vessel was but little more than a hundred:
yards from the shore. The water was deep up to
the rocks, for the waves struck on these unbroken,
flying up in masses of spray which flew far over
the land.

On his lofty post thirty feet above the forecastle
and forty-five above the water, Roger was nearly
level with the top of the rock ahead, and as the
vessel rose on the waves could see a flat land ex-
tending far inland. He looked down ; two or three
of the sailors had followed him as high as the yard,
and many others were gathered on the forecastle,

= |
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Some were kneeling in prayer, others had thrown
themselves down despairingly on the deck, but most
were standing, looking forward with set faces at
the rocky barrier so close at hand. Roger looked
aft; the men at the tiller had quitted it now and
gone forward; Standing and Pengarvan were
standing one_on each side of the captain. The
latter took off his cap and waved it to his son, and
the mates lifted their hands in token of adieu.

A cry from below caused Roger, as he returned
the salute, to look round ; they were but a ship’s
length from the rocks. Another moment a great
wave lifted the vessel, and on its crest she went
thunderiug forward. The rocks scemed to leap up
against the spar to which Roger clung; it snapped
off just below his feet, then a great volume of water
and spray shot up from below, and he was thrown
high mto the air. The wind caught him and carried
him away inland, and he fell with a crash that left
him senseless. It was long before he recovered
consciousness. As soon as he did so he crawled on
his hands and knees to the edge of the cliff and
looked down. The Swan had disappeared ; not a
sign remained ; not so much as a floating timber
showed on the surface of the water.

Roger crawled back again for some distance, and
then threw himself down and wept despairingly.
He lay there for hours, until the beat of the sun
blazing almost vertically down roused him. Then
he got on to his feet and looked round. In front of
him stretched a slightly undulating country.
Patches of maize here and there showed that it was
cultivated, and in the distance he saw a large vil-
lage with buildihgs of a size that proved that the
people had made some advance toward civilization.
Slowly and painfully, for he was greatly bruised by
his fail, he made his way to the nearest maize patch
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and ate several ears of green corn. Then he
started for the village.

When within a few hundred yards of it he came
upon three women who were comin&r out with
baskets on their heads. They paused as he ap-
proached them, and then with a ery of astonish-
ment and fear turned and ran toward the village,
Their cries brought a number of people to the
doors; among these were many men who ha
caught up spears and bows and arrows at the
alarm. Seeing but one person approaching, in a
garb altogether strange to them, they stood in sur-
prise. As he came up their wonder heightened at
perceiving that his color was altogether different
from their own, and they dropped their threaten-
ing weapons and stood as 1f paralyzed by wonder.

%oger had not faltered in his ste}) as he saw them
issue out. Death had no terror for him now his
father and all his friends were gone, and he was
altogether reckless of what befell him. The fear-
lessness of his demeanor added to the effect pro-
duced by his appearance. His cap was gone, and
the rays of the sun falling upon his fair hair added
to the effect produced by his white skin. The
natives, taking him for a supernatural being, bowed
themselves to the ground before bim in an attitude
of adoration. The cries and uproar that but a
minute before had sounded in the village suddenly
ceased, and were succeeded by the hush of deep
awe. Roger walked on between the prostrate
natives and seated himself on a stone at the door of
a hut. The natives gradually rose to their feet and
approached him timidly. He made signs that he
wanted to drink, for a raging thirst had been in-
duced b;; L]l;e heat.

One of the natives ran into a hut and reappeared.
with a bowl, filled with a liquid, which he ﬂgmbly

i
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presented to Roger. The latter patted his head in
token of thanks, and then took a long drink of the
contents of the bowl. These were totally unlike
anything he had before tasted, being pulgue, a
slightly fermented drink, obtained from the juice of
the agave, most useful of all the vegetable produc-
tions of Central America. A native, who was dis-
tinguished by his dress from the rest, now gave an

g 8
order, and in a short time two women approached

bearing a tray with some flat cakes of fine bread
and froits of different kinds. More to please
the natives than because he was hungry, for he felt
little inclination for food, Roger partook of some of
these.

The chief then harangued him at considerable
length. When he had finished, Roger, who had
stood up while he was addressing him, said, “I do
not know a single word of what you are saying to
me, but I thank you for your kindness,” He then
shook hands with the chief, to whom that form of
greeting was evidently new, and patted him on the
shoulder. The chief then conducted him to a large
house; it was no higher than the rest, but was built
of stone well fitted together. “The roof was roughly
thatched, and could, Roger thought, afford but a
poor shelter in time of rain. He did not know
that, except at the commencement of a storm, rain
was of comparatively rare occurrence upon the
coast. Inside the house showed signs of comfort.
There were some seats decorated with carving; a
finely woven mat covered the floor; arms and
utensils hung from the walls.

Several of the natives, evidently persons of con-
sideration in the village, followed the chief in.
Some girls and women came in from an interior
room, and saluted the stranger with the greatest
respect. They examined him timidly, one of the
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younger girls touching his hand gently as if to make
sure that it was skin and not some strange coverin,
that gave it its color. Roger took off his jacket,
which was by this time dry, and turned up the
sleeve of his shirt; as he did 'so a general exclama-
tion of surprise and admiration broke from the
mnatives at the whiteness of the skin, which was far
more striking to them than the bronzed hue of his
face and hands. The chief made various signs which
Roger at last understood to be a question as to
whence he had come. He pointed in the direction
of the sea, and tried to signify that he had arrived
from a very long distance.

An hour passed, and Roger was beginning to *
wonder what the hext move would be, when a native
entered and, saluting the chief, said something to
him. The women and children at once retired. A
few minutes afterward the chief went to the door
and motioned Roger to accompany him.

Coming down the street of the village was a pro-
cession. At its head walked two persons evidently
of high rank. They wore mantles falling from their
shoulders nearly to the ground, ornamented with
designs executed in brightly colored feathers; they
had circlets of gold round their heads and heay}
necklaces and bracelets of the same metal ; beneatl
the mantles they wore short petticoats of soft white
material. Their spearsand their arms were carried
behind them by attendants; behind these came a
number of men and women walking in regular
order, carrying bowls of fruit, trays of cooked food,
and other offerings. Roger t once that the;
must have come from a place of importance, which
must be near at hand, as they had A|'Ouhtless set out.
upon the receipt of a message dispatched by his
present entertainer. Ile guessed that the report
must have been a favorable” one of him, and that
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the natives were impressed with the idea that he
Wwas a superior being; herefore needful for
him to comport hnnselk so that this impression
should be confirmed.

The chiefs bowed profoundly as they approached
him, stooping so far forward that one hand touched
the earth and was then carried to their forehead.
Roger did not understand the meaning of this, but
he bowed graciously, as if accepting the homage
that was offered. The bearers then advanced and
placed the offerings on the ground. Among these
B e ik o that worn by the chiefs, but
more richly embroidered. It struck Roger that, as
his white skin excited so much admiration, it would
be as well to show he too, somewhat
ashamed of his garments, which were much worn,
had turned a dingy hue from the sun and salt water,
and had moreover shrank much from their recent
immersion. Taking up the robe, therefore, he mo-
tioned to the chiefs to stay where they were, and
retiring into the room stripped to bis waist, and
then throwing the mantle over his shoulders re-
turned to the enmmcc.

Something like a shout of welcome saluted him ;
the whiteness of his skin as seen through the open
mantle astonished the natives, and th. 1r'cepl.ed his
assumption of the garment with w hich he had been
presented as a sign " of the benevolent intentions of
this sllpernuuml visitor toward them. The ambas-
sadors now made signs in_the direction from which
they had come, and seemed to ask if he w vere Wi ill-
ing to accompany them. Ile nodded his assent,
and in a few minutes the procession Amlm started,
the chiefs tak their places one on either side of
him, and the villagers falling in behind.

The women struck up a sort of chant in which all
except the chiefs joined. For an bour they kept on
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their way, and then on ascending a small hill a
large town was seen. “Tabasco,” the chief said,
pointing toward it. Roger repeated the word, and
in doing so evidently gave much pleasure to the
chiefs. ~As they approached the town he could see

i ng above it, and as they
passed through a line -of long palisades that sur-
rounded the place a body of men issued out to meet,
him. As they approached, they formed in order on
each side of the road. All were armed with spears
tipped with sharp shiny stones and carried bows
and arrows. They were dressed in doublets of
thickly quilted cotion, capable of turning an arrow
or resisting the thrust of a native spear, although
they would offer but poor protection against English
arrows or English weapons.

As they entered the town the streets were lined
with similarly dressed soldiers, behind whom stood
a crowd of natives, men and women saluting their
strange visitor with loud cries of welcome. The
procession continued its way until it stopped before
a large building, at the entrance to which stood an
aged chief. His mantle was completely composed
of feather-work, and plumes of feathers sprang from
the golden fillet that encircled his head. Behind
him were clustered a number of inferior chiefs.

He welcomed Roger courteously but gravely, and
Roger guessed at once that he was superior to the
superstitions of his people, and that he viewed him
with a certain amount of suspicion. Roger bowed,
and taking off the jack-knife which hung in its
sheath from a string at his waist, drew it out and
presented it to the chief. The latter was evidently
greatly struck by the gift. Gold and silver he
knew, but this bright and shining metal was alto-
gether new to him. He examined it cldsely, felt
the edge and point, and then handed it to the chiefs
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behind him to be examined by them. Roger saw
by his manner that he had been favorably impressed,
for the weapon was as strange and mysterious to
him as the visitant. The chief undid a large gold
necklace that he wore and offered it to Roger, who
bowed and clas, it round his neck. e chief
> house, which was similar,
but on a much larger scale, to that which he had be-
fore entered.- Refreshments were placed before
him; these he did not need, but thought it better to
eat of them. While he “was so doing an animated
conversation was maintained between the chief and
his followers.
fter a time the chief signed to himto follow
him, and conducted him to a smaller house close by,
which he made signs to him that he was to consider
as his own. Mats had been already spread on the
ground, rugs made of quilied cotton for sleeping
upon piled in a corner, vases of flowers placed
about the room, and all made ready for occupation,
An old woman followed by two young gitls came
forward and saluted to the ground; they were
slaves whom the chief had appointed to wait upon
the visitor. No sooner had the chief left than a
perfect levée commenced and went on for hours,
until it seemed to Roger that every man, woman,
and child in the town must have called upon him.
Most of them brought little presents as tokens of
ood-will. Garlands of flowers were thrown round
is neck, baskets of fruit, cakes made from maize
flour, dishes of meat of various kinds, little trinkets
of gold, baskets containing beans and many other
eatable seeds and a ground powder of brownish hue,
of whose uses Roger was ignorant, but which he
afterward discovered to be cocoa, which furnished
the most popular beverage of the natives. Not
until it was quite dark did the stream of visitors
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cease; then the old slave dropped a hanging across
the door, and one of the young ones brought for-
ward to Roger, who was was utterly worn out with
the fatigues of the day, a bowl of steaming cocoa
and some cakes of fruit.

Roger found the cocoa extremely palatable, and
wholly unlike anything he had ever before tasted;
and it scemed to invigorate him greatly. After
drinking he spread some of the quilted mats upon the
floor and threw himself down upon them. The old
woman had lighted a lamp and withdrawn with
the younger ones to an apartment behind, which
served as their sleeping-place as well as kitchen.

Now that he was alone and had time to think
Roger broke down entirely. Was it possible that
it was but this morning he was on board ship with
his father and friends, and that now all were gone,

one forever, and he was in a strange land, cut off
om all hope of return, surronnded by people who,
if they were friendly to-day, might yet for aught he
knew slay him on the morrow? For the time,
however, his own fate occupied him but little. His
thoughts turned almost exc&usively upon his father,
upon their voyages together, his kindness and care
for him, the high hopes they had cherished when
they ted upon their voyage, and above all upon

his parting words and the last gesture of farewell
Just as the ship struck: ¢ .

For hours Roger lay and sobbed. At last he
heard a slight movement in the room, and looking
up saw one of the young slave-girls regarding him
with a look of deep pity. To her, as to every one.
else, Roger had appeared as a supernatural being,
come from they knew not whence; but the lad’s
sobs bad touched her human feelings and shown
her that he had sorrows like herself. Her look
brought a feeling of comfort and companionship
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to Roger’s heart, and as, on seeing that she was
nbs(,rve(l, he turned timidly to lemc he held out
his hand to her. She approached and knelt down
beside bim, and taking his |1.mll pressed it to her
forehead. ~ She was a girl of some fourteen years
old, already according to Mexican u]EE\\ a woman.

“What is your name 2 Re

The girl looked at him wondei ngl\ but shook
her head. Roger tlmuﬂht a moment and then
touched himself on the breast “ Roger,” he said.
Ha repeaed the word) several fimes;. then he
touched her lips and repeated “ Roger,” and seeing
what was e'(putul she repeated the word in a soft
voice. He nodded again, touched himself and said
“Roger,” and then touched her. She now saw
what he meant; it was his own name he had
spoken, and he now asked for hers. ¢ Malinche,”
she said, in her soft Indian voice.

“Malinche,” he repeated, ¢ you are a kind- hearted
girl. T can see that, Malinché; and I hope we's
understand each other better one of these day
suppose you are a servant or a slave, and ave not in
a much “better condition than myself. Now you
had better go and sleep.” He patted her on ‘the
shoulder, pointed to the door by which she had
entered, closed his eyes as if in sleep, and then said,
“Good-night, Malinche.” The girl uttered some
words he did not understand; but as they ended
with Roger, and with a nod of her head she stole
silently away, he supposed that it was something
equivalent to his 0wWn good-night.

Greatly comforted by this little incident, he rolled
up one of the rugs as a pillow, laid his head upon it,
and was almost_instantancously asleep. He woke
with a feeling of surprise; the events of the pre-
vious day seemed to him but a dream,and he looked
round expecting to see the bulkhead of the little

1
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cabin he had occupied on board the Swan; but the
first glance assured him of the reality of the dream,
and that he was alone among a strange people.
He sprang at once to his feet, pulled aside a cloth
that hung before an opening that served as a win-
dow, and let the rays of the sun stream in.

“1 want some water, old dame,” he said in a loud
voice.

The old woman at once entered. Roger made
signs by rubbing bis hands together and passing
them over his face and head that he wanted water.
This the old woman brought in a basin formed of
the half of an immense gourd, and a soft cotton
cloth with which to dry himself. Then she brought
in a small pot filled with something which looked to
him like fat, but which he afterward found was ex-
tracted from a vegetable, and put it down by the
side of the water.

“T suppose that this is some sort of soap,” Roger
said to himself, and found on trial to his great
satisfaction that it made an excellent lather. After

good wash he felt greatly refreshed, and now
attired himself completely in Mexican costume, a
pile of garments of all sorts having been placed in
one corner of the room. When he had finished the
two girls entered with a tray containing cocoa,
fruits, and bread. He was about to address Ma-
linche by her name, bur the girl kept her eyes fixed
upon the ground, and it struck him that she did not
wish her late visit to him to be known, as it might
bring upon her a scolding from the old woman
whose voice he had more than once heard on the
previous afternoon raised in shrill anger.

He therefore began ), first naming himself
and then touching Malinche’s companion. She did
not at first understand, but Malinche said some-
thing in a low tone, and she then replied, * Nishka,”
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Roger repeated the name and then touched Ma~
lmche who at once gave her name. He next
pomte«l to the cuntems uf the bowl, and the glrls
replied together “Cocon.” Ror'er repeated the
word several times, aml thcn in the same manner
learned the native names of the cakes and fruit.
The old woman, hearing the voices, now came info
the room. The gnls spoke eagerly to her in their
language, and when Roger u)uched her she at once
answered “ Quizmoa.”

“That is pretty well for a first lesson,” Roger
said ; “now I will'eat my breakfast. I suppose that
if any one in this place did not have a stare at wme
yestérday, they will be coming to-day.”

Visitors, indeed, soon ber'zm to arrive, and it was
more than a week before the curiosity of the crowd
B D et Bl the did ot bring
what Roger considered a terrible annoyance to an
end, for the news had spread rapidly through all
the country round of the strange white being who
had come to Tabasco, and parties of visitors kept
on arriving, some of them from a great distance.

Roger, however, had made u good use of his
tongue. He kept one or other of the girls always
near him, and by touching the articles brought to
him as presents, the gar, ments and arms of his vis-
itors, and the various objects in his room, he soon
learned their names. Almost every day ‘the chief
sent for him for a talk ; but as neither party could
understand the other, these conversations generally
ended by a sudden loss of temper on the part of the
cacique at being unable to obtain the information
he required as to the origin of his visitor, and the
object with which he had come to his country.
Having acquired a large number of the names of
objects, Roger, I'ul'aumc came to a standstill ; then it
struck him that by hsh,nmtr to what the old woman

|
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said to the girls, and by watching what they did,
he might make a step further.

In this way he soon learned “ bring me,” « fetch.

me,” and other verbs. When the old woman was
present the two girls were silent and shy ; but as
Quizmon was fond of gossiping, and so was' greatly
in request among the neighbors, who desired o
learn something of the habits of the white man, she
was often out, and the girls were then ready to talk
as much as Roger wished. For a time it seemed to.
him that he was making no progress whatever with
the language, and at the end of the first month be-
gan almost to despair of ever being able to converse
i it, although by this time be had learned the name of
almost every object. Then he found that, perhaps
as much from their gestures as from their words, he
began to understand the girls, and in another month
was able to make himself understood in turn. After
this his progress was extremely rapid.
Malinche learned from him that he
belonged to a great nation of white people living
far away across the sea, and that Le ad been
wrecked in a ship upon_the coast, she warned him
against telling these things to the chief. They
hold you in high honor,” she said, * because they
think that you have come down from the sky, and
might do them grievous barm if they displeased
you. Butif they knew that you werea man like
themselves cast by chance upon their shores, they
would perbaps make you a slave or might put you
to death in one of the temples; therefore on this
subject be always silent. When the chief asks you
questions shake your head, and say that these things
cannot be spoken of, and that it might bring down
the anger of the gods were their secret told.”

The advice seemed good to Roger, and he followed
it. Now that he was able to talk in his language
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the chief soon plied bim with questions as to whence
he had come. But Roger always shook his head
when the subject was approached, and said : It is
not good to talk of these things; evil might come
to the land. T am here, and that is enonvh I will
tell you many things about other ]lu)p]c who live
far over the sea, and who ar very great and pow-
erful.  When they go out they sit upon great ani-
mals, which carry them easily at a speed much e3
ceeding that at which a man can runj; they live in
lofty dwellings, and when they go to war are cov-
ered with an armor made of a metal so strong that
arrows would not pierce it nor swords cut it ; they
traverse the sea in floating castles, and w Len they
want to convey their tlmu"ht to othens many l]il\S
Jjourney away, they make ‘marks upon a thin white
Stuff they call paper, and send it by a messenger,
and these marks tell him who receives it what the
writer’s thoughts are just the same as if he had
spoken in their ears.”

The hearing of such wonders as these reconciled
the chief to his disappointment at not learning more
about his visitor. The knife Roger had given him
was a never-ending source of wi onder to the cacique
and those whom he permitted to inspect it. Gold
and silver and copper they knew, and also tin,
which they used for bardening the copper, but this
new metal was altogether smnge to them. It
enormously exceeded copper in strength and hard-
ness; its edge did not, like that “of their own
weapons, blunt with usage, and they could well un-
derstand that if armor could be formed of it, it
would be altogether unpierceable.

For a time Roger was every day at the chief’s
house, and his narration afforded astonishment and
wonder to the .uuhpnce\ that gathered round him.
At the same time Roger pu‘cm\ul that a difference
of opinion existed among the principal men con-

i
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cerning him. Some believed as at first in his super-
natural origin, and credited all that he told them,
while others were of opinion that he was a man like
themselves, only of different color, and that these
tales were simply inventions designed to add to his
importance. The fact that month after month
passed without his exhibiting any supernatural
powers, or reproducing in any way the wonders of
which he told them, added gradually to the strength
of the party hostile to him.

«Why should this god, if he were a god, have
come to dwell at Tabasco only to learn the language
and behave as an ordinary man? He had been
kindly received—why did he not bestow benefits in
return ? Were the fields more fruitful? Had any
extraordinary prosperity fallen ?un the people
since his arrival among them ? Had he taught them
any of the arts of those people of whom he spoke ?
The gods always bestowed benefits upon those
among whom they dwelt. He did not ever pay rey-
erence to their gods, nor had he entered a temple
to worship or sacrifice: how, then, could he be a

0d?”  Gradually this opinion gained strength, and

Roger perceived that his popularity was decreasing.
No longer were daily presents sent in by the in-
habitants of Tabasco.” No longer did they prostrate
themselves when be walked in the streets. His
stories were received with open expressions of doubt.
and derision, and he saw that ere long some great
chahge would take place in his condition.

One morning, to his surprise, the chief with six
men entered Lis chamber, and ordered him to come.
out and accompany them instantly. Much surprised:
at the order, Roger at once went out.

“ You must go away for a time,” the cacique said;
“but you shall return before long.” Tlis guard
conducted him eight or ten miles into the interior,
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and established him in a hut situated at a distance
from any other dwelling. Three of them by turns
kept watch night and day over him, refusing to
auswer any questions as to the cause of this singular
conduct. “Beyond being kept a prisoner he had
nothing to complain of, being well fed and treated
with all courtesy. A fortnight later he was taken
back to Tabasco as suddenly as he had left it.

. When he arrived there he learned the reason of
his being carried inland. A great floating castle
filled with white men had arrived at the mouth of
the river, and had opened a trade with the natives,

‘excbanging glass beads, looking-glasses, and trinkets
for gold ornaments and articles of Mexican work-
manship. Their leader he heard was called Grijalva.
The cacique had been afraid that if Roger had
heard that other white men were in the river he
would make an effort to join them, or if they heard
that a man of their color was in the town they
would insist upon his being handed over to them ;
he had therefore hurried him away inland, and had
issued the most stringent orders that none should
by signs or otherwise acquaint the new-comers that
a white man was in the town.

A guard had been placed over the house in which
Roger had dwelt, and none of those within it had
been allowed to go out while the strangers were in
the river. These had sailed away the day before
Roger was fetched back. He was not altogether
disappointed at having missed the strangers, who
were of course Spaniards, for he wanted if possible
to see something more of this beautiful country be-
fore he left; and he was, moreover, more than
doubtful as to the reception he should meet with at
the Spaniards’ hands when, by his ignorance of
their language, they discovered th
foreign intruder in what they considered their
territory.
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CHAPTER VL
ANAHUAC.

TIr was now six months since Roger was wrecked
on the coast of Tabasco; he spoke the native
language with perfect fluency, and had learned all
that was known as to the nations round Tabasco. =
Malinche was his chief source of information. She
herself did not belong to the country, but, as she
told Roger, to a tribe that had been conquered
far mightier people, called Aztecs, who lived further
to the west.

It was from them, she said, that the people of
Tabasco obtained their gold, which was there very
plentiful and was thought but little of, as being use-
}ul only for onmments, drmkmtrcnps, and similar
purposes. They dwelt in a city named Mexico,
standing in the midst of a lake; there were kindred
peoples near them, and the country generally was
called Anabuac, All were subject to the Aztecs,
and their armies had gradually conquered all the
surrounding peoples. They possessed great temples,
compared to which those of Tabasco were as noth-
ing. Their gods were very powerful, and all
]m«unel' taken in war were sacrificed to them.
They had rich mantles and clothing, and the Tabas-
cans were but savages in comparison,

Being asked how it was that she who was a
i ch a nation came to be a slave amon;
‘abascans, she replied with tears that she ha§
been sold. Her father had been a rich and power-

A
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ful cacu|ne of Painalla, on the southeastern borders

of the an kingdom ; he had died when she
was very young, and her mother had married again
and had a son.” One night her mother had banded
her over to some u(ulua, by whom she had been
carried away. She had learned from their conver-
sation that her mother desired her son to inherit all
her possessions, and that she had, therefore, sold
her to these traders. The ﬂa\lﬂllLel of one of her
sla,ves had died that evening, and she intended to

ive out that Malinche was dead, and to celebrate

er funeral in the usual way. The traders had
brought her to Tabasco and sold her to the cacique
of that town.

« “But this mother of yours must be an infamous
woman, Malinche,” Roger said mrllmmutl\' “ thus
to sell away her own daughter to be a sl:

““Girls are not much good ” Malinche said sndly 5
“they cannot fight and they cannot govern a people.
Tt was natural that my mother should prefer her
son to me, and should” wish to see him a cacique
when he grew u|

Roger refused to see the matter in that light at
all, and was indignantat Malinche for the forbear-
ance that she showed in speaking of the author of
her misfortunes. This convetsation had taken place
at the time when Roger had first learned to converse
in the Tabascan language. The girl’s statements
with regard to the wealth of the countr 'y to which
she belonged had fired his imagination. This was
doubtless The country concerning which rumors were
current among the Spanish Islands, and with whom
it had been the purpose of bis father’s expedition to
open trade. Malinche told him that they spoke a
language quite different from that of the Tabascans.

Me:

There were many dialects among the various
peoples under the Sway of the Aztecs ; butall could

:
‘
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understand each other, as they had all come down
from the far north to settle in the country. Think-
ing the matter over he determined, if possible, that
lie would some day make his way over to Malinche's
country, which seemed so far in advance of the
Tabascans.

«The Spaniards will go there some day,” he said ;
“and although they would kill me without hesi-
tation if they found an Englishman there before
them, I might yet, in some way or other, manage to
achieve my escape.” Accordingly, he asked
Malinche to teach him her language, and at the end
of the six months he could converse with her in it
almost as readily as he could in Tabascan, for
in learning it he had none of the initial difficulties
he had at first d in iring Tab:
the latter language serving as a medium.

The year which had elapsed since the Swan
sailed from Plymouth had effected great alteration
in Roger’s figure ; he had grown several inchesand
had widened out greatly, and was fulfilling the
promise of his earlier figure by growing into an
immensely large and powerful man. He was even
now half a head taller than the very tallest of the
natives of Tabasco, and in point of strength was
still more their sull)erior. Thus, although the belief
in his supernatural origin was rapidly dying out, a
certain respect for his size and strength prevented
any of his opponents from any open exhibition of
hostility. The fact, too, of his perfect fearlessness
of demeanor added to this effect. Roger carried
himself well, and as with head erect he strolled
through the streets of Tabasco, with a step that
contrasted strongly with the light and nimble one
of the slenderly built natives, men made way for
him ; while his sunny , which fell in short
waves back from his forehead, his fearless gray
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eyes, and the pleasant expression of his mouth,
rendered him a source of admiration to the women,
who, with scarce an exception, still believed firmly
that he was no ordinary human being.

. One day when Roger was dressing in the morn-
ing he heard excited talking in the street and the
sound of hurrying feet.

“What has happened this morning, Malinche?’
he called out.

“The merchants have come,” she said; “the
merchants from my country.”

As Roger had heard from her that a trade was
carried on by Mexico with the surrounding
countries by merchants who traveled in parties,
with strong bodies of armed men, and that they had
been at Tabasco but a few days only before he had
first arrived there, and might be expected again in
about a year, he was not surprised at the news.
He had, indeed, been looking forward to this visit;
for he felt that his position was getting more and
more unsafe, and that the cacique would not be able
much longer to support him against the hostility of
the majority of the men of importance in the town.
What he had heard from Malinche had greatly
raised his curiosity with regard to her country, and
his longing to see these people whom she described
as invincible in war and so infinitely superior in
civilization to the Tabascans. He had closely in-
quired from Malinche whether she thought he would
be well received did he reach her country.
Malinche’s opinion was not encouraging. I think,”
she said, “that they would sacrifice you in the
temples. All our gods love sacrifices, and every year
countless persons are offered up to them.”

“Tt is a horrible custom, Malinche.”

Malinche did not seem to be impresséd as he ex-
pected.
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“Why ?” she asked. “They would be killed in
battle were they not kept forsacrifice. The Aztecs
never kill if they can help it, but take prisoners, so
that death comes to them in one way instead of
another ; and it is better to be killed in the service
of the gods than to fall uselessly in battle.”

“I dow’t think so at all, Malinche. In battle:
one’s blood’s up and one scarcely feels pain, and if
one is killed one is killed and there is an end of it :
that is quite different to being put to death in cold
blood. "And do they sacrifice women as well as
men 7’

“Sometimes, but not so many,” shesaid ; “and in
dry weather they offer up children to Talloc, the
god of rain.”

“But they cannot capture them in war,” Roger
said, horrified.

“No, they are sold by their parents, who have.
large families and can do without one or two.”

To Malinche, brought up in the hideous religion
of the Mexicans, these things appeared as a matter
of course; and she could scarcely understand the
horror and disgust which her description of the
sacrifices to her gods caused him. .

And you think that they would sacrifice me,
Malinche ?”

“I cannot say,” she replied; “the priests are
masters in these things. If they said sacrifice, zt‘.)?
would sacrifice you; but if they thought you a god,
you would be treated with great honor.  How can
Ttell? T think that they would pay you greater
honor than here, but of course I cannot tell.”

“Why should they pay me greater honor,
Malinche ¢

“ Because one of our gods was white. Quetzal-
coatl was the kindest of our gods. He taught us

the use of metals, instructed us how to till the
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ground, and laid down all the rules for good
government. When he lived in Anahuac every
one was happy. Every ear of corn was so big
that a man could scarce carry one. The earth was
full of flowers and fr Cotton grew of many
colors, so that there was no need to dye it, and the
very birds sang more sweetly than they have ever
sung since. Ah! if Quetzalcoatl had always stopped
with us, we should have been happy, indéed ”

“But why did be not, Malinche ?*

Malinche shook her head. “He was a god, but
not one of the greatest, and one of these grew angry
with him—T cannot tell who ; perhaps it was the god
of war, who saw that the Anahuans were so happy
that they no longer went out to conquer other
people and to provide sacrifices for him—perbaps
they were jealous because the people worshiped
Quetzalcoatl more than them: anyhow they were
angry with him and he was obliged to leave us.
He came down to the sea and topk leave of the
people, promising that he or his descendants would
some day revisit ther Then he took his seat in his
boat, which was formed of serpent-skins, and sailed
away, and has never been seen again; but we all
know that one day, if he does not come himself,
white people will come from the sea to us. I think,
Roger, that you are one of the descendants of
Quetzalcoatl; and I think my countrymen would
think so, too, and would hold you in great honor if
the priests, who are very powerful, did not turn
them against you.”

“What was this god like?” asked Roger.

“He was tall in stature, and he had a white skin ;
and his hair was not like yours, for it was long and
dark and flowed over his shoulders, and he had a
areat beard ; but as you are tall and white, you are
Tike him ; and as he went toward the rising sun it
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may be that afterward his hair changed from black
to a color like yours, which seems to me brown
when you are sitting here, but gold when the sun
falls on i

“So it seems, Malinche, that T may be
or I may be taken for a god! I would much rather
that they would be content to treat me for what I
am—a man like themselves, only of a different race
and color.”

Roger had many convmsmnons of this kind with
Malinche, and as le felt hi % osition becoming daily
more precarious among o abascans, had come to
believe that he should have at least as good a
chance among the Aztecs as where he was. In re-
turn for all the girl told him about her country, he
told her much about his own. He explained to her
that there were many peoples among the whites, as
among the reds ; and thev fought '\omnst each other
in banle, having weapons which made a noise like
thunder and killed at a great distance. He told her
how one of these peoples, named Spaniards, had
conquered many islands not very far distant from
Tabasco, and how assuredly tliey would come in
time and try to conquer this country, too. He
explained that while the nation to which he be-
longed was at present at peace with the Spaniards,
they were not allowed to come into this part of the
world ; and that had he and those who had sailed
with him fallen into their hands they would have
been all put to death.

The news, then, that the Aztec traders had ar-
rived was a matter of as much interest to Roger as
to the people of the town. These looked forward
hasing many things which they could not
in, for the voIrl ornaments, the rich
feather mantles, and mos the other articles of
superior manufacture \V].uch Roger had seen were
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of the natives of Tabasco, but of their
ghbors.

ders would stay, Malinche said, for four
or five days at least; and Roger therefore thought
it better not to go out to see them until he learned
what were the cacique’s views concerning him.
He therefore remained quietly at home all day.
Upon_the following morning he received a sum-
mons from the cacique.

“White man,” the chief said, “I have spoken to
the Anahuac traders concerning you, and they have
a great desire to see you. Therefore you will this
morning accompany us to their camp.”

An hour afterward Roger started with the ca-
cique and a numerous body of the latter’s coun-
selors and attendants. The encampment of the
Anahuans was a quarter of a mile from the town.
In the center rose a large tent, the abode of the
merchants, and around, ranged in regular order,
were the rough huts erected by their escort.
These were assembled in military array ; they were,
like the Tabascan soldiers, clad in thick quilted
doublets. Their spears were tipped with copper or
with obsidian, a stone resembling flint, of great
hardness and capable of taking a very sharp
edge. In front of the tent were several banners,
embroidered in different devices in gold and feather
work.

Roger afterward learned that merchants were
held in far higher consideration in Anahuac than in
Europe, that their business was considered as one
of great honor, and that they were permitted to
assume what may be called heraldic devices on their
standards, to carry bright-feathered plumes, and to
wear gold ornaments—such decorations being only
allowed to warriors who had, by their deeds in
battle, been admitted into an institution which
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closely resembled that of knighthood, all others
dressing in plain white cloths woven from thread
obtained from the aloe. Even members of the royal
family were not exempted from this law.

The whole trade of the country was in the hands
of these merchants, who traded not only to its
utmost borders, but with neighboring people. They
were allowed to raise forces sufficient for their pro-
tection; they furnished the government with de-
scriptions of the people they visited, and often
afforded the state a pretext for wars and annexa-
tions by getting up quarrels with the natives. They
resembled, in fact, the East India Company during
the last century, mingling in their persons the mili
taliy and mercantile character.

n addition to their soldier escort, they took with
them on their journeys a vast number of slaves.
These carried the merchandise, made up into pack-
ets weighing about eighty pounds. Many of these
slaves had been instructed in the arts of the Aatecs,
and there were among them musicians, singers,
dancers, and workers in metal and feather work,
and these were sold at high ratesto the people with
whom they traded.

The merchants, who were attired in rich feather
mantles with plumes of bright feathers upon their
heads, came to the entrance of their tent when the
cacique with his company approached. After some
talk between them and the chief, by means of an
interpreter, Roger was brought forward from the
vear of the company. The merchants inspected
him with grave curiosity. They turned and talked
among themselves ; then they invited the chief to
enter their tent. He remained there for some
time, and when he came out again returned to his
companions, and ordering four of his soldiers to
accompany him back to the town, left the rest
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)
of hus party to traffic as they chose with the mer-
chants.
He did not address Roger until they reached his
house, and then bade him enter with him. “White
man,” he said, “the Anahuan merchants wish to
carry you away with them to their own country,
and have offered in exchange sundry slaves and
articles of merchandise. I would not have parted
with you, and have told them, indeed, that you
were no slave of mine to sell as I chose, but a
stranger who had come to visit me from I know not
where ; and have also told them that if you go with
them it must be of your own free choice, for that mis-
fortune might fall upon my people did I treat you
with aught but honor. It 1s, then, for you to decide.
G You know that I wish well to you and hold you in
| great esteem, deeming that your visit here will give
prosperity as well as honor to Tabasco; but there
. are those among my people who are foolish and
headstrong, and who view your coming with suspi-

, cion. The priests, too, are unfavorably disposed
toward you, and have long urged that you would
make a most acceptable sacrifice to the gods. So
far I bave withstood them, but T am old and cannot

! look to live long, and after I have gone your ene-
mies would assuredly have their way ; therefore I
think it is for your good that you should go with
these merchants.”

The cacique was speaking the truth, but not the
whole truth. The merchants had offered in slaves
and goods an amount which had excited his cupid-
ity ; and he was, moreover, glad to be rid of the
presence of one who was the cause of constant dis

ute and trouble in his counc t the same time

e still believed in the supernatural powers of his
visitor, and was afraid thatif the latter went against
his will, he might invoke all sorts of ills and misfor-

ﬁ
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tunes upon Tabasco. e was much relieved, then,
when Roger replied that he was willing to go with
the merchants.

“T have seen,” he said, “that my presence here
is unwelcome to many, and that I was the cause of
trouble. I know, too, cacique, that you have be-
friended me to the utmost, while many others have
been against me. I am willing, then, to depart.”

Great was the grief of Malinche when she learned
from Roger that he was to go with the Anahuans.

“Could not my lord take me with him? she
asked presently as her sobs lessened in violence.

T shall be but a slave myself, Malinche.”,

«Tf you ask the cacique he will let me go with
you. I am but of little value to him.”

Roger did not answer for some minutes ; he would
have been glad, indeed, to have had Malinche—who
had been his companion and friend, and whom he
regarded almost as a sister—with him, but there
were many things to be considered. He might be
well received in this new country, but he might be
ificed to these gods of theirs; and in that case
inche might share his fate—as she said that even
women were offered up. Even if well received he
might not be able to have Malinche with him. Be-
sides, of course he did not want her as an attendant,
and in what other capacity could she go ? If he got
into trouble and had to try to escape from their
land, he might not be able to carry her off too. If
they were separated what was to become of her?
She could not go to the mother who had sold heras
a slave. Noj; certainly, he decided, he must go
without her.

“ Malinche,” he said, after a long silence, “it can-
not be. There is no saying what my fate may be
among your people. I 'may be offered up to those
terrible gods you told me of. I may be treated as
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aslave. There is no saying what might happen.
At any rate, I shall be unable toafford you any pro-
tection. Were we separated, as it is almost certain
we should be, where could you go, or what would
become of you? Besides, how in any case could we
keep together? 1 could not have you as a slave,
even if I wanted to do so, in your own country;
and how else could you go with me? If you like,
I will ask the cacique for your freedom, so that yon
might travel back to your own country with the
merchants ?”

The girl shook her head. “I have no friends
there now,” she said ; “ where should I go?”

“That is just what T am saying, Malinche. There
is nowhere  for you to go except with me; and

do not see how you can go with me. If you
do not like this, I will promise you that if things
turn out well with me in_your country, I will send
by the next merchants who come here, and buy you
from the cacique, and find friends fo: u there and
place you with them.”

“You would have wives there,” the girl said pas-
sionately ; “and you would never think any more
of me.”

Roger burst into a loud laugh.

«Why, Malinche, T am only a boy! I am not
yet eighteen ; and in my country we do not think
of taking wives until we are eight or ten years older
than that. Itisa serious thing with us, for each
man has only one wife ; and it behooves him, there-
fore, to be very careful in making his choice. I
hope long before it comes to my time for thinking
of marriage to be back in my own country and among
my own people. If I were to marry here how could
T over think of going away? I could not go and
leave a wife behind me. 1 could not take her away
with me, because she would never be happy among
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a strange people, any more than I should be happy
if I lived here. No, no, Malinche, there is no fear
of my marrying any more than there is of my for-
getting you. You can trust me. If I live and do
well in your country I will send for you ; and I will
tell your people that you have been as a sister to
me, and will see that this mother of yours does you
justice, and that you shall come to your own again,
and you shall marry some cacique of your own
choice. If you do not hear from me you will know
that things have gone badly with me, and that either
I have been sacrificed to your gods or that I am
held as a slave and have no power whatever to help
you.”

" Malinche said no more; her dark eyes were full
of tears, but with the habit of submission natural to
Mexican women, she simply took Roger’s hand and
placed it against her forehead. “Malinche will
wait,” she said, and then hurried from the room.

Before leaving, Roger gave Malinche several of
the handsomest of the bracelets and necklaces that
had been bestowed on him in the first flush of his
popularity at Tabasco, and gave presents also to
the old woman. The two girls wept bitterly when
he said good-by to them, and Roger himself had to
fight hard to restrain his tears.

“It is as bad,” be said to himself, “as it was say-
ing good-by to Dorothy and Agnes. Color does
not matter much, after all. Malinche is just as
good and kind as if she were white.”

The cacique himself conducted Roger to the
Anahuac encampment. He had that morning made
him various presents of robes and mantles, for he
was very desirous that his visitor should part in
good-will from him; and he again impressed upon
him the fact that he only parted with him because
he felt that he could not protect him from the ill-
will of some of his people.
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. The merchants made no secret of their satisfac-
tion as soon as they had handed to the cacique the
goods and slaves they had agreed to give in ex-
change for Roger. They had, like the cacique,
El'etended to be indifferent as to the bargain, and
ad haggled with him over the terms of the pur-
chase. _ But both parties were equally desirous of
concluding the agreement ; and while the cacique
considered that he was making an excellent bargain
for the visitor who had voluntarily placed himself
in his hands, the merchants were still more de-
lighted.

In the first place, the Mexicans were, as Malinche
had told Roger, looking for the arrival of Quetz
coatl, or of a white descendant of his from the sea;
and if Roger were to tarn out to be the expected
god, the honor which would fall upon them i
producer would be great indeed. But even should
this not prove so, they would gain great credit, to
sy nothing of profit, by bringing home so singular
a
by

eing, who would either be received in high honor
y tl

he king or would be one of the most acceptable
sacrifices ever offered to the gods. As soon, there-

ve, as the cacique bad left they addressed’ Roger
in terms of high respect and presented to him some
of their most handsome feather robes, tiaras with
plumes, ornaments, and arms. ;)

To their stupefaction Roger replied in their own
language, and as they were in ignorance that the
cacique possessed a country-woman of their own
among his slaves, they regarded this as a miracle of
the most singular kind, and as an indisputable proof
of the supernatural nature of their visitant. It was
true that he did not speak as a native, but Quetzal-
coatl himself might well have forgotten somewhat
of his own language in his hundreds of years of
absence from Mexico. The large tent was at
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once placed at Roger's disposal, the merchants
contenting themselves with a smaller one raised
beside it. A number of slaves were told off to at-
tend upon him, and his meals were served with the
greatest Lut,nmuy and deference.

That night, as’ Roger lay upon the soft pile of
quilted rugs prepared for Lim, his mind was sorely
troubled as to his position. Was he right in allow-
ing them to deceive themselves into a belief that he
wasa supernatural being ? Ought he notrather to tell
them that all these gods they worshiped were false,
and that there was-but one true God, he who was
worshiped by the white men? Thinking it over
in every way, he concluded at last that there was
no necessity for him at present to undeceive the
Anahuans :he would do no good by doing so, and
would insure his own destruction. He resolved,
however, that nothing should induce him to pay
honor to their gods or to take any part in their
bloody sacrifices.

“They can kill me if they will,” he said; “but I
am not going to be false to my religion. If they
should not kill me I may-be able in time to persuade
them that their gods are false ; but for the present
it, would be madness to try to do so. From what
Malinche said they are devoted to their religion,
and the priests are all-powerful. If I am to do any
good, therefore, it must be done gradually. What
should we think at home if an Indian were to
arrive and to try and teach us that our God was a
false one? ‘Why, he would be burned at the stake in
no time. And ome cannot expect that these
Indians would be more patient in such a matter
than we should. When the Spaniards come they
will doubtless overthrow their gods and force them
to be Chui; 1smans, just as they have the peoples in
the islands.”
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The next morning, early, the tents were pulled
down, the slaves loaded up with what merchandise
remained unsold, with the tents and provisions for
the journey, and the caravan started for the west.
A party of the soldiers marched first ; then came the
merchants with Roger and a small guard of armed
men ; they were followed by the slaves, and another
body of troops brought up the rear. For six days
they passed through a country more or less culti-
vated, with villages scattered about. One of these
was always chosen for their stopping-place, and
Roger admired the regularity and order with which
the encampment was formed, and the good conduct,
observed in the dealings with the people.

Provisions were obtained by barter, and the in-
habitants mingled fearlessly with the trading party.
He remarked on this to the merchants, who replied
that it was always their custom to keep on the most
friendly terms with the people.

““Our caravans,” they said, “ visit all the countries
round our own, and did one of them ill-treat the
natives, the others would suffer for it. Therefore
we are always particular to give them no cause for
dissatisfaction. The empire is extensive, and many
parts of it are but newly conquered, therefore we
should be gravely blamed were we to embroil our-
selves with its neighbors, until the king desired to
carry his arms in that direction. Sometimes we
have trouble. We were with a party who, a few

ears back, were attacked of the people of Ayotlan.

e saw that trouble was coming and fortified our
camp; and for four years carried on war with the
town, and in the end captured it. But this was
forced upon us, and we had the approval of the
king. All those concerned in the struggle were
permitted to have banners of their own and military
emblems.”
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«How did you supply yourselves with provisions
ann"’?;e“:{"}?\nbl‘}' people were neutral ; that was the
advantage we had from having always treated them
well, while the Cacique of Ayotlan had been a
tyrant and had greatly oppressed them. So they
brought in provisions to us for sale, and we had less
difficulty in that way than the ’Feople of the town.”

At last the villages of the Tabascans were left
behind. For some days the caravans traveled
through a very sparsely po&)ulated country, and
then arrived at a large village, where the Ana-
huac language was spoken.

“We are now in the country of the king,” the
principal merchant said. “All over it you will find
the same language spoken; for although there are
many people who lived under their own chiefs, and
many of whom have been but lately conﬁuered, the
language is similar, though spoken with differences,
for all the tribes came down from the north and
settled here.”

“ And who dwelt here before they came

“A people called the Toltecs. ~They were a
great people, well instructed in agriculture, great
workers in metals and builders of grand cities.”

“ And what became of them ?”

Tt is not known, but misfortunes came upon
them, famine or disease, and it is said that they
went away to the south. Then came a people
called the Chichemecs, a barbarous people from the.
north, whom we found here when we came. Of us,
the greatest tribe were the Aztecs, who settled on
one side of the great lake and built a city there,
called Tenochtitlan, or sometimes Mexico, from the
great war god Mexitli. Another great tribe were
the Tezcucans, to which we belong ; and our capital
is Tezcuco, on the eastern side of the same lake.

I

gl
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Me‘nw and Tezcuco formed an alliance, and with us

s Tlacopan, a smaller kingdom hard by. [t was
‘wxeed that in all wars one-fifth of the spoil should
go to the Tlacopans, and the rest be divided between
the Aztecs and the Tezeucans. This alliance has
remained unbroken, and together we have con-
quesed all the countries round and from sea to
sea.”

« What sea?” Roger interrupted.

“There is on the west another great sea like this
on the east, which stretches away no man knows
whither ; and between theso two seasall the peoples
save one acknowledge the dominion of Mexico—for
although we are in alliance, the Aztecs have of late
years taken the lead, for they have had very great
monarchs, and are more war-loving than we of
Tezcuco; and our kings and those of Tlacopan
acknowledge the Aztecs to be the leading power, and
give to their king the title of emperor
maintain our own laws and usages. Our king
places the crown upon the head of each new monarch
of Mexico, but we own him to be the chief of our con-
federacy, and the more distant countries that have
but, recently been conquered have been assigned
entirely to the Aztecs, although we have had our
proper sharo in the siaves and spoil taken in the
war.

“ And what is the one state that has not been con-
quered by your confederacy ©”

“Tlascala ; it lies high up among the mountains,
and although but a small state, has maintained its
independence and has several times repulsed the
attacks of our best soldiers.”

Roger thought that Tlascala must be a sort of
Mexican Switzerland.

“It is singular that a small state should have
resisted so long,” he said.
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«They have not been very often attacked,” the
merchant replied ; “ there is little to be got from
them but hard knocks; the country is not fertile,
the cold is too great, and they have only the
necessities of life. ~ Except for slaves and for sacrifice
to the gods, there is nothing to be gained by their
conquest.”

“And you all worship the same gods?” Roger
asked.

« Assuredly,” he said, “although some are
thought more highly of in one kingdom, some in
another. Mexitli—or, as he is generally called,
Huitzilol:)otchli—is of course the greatest every-
where ; but he is worshiped most of all by the
Auztecs. Quetzaleoatl is also greatly worshiped.”

As he spoke the merchant glanced furtively up at
Roger. The lad saw that this was a favorable
opportunity for creating an impression. He smiled
quietly. “Tt is right that he should be,” he said,
“since he taught you all the good things you know,
and was, like myself, white.” This proof of the
great knowledge possessed by the being before him
vastly impressed the Mexican. How could this
strange being know the Mexican tongue and be
acquamted with its gods unless he were one of
them? It had pleased him to assume ignorance of
other matters, but doubtless he was well aware of
everything that had passed in the country since he
left it. Henceforth the respect which he and his
companions paid to Roger was redoubled.

As soon as they had reached the borders of
Mexico, a swift runner had been dispatched to the
nearest post with a message to be sent forward to
the King of Tezcuco, with the tidings of the arrival
of a strange white being in the land, and asking
for instructions as to what was to be done with
bim. In the mean time the merchants told Roger
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that they wished him to abstain from going out
into the various villages and towns at which they
stopped.

“Until we know what are the king’s wishes con-
cerning you it were better that you were not seen.
In the first place, all this country by the coast is
under the Aztec rule, and as soon as you were seen
messages-would be sent forward to Mexico, and the
emperor might desire that so great a wonder should
be sent direct to him; whereas if our own king
sends first for you, you would be his property as it
were, and even Montezuma would not interfere. It
will not be long before an answer arrives, for along
all the roads there are post-houses two leagues apart
from each other. At each of these couriers are
stationed, men trained to run at great speed, and
these carry the dispatches from post to post at the
rate of eight or nine miles an hour.”

“But the messages must get changed where they
have to be given so often ©”

“Not at all,” he said ; ““the couriers know nothing.
of the dispatches they carry.”

“Oh, they are written dispatches ?” Roger said,
Then you' possess the art of writing ”

“ Writing—what is writing ” the merchant asked.

“Tetters are inseribed on paper,” Roger said;
«50 that the person receiving them at a_distance
understands exactly what the one who wrote wished
to say.”

The merchant shook his head.

T know nothing of what you call letters” he
said ; “ we draw pictures on a fabric formed of pre-

ared skins, or of a composition of silk and gum,
ut chiefly on a paper prepared from the leaves of
the aloe, Besides the pictures there are marks,
which are understood to represent certain things.
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These picture dispatches are made in the f o
rolls or books. 1 myself have a slave who isonxl.:;}lx
nitlsuch \\'cirk, amldwho has depicted you and added

a arti tl

'}ezg:;c ox.(’)’u lars, and the roll has been forwarded to
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CHAPTER VIL
A WONDERFUL COUNTRY.

So anxious were the merchants to avoid arriving
at any town of impottance where there would be
an Aztec commander and garrison, until they re-
ceived an answer from Tezcuco, that they traveled
by very slow stages, camping in small villages
where they could obtain water and supplics. Roger
asked many questions of them as to the country,
and learned that the hot and arid soil they were now
crossing extended only about one-third of the dis-
tance to be traversed. Then that they would pass
over a range of lofty mountains offering great diffi-
culties to travel, that the cold was extreme, and
that snow lay almost continuously upon the highest
summits. After crossing this range they would
journey across a_rich country and descend at last
into a most lovely and fertile valley, in which lay
the lake upon which the capitals of the two
countries were situated.

The country they were mow traversing varied
considerably. ~ In some places it consisted of

arched and sandy plains almost free of vegetation.

n others, where the rains were less able to drain
uickly away, were districts of extraordinary
fertility. - Here grew the cocoa, vanilla, indigo, and
aromatic shrubs innumerable, forming thick and
tangled jungles, impervious to the foot of man.
Flowers of gorgeous colors bordered these groves,
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and lofty trees of foliage, altogether strange to
Roger, reared their heads above them. e lad was
delighted with the extraordinary richness of color,
and the variety of the foliage, but he would have
enjoyed it more had it not been for the intense heat
of the sun and the closeness of the air.

They crossed several large streams. The slaves
cnt down the great rushes which bordered them,
and tying these together in bundles formed rafts,
upon which four or five at a time were ferried over.
Roger learned that the principal road from the
coast ran from Cempoalla, a large town near the
sea, but that this lay a long distance to the north,
and that the route they were traveling ran nearly
due west to Tepeaca, and thence northwest to
Pueblo, after which the towns lay thickly all the
way to the lake. As far as Roger could learn, the
distance from the coast which they had lately been
following to Mexico was by this route about three
hundred miles.

On the fifth day after the messenger had been
dispatched, a courier ran into the camp just as the
caravan was about to start, and handed to the chief
merchant what looked to Roger like a portfolio.
This, indeed, was something of its character; it con-
sisted of two thin boards, within which was a sheet
of paper. It contained a number of paintings and
signs of which Roger could make nocllin% but the
merchants informed him that it expressed the satis-
faction of the King of Tezcuco at the news that had
been sent him of the arrival of a strange white per-
sonage in the land ; that the priests would consult
the auguries and decide whether it boded well or
ill for the country ; and in the mean time that they
were to journey on to Tepeaca, where they would
be met by an envoy charged to receive the white
stranger and to conduct him to Tezeuco.

BT ——
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The merchants themselves were only able to gather
the general contents of this picture dispatch, but
the slave who had drawn the one sent forward
interpreted every sign and color, for Roger found
that colors as well as signs had their meaning. He
learned from the merchants that this picture-writing
was a science in itself, and that it needed years of
instruction and labor to acquire it. In every town
and village there were certain persons skilled in
the art, so that messages of all kinds could be sent
to the capital and orders and instructions received.
The national archives were entirely written in this
manner, and in the temples were immense stores of
these documents, affording information of ever;
event of interest, however minute, in the history of
the people.

The caravan now pushed on rapidly. After trav-
eling, as Roger calculated, nearly a hundred miles
from the sea, the ground began fo rise rapidly, and

7,

in a single day the change in temperature was ver,
marked. Roger felt the sense of lessness and
oppression which had weighed upon him while cross-
ing the low country pass away as if by magic, and it
seemed to him that he was again breathing the air
of Devonshire. The vegetation had greatly changed ;
the vanilla, cocoa, and indigo had disappeared, and
trees totally different from those of the plain met
is eye.
Ar?onher day’s march, and they were four thou-
sand feet above the sea. Here everything was
reen and bright, showing that rain constantly fell.
troves of a tree of rich foliage, which was, the mer-
chant told him, the liquid amber tree, grew near the
road, while on both sides lofty mountains rose pre-
cipitously to a great height, their summits being
clothed in snow.
Some of these, he heard, had in times past burned
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with terrible fires, and vast quantities of melted rock
flowed over the country, carrying destruction in its
course. In many cases the road was a mere track,
winding along the side of these mountains, with
precipices yawning below. A day’s march throngh
the mountains brought them into a lofty platean
some seven thousand feet above thesea. Here were
wide-spreading forests of trees, which Roger recog-
nized as large oaks and cypress. Around the wil-
lages were clearings, and whereas in the plains be-
low maize was chiefly cultivated, the largest propor-
tion of the fields here was devoted to plantations
of the aloe or maquey.

Here, even at midday, the temperature was not
too hot to bepleasant, while at night the cold was
great, and Roger was glad to pile the thick quilted
rugs over him.

After traversing this plateau for some distance
they came upon another range of hills, far loftier
than those they had before cros sed and vastly higher
than anything Roger had ever before bebeld in his
travels.” These mountains were, the merchant told
him, the Cordilleras; they extended from unknown
regions in the north through Anahuac to the
south. The snow never melted upon the summits,
and several of the highest of these were terrible
volcanoes, whose eruptions were dreaded by the
whole nation.

“Sometimes before these commenced,” the mer-
chant said, “ the earth trembled and shook so that.
men could scarce stand upon it, houses were thrown.
down, and terrible destruction of life and property
took place. Fortunately these are rare occurrences;
but several of them have taken place since the
}t]in]e_,when the Aztecs first established themselves

ere.

The passage through this range was attended
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with real hardship. Roger, accustomed to our
English winter only in the mild climate of South
Devonshire, felt the cold to be severe; but the
natives suffered far more, and the merchants con-
tinued their march right through one night, for the
labor of carrying their burdens kept the blood of
the thinly clad slaves in motion, whereas if they
had halted many would have succumbed to the cold.
At last the path began to descend, and soon after
daybreak, as the road crossed a shoulder of the hill,
they saw a plateau similar to that they had left
stretching out below them as far as the eye could
reach. Even at the height at which they were
standing, Roger could see that it was densely
populated. Villages were scattered thickly, and
the forest was restricted to patches here and there,
the greater portion of the land being under cultiva-
tion.
Directly in front rose the lofty buildings and
temples of a town of considerable size ; seen through
the clear mountain air it seemed but three or four
miles away, and Roger had difficulty in believing
the merchants when they assured him that it was
fully twenty. This was Tepeaca. The slaves,
wearied as they were, quickened, their pace, and
in two hours they emerged from the mountain
orges on to the temperate plateau. Here they
Ealte(l for some hours near a post-house, a courier
being sent on to Tepeaca to inform the king’s envoys
that they had arrived thus far, and to ask whether
they should proceed at noon, when the slaves had
rested, or make their entry into the town in the
morning.

In aﬁime over four hours the answer was re-
ceived : the merchants were directed to wait where
they were until three hours after noon, then to
move forward until they arrived within eight miles
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of the town and then to halt for the night, and to
start again at sunrise next morning. Roger was as
glad as were the slaves that he had not another.
fifteen miles’ march before him, for the journey had
been a most fatigning one. He thought that the
absolute distance traversed did not exceed thirty
miles, but owing to the difficulties of the road and
the care that had to be taken in traversing it at
night, even with the assistance of the torches carried
by the soldiers of the caravan, it bad taken them
twenty hours, including occasional halts, to perform
the journey. An abundance of food was brought.
in by the neighboring villagers, and the merchants
issued an extra supply of cocoa to the slaves; and
when the march was resumed late in the afternoon
the latter had completely recovered from their
fatigue.

After a march of little more than two hours’
duration the caravan halted for the night and re-
sumed its journey at daybreak. The merchants had
presented Roger with a mantle more highly dec-
orated than that which he had before worn, and
with some rich plumes of feathers for his head, and
seeing that they wished him to make as brave a
show as possiblé, he put on some of the gold neck-
laces and bracelets he had received at Tabasco. The
caravan was formed up in military order, the
standards of the traders being displayed at the head
of the column. The porters were placed four
abreast, and the soldiers who marched on either
side were ordered to see that they kept their ranks.

The merchants had put on ‘their handsomest
mantles, and e hing was done to show off the’
procession to the hey approached Tepeaca
the road was lined with people, the news of the ap-
proach of the wonderful white man having spread
rapidly. As Roger passed they bowed to the ground
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with the same respect that they paid to their own
chiefs. He fully came up to their expectations, for
not only was the whiteness of his'skin and the color
of his hair wonderful to them, but he stood many
inches higher than the merchants who walked by
his side, for Roger had now attained his full height
—although but a few months past seventeen—and
stood six feet two in the thin sandals that he wore.
He was as yet far from the width that he would at-
tain in another five or six years, but looked broad
and massive as compared with the slight frames of
the Mexicans.

‘When within a quarter of a mile of the gates of
the town a_procession was seen approaching from
it at its head were two nobles, whose appearance
far exceeded anything Roger had hitherto seen.
They wore cuirasses formed of thin plates of gold,
and over these mantles of gorgeous feather-work.
On_the head of one was a helmet of wood fashioned
to represent the head of the puma, or Mexican
lion ; the other wore a helmet of silver, above which
was a cluster of variegated feathers sprinkled with

recious stones. They wore heavy collars, brace-
ets, and earrings of gold and precious stones ; beside
them were borne their banners, richly embroidered
with gold and feather-work, while behind them
were a body of soldiers in close vests of quilted
cotton and a train of slaves.

The merchants bowed low as the nobles ap-
proached. The latter paused for a moment as they
came near to Roger, and then saluted him by
touching the ground with their hands and then
carrying them to their heads. Roger did the same.
In the mean time several attendants round the nobles
were filling the air with incense from censers which
they bore.

«The King of Tezcuco has sent us to welcome
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you,” one of the nobles said; “he lon%s to see the
white stranger who has arrived in our land.”

“I have heard of the greatness of the king”
Roger replied, “and desire to look upon him. T
have come from a great distance beyond the sea to
see for myself the greatness of the Anahuac king-
doms, and am glad to meet two of its great nobles.”

The Mexicans were not surprised at Roger under-
standing their language and replying in it, for the
dispatches had already acquainted the king with the
fact that the white stranger could converse in their
language. There had been an animated debate at
the royal council at Tezcuco when the news of his.
coming had arrived. Some were of opinion that it
was an evil omen, for there was a prophecy exisk
ing among them that white strangers would coms
from beyond the seas and overthrow the Aztec
power ; but, upon the other hand, it was pointed
out that this could only refer to a large body of
men, and that as this stranger came alone it was
far more probable that he was either Quetzalcoatl
himself or one of his descendants, and that he came
in a spirit of good-will. If he were a man, one man
could do nothing to shake the Aztec power; if he
were a god he could work evil to the whole country
whether he remained on the seashore or advanced
to the capital ; and it was far better to propitiate
him with gifts than to anger him with opposition.

Some slaves next brought forward some delicately
vrought mats and laid upon them the various
cles they bad brought. A shield, helmet, and a

ss, all with embossed plates and ornaments of
gold; a collar and bracelets of the same metal;
sandals and fans ; crests of variegated feathers, in-
termingled with gold and silk thread, sprinkled
with pearls and precious stones; imitations of
birds and animals 1n cast and wrought gold and

.

Ll e
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silver, of exquisite workmanship ; curtains, cover-
lets, and robes of cotton as fine as silk, of rich and
various colors, interwoven with feather-work so
finely wrought that it resembled the delicacy of
painting.

Roger was astonished at the richness and variety
of these goods, and as he viewed them muttered to
himself: “If I were but back in Plymouth with
these, my Cousin Mercy and Dorothy and Agnes
would open their eyes indeed. I wish to goodness
1 had something to'send back to the king. ~ One of
the cannon from the Swan, with a supply of
ammunition and bullets, would have astonished him.
However, as it is, I suppose that I must make the
best of it.”

When the goods were all displayed Roger ad-
dressed the ambassadors, saying how great was
the pleasure that the gifts afforded him. Not, he
said, because he desired gold or jewels or articles of
Tuxury, but because they were proofs of the good-
will of the king and of the mightiness of his power.
“Will you convey my earnest thanks to him for
these presents, and say that I regret deeply that T
have come to his country empty-handed and have
naught to send him in return, but that there are
reasons why I could not bring aught with me from
the place far across the seas from which I came?
There are many strange and wonderful things
there. People move across the water in floating
castles as big as your temples; they ride on great
animals which carry them with the speed of the
wind; when they fight they use weapons which
twenty men could not lift, which make a noise like
thunder and destroy their foes at two or three
miles’ distance. Buf I was not permitted to bring
at present any of these wonders from the far-distant
country. I wanted to come myself, and I have




132 BY RIGHT OF CONQUEST.

come ; but, as I have said, [ had to come alone and
empty- handed. In time these wonderful things
will be bmuﬂhL to your shores, but the time hasnot
come y

Thu noblos listened with respectful attention. It
seemed to them probable enough that a super-
natural personage might convey himself vast dis-
tances through the air, but that he could not burden
bimself with mortal dm\l\'\nces-—xf, indeed, such
things were the work of merely mortal men.

“T could bring with me,” Roger went on, “but.
one small specimen of the metal most used in that
distant country.”

Then the merchants advanced and handed to
Roger his knife, which they had purchased of the
Cacique of Tabasco in exchange for two accom-
plished slaves, and he presented it to the nobles.

“You see it is a metal of emnmdmary hardness.
Swords made of it will cut through a man’s head to
the chin. No arrows or spears will penetrate
armor made of it ; it can be beaten into all shapes
when hot ; the weapons of which I spoke to youare
constructed of it, and it is now used in the arts in
manufacture and for domestic purposes, as well as
for armor and weapons. So common is it that,as
you see, the handle is made only of rough horn,
which shows you that it is such a one as is com-
monly used and is prized but little. It may be that
such a metal is found in your country, though as
yet you know it not, for in its natural state it is but.
a stone like others, although greater in weights
and if so, I may be per ‘mitted some day to instruct
you in Llle methods of worl l-ung it

The nobles were greatly impressed with  this
speech. Quetzalcoatl ‘had instructed the Mexicans
in all the arts that they possessed, and this hint

that their visitor might bestow upon them the
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knowledge of this new and most valuable metal
seemed. a fresh proof of his relationship to the
white god whose return had been so long expected
‘and longed for. They now begged him to enter
the city, and a party of their slaves took up the gifts
and ranged themselves behind him. The Mexican
troops fell in on either side and prevented the
crowd from pressing in upon them ; and then accom-
Eanied by the twonobles and followed immediately

y the merchants Roger headed the procession as
it again set forward.

As he entered the town Roger saw that it was
vastly in advance of Tabasco. The walls were of
stone, strong and massive ; the streets were wide and
straight, bordered by well built-houses with flat
roofs, upon which great numbers of people were
assembled. These uttered cries of welcome as he
came along and threw down wreaths of flowers.
The Aztee governor, with a strong guard of soldiers,
met them in a large square in the center of the
town, and in the name of the Emperor Montezuma
welcomed Roger and presented him with gifts of
even greater value than those sent by the King of
Tezcuco, saying that his master hoped that he
would pay a visit to his capital as well as to that of
the neigiboring sovereign.

Roger replied suitably and the procession then
took its way to a large house that had been
assigned to the visitor. ere a banquet was served
in grand style, the governor and the two ambassa-
dors alone taking their seats with him. The meal
was served up on golden dishes, and pulgue was
handed round in goblets of the same metal, by
white-robed slaves.  Strains of music rose in the

air, the performers being stationed in an adjoining
apartment. The music was unlike anything” Roger
had ever before heard, and seemed to him to be of
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a plaintive nature. With the exception of the
fruits the dishes served were all strange to him,
and he was unable even to guess at their natare,
Among them was a large bird, which Roger judged
to be either a swan or a peacock, but which he was
informed was a turkey, a bird common in the coun-
try, but of which he had never before heard.

There were other sorts of game, and all these
were prepared with delicate sauces and seasonings.
There were a large number of various confections
and pastry and a great variety of vegetables and
frui Tnder the dishes of meats small fires of
charcoal were burning in order to keep them hot.
The table was ornamented with vases of silver and
gold of delicate workmanship, and the confections
were eaten with spoons made of gold or silver or of
tortoise-shell. Several varieties of pulgue, flavored 5
with sweets and acids, were handed, as also choco-
late flavored with vanilla and other spices.

When the viands were removed slaves brought
round, as they had done before the meal n,
basins of water and soft cotton towels, and each of
those present washed his hands and face. Then a
surprise even greater than those which had preceded
it awaited Roger. Two attendants brought round
waiters, upon_one of which was placed a pile of & .
substance which looked to Roger as if it were the :
leaves of some vegetable broken into small pieces, 3

also a gold box containing a brown dust. On the E
other tray were placed a variety of instraments of
whose use Roger wa . They were small
tubes inserted into bowls of gold or silver, and in
addition to these were some things that looked like
yellowish-brown ks of two or three inches in
length, with tubes into which they fitted. 5

These trays were first handed to Roger, who, 3
after examining their contents, turned to the noble:
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next to him and said : “ T know not what these may
be or how they are used. They are not in use in
the country from which I come.”

The noble looked surprised. It is yetl,” he said,
‘““and is good for soothing the nerves and preparin,
for the siesta, besides being very pleasant. Aﬁ
these are made from the same leaf)” and he touched
the short sticks, the heap of broken leaves, and the

owder. “This powder we apply to the nose,” and

e and his companions took a pinch from the box
and thrust it into their nosm}& Roger followed
their example, but a pungent odor brought the tears
into his eyes, and in another moment he was seized
with a violent fit of sneezing, from which he was
some time before he recovered.

“You will get over this in time,” the noble said
gravely, but with a slight smile ; * this effect is only
experienced when the herb is first used.”

uch as Roger had been astonished by the effect

of the powder, he was still more surprised at the use
to which the broken leaf and the httle sticks were
ut. Two of the Mexicans filled the small bowls
with the leaf, while the other took one of the tubes
holding a small stick. An attendant then approached
with a small piece of wood on fire; this was applied
first to the stick and then to the small bowls, and
to Roger’s stupefaction great clouds of smolke at
once issued from the mouths of the three Mexicans.
Had it not been that, from the tranquil expression
of their faces, he saw that this was the regular
course of events, he would have thought that some
accident had ocourred, and that the Mexicans had
in some mysterious way taken fire in the interior.
He remained silent for a minute or two, and then
asked: “Do you like it? Is it really pleasant to

u
«Tt is, indeed,” the governor said. “ This herb is




136 BY RIGHT OF CONQUEST.

largely used ; its effect is to produce a feeling of
repose and contentment. You will get to like it in
time.”

“Possibly T may,” Roger replied, “although at
present that hardly seems probable.”

The music now struck up a more lively air. Pres-
ently a number of young men and women, who had
been feasting in another apartment, came in and
performed several graceful dances to the accom-
paniment of the music ; singing, as they did so,a
sort of chant, which reminded Roger of those he had
50 often heard in the churches at home.

When all was over the ambassadors withdrew,
saying that doubtless their guest would wish to en-
joy a siesta during the heat of the day. Some
slaves led the way into another apartment in which
was a couch heaped with soft rugs, and here Roger
threw himself down.

“Was there ever an English boy in so strange a
strait as mine #” he said to himself. *What an ex-
traordinary people! Gold seems as plentiful with
them as common pottery with us; and as to the
magnificence of their dresses, I verily believe that
the court of King Harry would make but a poor
show beside them. ~ If I could land at Plymouth to-
morrow with all the presents I have received to-day
T should be a rich man. Here they are valueless.
I received presents at first at Tabasco, and yet had I
remained there a month longer I should have been
sacrificed to those cruel gods of theirs. These pres-
ents mean really nothing to me; they seem magnifi-
cent, but gold is so common here that it is no more
than if at home one presented a man with necklaces
of. glass and some woolen cloths. It is a mark of
civility, but that is all.  When I get there the priest
will be inquiring into my religion, and when they
see that I pay no honor to their gods they will be
sure to raise a cry against me.
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“Malinche was telling me that every year some
sppclal prisoner is chosen for sacrifice, and is treated
with great honor and has every luxury until the
time comes, and then they put him "to death.
Brutes! T have no doubs they will consider that
from my very rarity I shall make a specially ac-
ceptable sacrifice. I wish I was back on the Hoe
again. Cousin Diggory and Mistress Mercy and
the girls little think into what a horrible fix I have
fallen—alone among a strange people, who breathe
smoke out of their mouths, and load me with rich
%esents one day and may kill me on the next.

ell, when the day comes, I shall try not to dis-
grace my country and religion and _color; but it is
very hard being all alone here. If T had but two or
three of my companions of the Swan with me I
should feel that I could face whatever came; but it
is hard to stand_quite alone, and I am only a boy.
Still they shall find that T can strike a rough blow
or two before I die. They shall not find that it is
a lamb that they are going to sacrifice, but a Dev-
onshire lad with such bone and muscle as one gets
from a life on the sea.

“1t is strange that these people should be so cruel,
they seem so mild and so gentle ; and yet Malinche
says they sacrifice tens of thousands of captives
every year to their gods. They never kill in battle
if they can avoid it, striving only to take their ene-
mies prisoners for this horrible service. I must try
if I can to make friends among them. The old
Cacique of Tabasco stood by me well, and it may
be that here I may find some like him ; but it will
need a powerful protector indeed to stand against
the priests, who, Malinche says, are far more power-
ful here than in Tabasco.”

Three hours later an attendant came in, and said
that the governor invited his guest to walk with
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him through the town and survey the temples and
other edifices. “Now for it,” Roger said, clinching
his fist. “Now, Roger Hawkshaw, you have got
to show yourself a true man, whatever comes of it.”
He fastened the sword, which was one of the wea
ons with which he had been presented, to his girdle,
and then went out into the great hall from which
all the other apartments opened. The governor
and the two nobles from Tezcuco were awaiting
him. Upon sallying out, Roger found that the
streets were as crowded as when he entered. He
was received with a long quavering cry of welcome
by the women and by a_deeper hum of applause by
the men. All bent to the ground before l;;.im and
his companions, before whom a party of soldiers
moved to clear the way.

“Now we will go first to the great temple,” the
governor said. “It is but small in comparison with
those of the great cities of the valley, but it is a
very holy shrine, and numbers comé from all the
cities round to pay their devotion there on the days
of festival. There are forty temples in the town, on
all of which fire burns night and day; but this is
the largest and holiest of them.”

After passing through several streets, Roger saw
a great hill rising in front of him. Whether it was
the work of man or had a natural hill for its foun-
dation he knew not. It was foursided and pyr-
amidal in form. There were terraces rising one
above the other, supported by stone walls; steps at
the angles led from one terrace to another, but these
were so placed that any one mounting had to pass
right along the terrace round the pyramid before he
arrived at the steps leading to that above. The top
of the pyramid seemed to be cut off, leaving an area
of, as far as hé could judge, some fifty feet square.
Smoke ascended from the summit, where, as Ma-~
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linche had told him, fire always burns before the
altar in its center. Just before reaching the foot
of the pyramid the governor pointed to a building
of considerable size.

“Here you will see,” he said, leading Roger
toward a great gateway, “ how well the god has
been honored.”

As he neared the gateway Roger saw that the
building was well-nigh filled with an immense pile,
carefally built up of what at first appeared to him
cannon-balls, only of larger size than any he had
seen piled in the batteries of Plymouth, and of a
white color. Then the thought struck him they
were great turnips or some such root, which might
be held sacred to the god; but as he entered the
building the truth flashed across him: the great
pile was composed entirely of human skulls, Koger

ad made up his mind that although he would not

ive way in the slightest in the matter of his faith,

e would yet abstain from shocking the religious
feeling of the natives. After the first involuntary
start at the discovery he silenced his feelings and
asked how many skulls there were in the heap. e
could not, however, understand the reply, as he had
not yet mastered the Aztec method of enumeration,
which was a very complicated one. Roger walked
along one side of the pile, counted the number of
skulls in a line and the number of rows, and then
tried to reckon how many skulls there were.

Roger was not quick at figures, although his
father had_tried hard to teach him to calculate
rapidly, as it was necessary for one who traded and
bought and sold goods of all descriptions to be able
to keep his own figures, or he would otherwise be
forced always to carry a supercargo, as was indeed
the custom in almost all trading ships, for there
were few masters who could read and write, far
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less keep accounts. However, as he found there
were a hundred skulls in each line and ten rows,
and as the heap was nearly square, it was not
a difficult task to arrive at the conclusion that there
must be a hundred thousand skulls in the pile.

This seemed to him beyond belief, and yet he
could arrive at no other conclusion. If a hundred
thousand victims had been offered up in one temple
of this comparatively small city, what must be the
total of men killed throughout the country? The
pile had, no doubt, been a long time in growinF,
perhaps a hundred years; but even_then it would
give a thousand victims yearly in this one temple.
Although it seemed well-nigh impossible to Roger,
it was yet by no means excessive, for according to
the accounts of all historians, Mexican and Spanish,
the number of victims slain annually on the altars
of Mexico amounted to from twenty-five to fifty
thousand.

“The god has good reason to be pleased,” the
Aztec ambassador, who was watching Roger’s face
closely, remarked.

#If he is fond of blood and sacrifices, he should
indeed be pleased,” Roger said quietly; * but all gods
do not love slaughter. Quetzalcoatl, your god of
the air, he who loved men and taught them what
they know—such a god would abhor sacrifices of
blood.  Offerings of fruit and flowers, which he
aught men to grow, of the arts in which he in-
ted them, would be vastly more pleasing to
him than human victims.” Roger spoke in a tone
of authority, as if he were sure of what he stated.
“When the white god left your shores there were
no humar sacrifices offered to the gods”—this fact
Roger had learned from Malinche, who had told
him that the custom had been introduced in com-
paratively late years: she said ten generations,
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which he supposed would mean about two hundred
igar’s)—“ and such a custom would be abhorrent to
im.

The Aztec governor looked very grave. It was
to the god of war that these sacrifices were offered,
but the idea that the kindly white god, who stood
next to him in public estimation, might not only
object to be so worshiped himself, but might object
altogether to human sacrifices being offered, was
unpleasant to him; and yet this white stranger
clearly spoke as if he were acquainted with the
mind of Quetzalcoatl. The Tezcucan envoys, on
the other hand, looked pleased. Tezcuco had main-
tained for a long time a nrilder form of worship; her
people were more gentle than the Aztecs and had
only reluctantly and in part adopted the terrible
rites of their formidable neighbors,

“Will you ascend the temple?” the governor
asked. -

“No,” Roger said firmly; “I say not aught

ainst the god of battles; let those who will make
offerings to him. The God of the Air,” and Roger
raised his hand toward the sky, “loves flowers and
fruit and peace and good-will. When he came
down to earth he preached peace and would have
had all men as brothers; and I who follow him
will not bow down at altars where human beings
have been sacrificed.”

The Mexican naturally thought that Roger was
speaking of Quetzalcoatl, and this strange knowl-
edge he possessed of the god and bis ways and
wishes struck him with deep awe. Without making
any further attempt to induce him to ascend the
teocalli, which was the name they gave to their
pyramidal temples, the governor led the way back
to the palace.

The next morning Roger started with the Tezcu-
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can envoys on his journey. They informed him on
the way that the Aztec governor had on the
previous evening dispatched an officer of high rank:
to Mexico, to give the emperor the full details of
the conversation and sayings of the strange visitor:
for the dispatches were  available only for sending
news of facts and occurrences, and could not be used
as mediums for conveying thought. *Montezuma
is mild and gentle in his disposition, and quite unlike
his two predecebsms, who were mighty warriors;
and doubtless in his heart he will welcome the
words you said yesterday concerning Quetzalcoatl.
But he is swayed wholly by the urlests, and such
sentiments will not be avleeable to them, for sacri-
fices are forever going on at the teocalli. At the
dedication of the great temple for Huitzilopotehli,
just thirty years ago, seventy thousand captives were
put to death.”

“They must have been miserable creatures,”
Roger said indignantly, * to have submitted tamely:
to such a hle, they might at least have rnshad
upon their guards, however numerous, and
fighting.”

Rovel said little more during that day’s journey.
The admiration he had at first felt for the arts nncl
civilization of these people had been succeeded b;
feeling of abhorrence. He had heard from n-
linche that all victims sacrificed to the gods were
afterward cooked and eaten, and nlthough he had
scarcely believed the girl in splte of her solemn as-
surances, he could now, after seeing the vast pile of
human sl‘ulla, quite belleve that it was true.
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OHAPTER VIIL
AT TEZOUCO.

In each city through which they passed, and
several of these were of vastly greater size and im-
portance than Tepeaca, Roger was received with the
same welcome and rejoicings that had greeted him
there. The houses were decorated with flowers and
garlands, dense crowds lined the streets, processions
came out to meet him, banquets were given in his
honor, and everything seemed gay and joyous. But
Roger was low" and depressed; to him the whole
thing appeared a mockery ; he seemed to see blood
everywhere, and the fact that, as he learned from
the casual remark of one of the envoys, numbers of
victims were offered upon the altars on the evening
before his arrival at each town, in order to please :
the gods and bring about favorable omens, added to
his depression, and he thought that he had better a
thousand times have been drowned with bis father
and friends than be the cause of men being thus
put to death.

It was true that, as he was told, these captives
were reserved for this purpose, and had they not
been slain on that night might have been sacrificed
on the next, but this was a small consolation; it
seemed to him that above the joyful cries of greet-
ing he could hear the screams of agony of the
victims, and to such a pitch was he wrought up
that had he seen any whom he could have recog-




144 BY RIGHT OF CONQUEST.

nized as priests, he would have fallen upon them
with his sword. But the priests held aloof from the
gatherings ; they knew not as yet how their chiefs
would regard this stranger, and it was not their
policy to join in welcoming one who might after-
ward be denounced and sacrificed as an enemy of
their religion ; nor upon the other hand would they
commit themselves to hostility to one who might be
held to be a god.

From the summits of the teocallis they looked
down upon the great gatherings, angry that, instead
of as usval figuring in the chief places in the pro-
cession, they were forced to stand aloof. As in
Egypt, the Aztec priests embraced within their order
all the science and learning of the nation ; they
were skilled in the sciences of astrology and divina-
tion, and were divided into numerous ranks and
classes. Those best instructed in music took the
management of the choirs, others arranged festivals
conformably to the calendar, some superintended
the education of the young of both sexes, others had
charge of the hievoglyphic paintings and records
and of the oral traditions, while the rights of sacri-
fice were practiced by the chief dignitaries of tho
order. They were each devoted to the service of
some particular deity, and bad quarters provided
within the spacious precincts of his temple.

Here a certain number were always on duty, and
men living there practiced the stern severity of con-

ipline. Thrice during the day and once
at night they were called to pmyers;theg morti-
fied the flesh by fasting and cruel penance, drawing
blood from their bodies by flagellation or by piercing
themselves with the thorns of thealoe. When their
turn of duty was over, they resided with their wives
and families outside the temples. The great cities
were divided into districts and placed in the charge

"
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of a sort of parochial clergy. These administered
the rites of baptism, confession, and absolution, each
of which strongly resembled that of the Christian
religion.

In baptism the lips and bosom of the infant were
sprinkled with water, and the Lord was implored to
permit the holy drops to wash away the sin that
was given to it before the foundation of the world,
so that the child might be born anew. The secrets
of confession were held inviolable and penances
were laid upon the penitents. There was one pecul-
iarityin the Aztec ceremony of confession, namely,
that the repetition of an offense once atoned for
was deemed inexpiable, and confession was there-
fore made but once in a man’s life, and generally
deferred until a late period of it.

One of the most important duties of the priest-
hood was that of education, to which certain build-
ings were appropriated within the inclosure of the
principal temple of each city. Here the youth of
both sexes of the middle and higher classes were
placed when very young ; the girls being intrusted
to the care of priestesses, for women exercised all
sacerdotal functions except those of sacrifice. In
these institutions the boys were drilled in monastic
discipline ; they decorated the shrines of the gods
with flowers, fed the sacred fires, and took part in
the religious chants and festivals ; those in the higher
schools™ were initiated in the traditionary law,
the mysteries of hieroglyphics, the principles of
government, and in astronomical and natural sci-
ence. The girls were instructed in all feminine em-

loyments, especially in weaving and embroidery.
he discipline, both in male and female schools, was
stern and rigid. The temples were supported by
the revenue from lands bestowed upon them by suc-
cessive princes. These were managed by the priests,
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who were considered as excellent masters, treating
their tenants with liberality and indulgence.
sides this they were entitled to the first Fruits of all
produce, and were constantly receiving rich offer-
ings from the pious. The surplus beyond what was
required for the support of the priests was distrib-
uted in almsamong the poor, charity being strongly
preseribed by the moral code of the nation.

Thus the Aztec religion was a strange mixture of
good and evil. The moral discipline enforced by it
was excellent. Many of its precepts resembled very
closely those of Christianity, and yet the whole was
contaminated by the wholesale sacrifices. It is sup-
posed that this dual religion was the result of the
mixture of two peoples, the mild and gentle tenets
of the Toltecs being adopted by the fierce Aztec in-
vaders, who added to them their own superstitious
and bloody rites. All this, however, was unknown
to Roger at the time ; he saw the dark side of their
religion only, and was ignorant that there underlay
it a system which, in point of morality, love of order
and method, and a Lroad charity, was in no way
inferior to that practiced among Christian nations.

For some reason, of which Roger was ignorant—
but which was doubtless in order to avoid the delays
occasioned by stoppages at large towns, and to push
on the faster toward the capital, where the king
and his counselors were impatient to behold the
white stranger—a détour was made. The towns of
Puebla and Cholula_ were avoided, and the party
pushed on rapidly oss the plateau-land they were
now ascending, where the air was again keen and
piercing. The road passed between two of the
highest mountains in the North American continent,
—the great volcano Popocatepetl, meaning “ the
hill that smokes,” and Iztaccihuatl, or “the white
woman,” so called from the bright robe of snow
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which extended far down its sides. The lower part
of these mountains was covered with dense forests,
above which rock, lava, and ashes extended to the
summit of the crater of the volcano.

At night the party sheltered in one of the stone
buildings, erected by government at intervals alon,
the road for the accommodation of travelers an
couriers. Pushing on the next morning, they came
upon a view which caused an exclamation of surprise
and delight to burst from Roger. At their feet lay
the valley of Mexico with its lakes glistening in the
sunshine, its cultivated plains, and numerous cities
and villages. Stretching away from the point at
which he was standing were forests of oak,
sycamore, and cedar; beyond, fields of yellow
maize and aloe intermingled with orchards and
bright patches of many colors. These were flowers,
which were grown on a very large scale, as they
were used in vast quantities in the religious festivals
and almost universally worn by the women.

In the center of the valley lay the great lakes,
their borders thickly studded with towns and
hamlets. Rising from an island in the center of the
largest of these was the City of Mexico, its great
buildings and lofty teocallis being seen clearly
through the dry atmosphere. The envoys first
pointed out the capital to Roger, and then another

reat city, some distance to the right, as being
%‘ezcuco. Beyond the barrier of dark hills
rose, forming a suitable background to the lovely
prospect.

Upon the road Roger learned much from the
Tezcucan envoys of the character of the king of
their country and of the Emperor Montezuma. The
grandfather of the present king had been the great-
est and most powerful of the Tezcucan princes. In
his youth he had gone through a series of strange
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adventures. Tezcuco had been captured, the people
subjugated by the Tepanecs, and the king killed
when the young prince was but fifteen years old.
The boy himself was thrown into a dungeon, but
escaped and fled to Mexico, and on the intercession
of the king of that city was allowed to return and
to live for eight years quietly in a palace belonging
to the family. When the Tepanec usurper died, his
son Maxtla, who succeeded him, determined to kill
the rightful heir to the throne, but being warned in
time Nezahualcoyotl escaped, and for a long time
wandered about the country, hotly pursued by his
enemiss, who were many times on the edge of
capturing him, but he was always sheltered by the
peasantry. At last the neighboring powers, fearin
the aggression of the Tepanecs, united and route
them. Maxtla was put to death and the lawful
prince placed upon the throne. He showed great
magnanimity, granting a general annesty, and then
set about to remodel the government.

Three departments were formed : the Council of
‘War, the Council of Finance, and the Council of
Justice ; and in each of these bodies a certain
number of citizens were allowed to have seats with
the nobles and state officers. The highest body
was composed of fourteen members, all belonging:
to the highest orders of nobles ; this was called the
Council of State, which aided the king in the dis-
patch of business and advised him in all matters of
importance ; its members had seats provided for
them at the royal table. Lastly there was a
tribunal known as the Council of Music; this was
composed of the bestinstructed persons in the
country, without regard of rank, and was devoted
to the encouragement of all branches of science and
art. All works on these subjects had to be sub-
mitted to them before they could be made public.
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They had the supervision of all the productions of
art and the more delicate fabrics; they decided on
the qualifications of the teachers of the various
branches of science, inquired into the proper per-
formance of their duties, and instituted examinations
of the pupils. The council gave prizes for historical .
composition and poems treating of moral or tradi-
tional topics. It was, in fact, at once a board of
education and a council of science and art. The
kings of the three allied states had seats upon it,
and deliberated with the other members on the
adjudication of the prizes.
hus Tezeuco became the center of the education,
science, and art of Anahuac, and was at this time
the head of the three allied kingdoms. Nezahual-
coyotl greatly encouraged agriculture as well as all
the productive arts. The royal palace and the
edifices of the nobles were magnificent buildings
and were upon an enormous scale, the Spaniards
acknowledging that they surpassed any buildings in
- their own country. Not fied with receiving
the reports of his numerous officers, the monarth
went_frequently in disguise among his people,
listening to their complaints and severely punishing
wrong-doers. Being filled with deep religious feel-
ing, he openly confessed his faith in a God far
reater than the idols of wood and stone worshiped
v his subjects, and_built a great temple which  he
dedicated to the unknown God.
After fifty years’ reign this great monarch died,
and was succeeded by his son Nezahualpilli, who
resembled his father in his tastes, encouraging
learning, especially astronomical studies, and build-

ing magnificent public edifices. e was severe in
his morals and stern in the execution of justice.
In his youth he had been devoted to war, and had
extended the dominion of Tezcuco, but he afterward
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became indolent and spent much of his time in
retirement. His Mexican rival took advanmfe of
this, for the rule of Tezcuco became relaxed
distant provinces revolted, the discipline of the army
became shaken, and Montezuma, partly by force,
partly by fmud possessed himselF of a considerable
ortion of its dominions and assumed the title
itherto held by the Tezcucan princes of em-
peror.

These misfortunes pressed heavily on the spirits
of the king, and their effect was increased by
certain gloomy prognostics of a great calamity
which was shortly to overwhelm the country. His
health rapidly gave way ; he had died but two years
before and had been succeeded by his son Cacama,
the present king, a young prince who was twenty-
two years old when he ascended the throne
after a sanguinary war with an ambitious younger
brother. In 'le Mexico, the office” of
g e and not hurc(htary, It was, in-
deed, «,onhnul to the royal family, but the elective
council, composed of the great nobles and of the
kings of the other two confederate monarchies,

selected the member of that family whom they con-
sidered best qualified to rule.

Roger was greatly impr
of the. government of this strange country. It ap-
peared to him that art and learning were there held
of much higher mnt than they were in England 5
and it seemed more trange to him than ever that 4
people so enlightened conld be guilty of such whole-
sale human ices as those of which he had
heard, and had indeed seen proof ; still more that
they could absolutely feast upon the flesh of these
victims of their cruel superstitions.

Descending into the valley the party avoided as
before the numerous cities in_ the plain.  The
Tezcucans told him that they did so simply because

« with these accounts
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they were anxious to arrive as soon as possible at
the capital; but as Roger learned from them that
the sway of Montezuma yas paramount in this
part of the valley, he thought it probable that they
feaved the Aztecs might take him from their hands
and send him direct to the emperor.

After a long march across a richly cultivated
country they approached the town of Tezcuco just
as evening was closing in. A messenger had gone
on ahead to announce the exact hour at which they
would arrive, and a party of soldiers were stationed
a short distance outside the town to escort them
through the city to the royal palace. They formed
up on either side of the party when they arrived,
and without a pause the caravan kept on its way.
Roger had been astonished at the magnificence of
the houses of the wealthy, scattered for a long dis-
tance round the city, and at the extraordinary
beanty of the gardens with theirshady groves, their
bright, flowers, their fish-ponds and fountains ; but
the splendor of the buildings of the capital surpassed
anything he had before beheld.

ot even in Genoa or Cadiz were there such
stately buildings, while those of London were in-
significant in comparison. The crowd in the streets
were quiet and orderly, and although they looked
with curiosity and interest on the white stranger, of
whose coming they had heard, evinced none of the
enthusiasm with which he had been greeted at
Tepeaca. This was natural enough : the mbabitants
of a capital being accustomed to splendid fites and
festivals are less easily moved than those of a small
provincial town by any unaccustomed events, and are
more restrained in the expression of their feelings.
The dresses of the people were greatly superior to
those he had seen hitherto; they wore over their
shoulders a cloak made of cottons of different
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degrees of fineness, according to the condition of
the wearer. These and the ample sashes worn round
the loins were wrought in rich and elegant figures
and edged with a deep fringe or tassels.

The women went about as freely as the men;
instead of the cloaks, they wore mantles of fur or
gorgeous feather-work. Beneath these were several
skirts or petticoats of different lengths, with highly
ornamented borders. Sometimes loose flowing
robes were worn over these, reaching to the ankles
—those of the upper classes being of very fine
textures and prettily embroidered.” Some of the
women wore veils made of fine thread of the aloe
or that spun from the hair of rabbits and other
animals. Others had their faces entirely exposed,
their dark tresses falling luxuriantly over their
shoulders. These, Roger learned afterward, were
Astecs, the rest of the women of Anahuac mostly
wearing the veil, which was, however, extremely thin
and scarcely concealed the features.

The guards ahead with difficulty cleared the way
through the crowd, until they at last arrived at the
kings's palace, a building of extraordinary splendor.

A number of nobles In gorgeous attire received
the party at the entrance, and passing along a
stately corridor they entered a vast hall. A cornice
of carved stonework covered with thin plates of
gold ran round the walls, and from this dropped
bangings of the most delicately embroidered stuffs.
The roof was of carved cedar; the floor a mosaic of
stone of different colors, so delicately fitted together
that they seemed one. At the further end of the
hall upon a raised da a throne. Upon this
the young king was sitting, while a number of his
counselors and mnobles, together with several
princesses and ladies of the court, were gathered
around him.

‘When Roger approached he bowed low, saluting
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in Mexican fashion. The king rose as he ap-
proached, looking with lively curiosity and interest
at the strange visitor of whom he had already
received so many reports.

Roger, on his part regarded the king with no less
interest. Hesaw before hima young man of twenty-
three or twenty-four with a bright, intelligent face.
His figure showed signs of considerable strength as
well as activity, and there was a certain martial air
in his carriage that spoke of the soldier rather than
of the king.~ The nobles had endeavored to impress
upon Roger the necessity for him to salute the king
by prostrating himself on the ground as they them-
selves did.  But Roger had refused to comply with
their request. “ King Hal himself would not expect,
me to go before him like a worm if he gave me
audience,” he said to himself, “and I will not
demean myself, as an Englishman, to bow as a slave
before any other monarch. Besides, to do so would
be to acknowledge that I was his humble subject,
and would at once show that I have no pretension
whatever to be the superior creature they seem to
consider me. T will salute him as his nobles saluted
me—paying due deference to his rank, and no
more.”

The king himself did not seem displeased at
Roger’s breach of the usual etiquette. y{e looked
with admiration at the tall figure of this strange
white man and at the frank and honest expression
of his pleasant face, his blue eyes, and sunny hair.

£ Wﬁoever he may be, he comes not as an

enemy,” he said in a low voice to his sister, who
was standing next to him. “There is neither
deceit nor treachery in that face.” Then he said
aloud to Roger :

“You are welcome, white stranger. We rejoice
to see you in our court. We have heard wonderful
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stories concerning you and about the people in the
distant lands from which you come, and shall gladly
hear them from your lips, for we are told that you
speak our tongue.

“I thank you, King Cacana, and T am lad
indeed, that it is my vood fortune to behol
great and magnificent a king. T have come, as yon
Rave heard, from a far country toward the rising
sun; so far ‘that it takes many months to traverse
the sea which divides it from you; but had the dis-
tance been far greater than it is, I should have been
more than_repaid for the journey by the sight of
you and of this great city over which you rule.”

« And is it true that your people move about the
sea in floating castles, and that they fight with
weapons that make a noise like ',lmmler, and can
batter down at a distance of two miles?”

“They can kill men at more than that distance,
sire ; but for battering down walls they are used at
shorter distances. The ships are, as you say, float-
ing castles, and will carry hundreds of men with
provisions and stores for many months, besides
merchandise and goods. These castles are armed
with weapons such as you speak of, some of them
carrying twenty or more, besides w. hlch each man
carries @ weapon of the same kind, but small and
light in malke, so that it can be carried on the
shoulders. These w eapons also make a great noise,
though not comparable w: n,h that of the large pieces,
\vhlch are called cannon.

nd they have animals on which they sit, and
\\'hldl carry them at a spoml far greater than that
at which a man can run ¢

“That is so, sire.”

“Of what color are they, and of what form ?’

“They are all colors: some are black and some
white, others brown, or gray, or roan, or bay.”
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This answer seemed to surprise the king more
than any other he had heard. All the beasts and
birds with which be was acquainted were of the
particular color which appertained to their species,
and that the animals of any one kind should thus
differ in so extraordinary degree from each other
struck him as remarkable indeed. Roger had
always been fond of sketching, and had often whiled
away dull hours on board ship with pencil and
paint-brush, and bis cousins 2t home had quite a
collection of sketches that he made for them in
foreign parts. He now said :

“1If your majesty will order that gentleman who
is at present taking my likeness to hand me a sheet
of paper and his brushes, I will endeavor to draw
for your majesty an outline of the animal I speak
of, and which we call a horse.”

At the king’s order the scribe at once handed the
necessary materials to Roger, who in three or four
minutes dashed off a spirited sketch of a horse with
a rider upon his back.  The king was greatly struck
with the representation. The Aztecs possessed the
art of copying objects with a fair amount of ac-
curacy, but the figures were stiff and wooden, with-
out the slightest life or animation. To the king,
then, this little sketch appeared almost supernatural.
Here was before him an animal which looked alive,
as if already in movement. He passed it to those
next to him and continued the conversation :

“ And the men fight on the backs of those ani-
mals ?”

“The nobles and a certain portion of the troops
fight on horseback, the rest of the army on foot.”

“And are not these animals frightened at the
terrible noises made by the weapons you speal of ¢

“They speedily become accustomed to them, your
majesty, just as men do, and will carry their rider

g___—m_ 3
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into the midst of the enemy however great the
noise. Some other time I will draw for your maj-
esty a representation of one of our knights, or
captains, charging in full armor, which is, as you:
have perhaps heard, made of a metal that is not
known here.”

* And these weapons that you speak of are made
of the same metal #”

“They are mostly made of that metal, sire,
though sometimes they are made of a metal which
we call brass, which is a compound of copper and
of another metal called tin, which adds greatly to
its strength and hardness.”

“But how do they work? What machinery can
be used to hurl a missile at so vast a distance

“There is no machinery, sire; the weapon is a
hollow tube of vast strength, closed at one end,
with only a small hele left there by which fire can
be applied; a black powder, composed of various
substances, is placed in the tube and pressed up to
the end, a wad of cotton or other material being
forced down upon it; a large ball made of this
metal, which is called iron, and almost the same
diameter as the tube, is pushed down upon the wad,
and the weapon is pointed at the enemy or at the
wall to be knocked down. Then fire is applied to
the small hole, the powder at once explodes with a
noise like thunder, and the ball is sent through the
air with so great a speed that the eye cannot fol-
low its flight, and all that it strikes goes down
before it.”

g _“Even lunu of these captains on his horse?” the
king asked.

“Fifty of them, sire, were they ranged up in line
one behind the other.”

“Will you be able to teach us to make such
weapons
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““ Your majesty, T have had a share in the using
of these weapons, but not in the making of them,
and they require great skill in their manufacture.
I know not whether ironstone exists in this country,
and were it found it would require a long experi-
ment and great knowledge to manufacture a cannon
from it. As to the powder, it is composed of three
ingredients—one is charcoal, which can be obtained
wherever trees grow; another is called by us salt-
peter; and the third, sulphur; but I cannot say
whether either is found in this land. Nor, your
majesty, do I think that such knowledge, could I
impart it, would be a blessing to the land. On the
contrary, the battles would be far more terrible and
bloody than they now are. Vast numbers would be
slain, and valor and bravery would avail but* little
against these terrible missiles.”

“No,” the king said thoughtfully, “you would
take few prisoners if you fought with such weapons
as these.  You take some prisoners, I suppose ¢”

“Yes, your majesty ; we always take as prisoners
those who ask for mercy

“And what do you do with them ?”

“We treat them honorably and well, as is befit-
ting men who have fought bravely. We exchange
them for men of our own side who have been taken
prisoners by the enemy, or if they are knights or
nobles they pay a ransom according to their rank
to their captor, and so return home.”

«That is good,” the young king said with anima-
tion, “ though it differs altogether from our usages;
but, then, how are their altars of the gods to be
served 2

T believe,” Roger said, “that your majesty’s

andfather erected a temple here to the unknown

od. Itis the unknown God—unknown to you,
but known to us—that the white peoples across the
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e is a good and gentle and loving

sea worship.
sacrifices of blood.”

God, and would abhor
The ki for a minute. The intro-
duction- of fices was a_comparatively
recent innovation in Tezcuco, and although the
Aztecs had lately almost forced their own hideous
rites upon their neighbors, there were many who
were still at heart opposed to them. He turned the
subject by saying: “ There will be much for you to.
tell me when wo have leisure; at present the ban-
quet waits.”
The eighteen months that had elapsed since the
wreck of the Swan had prepared Roger for taking
art in such scenes as those in which he wasat pres-
ent placed. From living so long among natives and
in native costume, he had acquired something of
their manger, hich, unless under strong exite-
ment, quiet and dignified. He had done this
the more because whenever he went out all eyes
had been upon him, and he had felt that it was
] necessary, so far as he could, to support the myste-
rious x»epmv.tmn he €8S e had lost alike
the sailor walk and age, Lbe careless gayety of
a boy, and the roug s of one brought up to life at
sea. He himself only half-conscious of this
transformation, but to one who had seen him last
when he had sailed from Plymouth it would have
appeared absolutely marvelots.
ndoubtedly it impressed both the king and his
nobles most favorably ; and as the party followed
the king and Roger to the banqueting-hall, there
was a chorus of approval of the manners, bearing,
and appearance of the white stranger. The
banquet was similar, but on a vastly vreuer scale,
to that of which an had partaken at Tepeaca.
Mexico contained within comparatively narrow.
limits extreme diversities of climate,” and by
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means of the swift couriers the kings and nobles
could place upon their tables the tropical fruits and
vegetables from the zone of the sea, the temperate
fruits from the lofty platcauland, and the products
of the rich and highly cultivated valley of the
capital.

he twenty counselors sat down at table with
the king, other tables were spread at which the
principal nobles feasted, while the king’s wife and
sister and other ladies dined in the same hall, but
had tables apart. The king abstained from asking
questions of Rogerabout his country during the meal,
but conversed with him concerning his journey and
his impressions of the country, and inquired partic-
ularly whether he was perfectly. satisfied with the
treatment he had received from the merchants.
Roger assured him that nobody could have been
kinder or more courteous than they had been, and
that he hoped his majesty would express his satis-
faction at their conduct.

“That has already been done,” the king sai
“the reports of my envoys were sufficient for tha
They have been raised in rank, have received per-
mission to carry specially decorated banners, with
other privileges and immunities.”

After dinner was over, the king, without waiting
as usual for the smoking and entertainments of
musicians, dancers, and acrobats, rose, saying to
Roger: “T am too anxious to talk with you to take
pleasure in these amusements; come with me
now.”

He led the way to the entrance to the private
apartments; these were inclosed by magnificent
hangings, which were drawn aside by two attend-
ants as he approached them. The walls were here
entirely hidden by hangings and the floor covered
with a thick carpeting of richly dyed cotton stuff;
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the air was heavy with odors of perfumes. The
king led the way to an apartment of considerable
size, although small in comparison to the two great
halls they bad left. Couches of quilted mats,
covered with silken embroidery, extended round the
room, and a general air of comfort as well as luxury.
pervaded it.

From the open windows a view extended over a
lovely garden below, and then across_the lake to
the walls and temples of Mexico, shining in the
moonlight and dotted with innumerable spots of fire
on the summits of the teocallis. The room itself
was lighted with open lamps, in which burned cotton.
wicks imbedded in wax. Cacama clapped his hands,
and a young noble in attendance entered. The
king bade him summon six of his counselors, and tell
the queen and the princess that he awaited them.

In a short time these entered. The pomp and
ceremony of royalty were, to a considerable extent,
laid aside in Tezcuco in the interior of the palace—
the custom there differing much from that which
prevailed at the court of Montezuma, where the
emperor never relaxed in the slightest in exactin
the lowliest and most profound homage from aﬁ
who approached him.

e
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CHAPTER IX.
LIFE IN A PALACE.

“Now,” the young king exclaimed joyously as
soon as the party he had invited had assembled and
the sillk hangings at the entrance of the door had
been closed—“now we can talk at our ease. In the
first place, what can I call you?”

“ My name is Roger Hawkshaw, your majesty.”
The king repeated the name. “Itis two words,”
Roger said. “ With us, people have two names—
the one which is common to all the family, the
other which is given particularly to each person.
The name of my family is Hawkshaw ; my own
name is Roger. Your majesty can call me by either
name or by both.”

Long names were common in Mexico, and Roger
Hawkshaw seemed by no means long to the king.

«Roger Hawkshaw shall be your name in pub-
lic,” he said. *“It has a strange, grand sound and
will impress the people ; but T will call you Roger.
This is my queen and first wife, Maclutha ; this is
my sister, Amenche ; these are two of my oldest and
ablest counselors ; both are great nobles and have
led the armies of my father to vietory ; these four
young men are, as you see, my friends—they are
the sons of four of my chief nobles and have been
brought up with me since we were children. Now
tell us more about yourself and your people.”

The whole party took their seats upon the couches,
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half-sitting, half-reclining. Attendants brought in
cocoa of many different Hayors, confections, and to-
bacco.

Roger took the cocoa, but refused the tobacco.
“We do not know this herb in our country,” he
said.

“That is a grave misfortune for you,” the king
remarked. “Itis known and used by all peoples
that we know of here; it was used by the people
we found here when we came from the far north,
and all the tribes there used it also. First tell me
what induced you to make this long journey across
the sea.”

Roger had been expecting this question, and as
he had already determined that he would in all
matters adhere to the truth, he did not hesitate in
his reply.

“Your majesty will understand that all the white
peoples who dwell on the borders of the sea journey
much in ships, which is the name we give to the
floating castles. We do trade with many peoples;
for example, there is far to the south of us a great
land wholly inhabited by people who are quite
black.”

A general exclamation of astonishment broke
from the party.

“They must be frightful !” the young queen ex-
claimed.

“They are very ugly,” Roger said, “ with very
wide mouths and very thick lips and flat noses ; and
instead of having long, soft hair, they have only a
short, curly sort of black wool on' the top of their
heads.”

“Have you seen them yourself?” asked Cacama
rather gravely.

“I have seen some of them,
“I was ina ship that was attacki

re,” Roger replied.
1 by others manned
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by a people who live on the northern coast of this
land and who are themselves not black, but yellow ;
and tth had with them several of these people of
whom I speak, who were frightful in their ugliness,
but who, to do them justice, l'ouwht bravely, Lhouoh
we manarred at last to beat them off. I pray your
majesty not to doubt, any facts that I may tell you,
for in my country it is considered disgraceful to'lie ;
and however extiaordinary some of the things I may
ay may appear to you, I can assure you that they
w1ll all be absolutely true. They may seem to you
hard to believe, but you must runemhel' that things
which are snannre to us alw. seem \\ondelful
my own countryan for example, would find it
hard to believe that there cnul(l be a people who
took delight in drawing in the smoke of a burning
vegetable and puffing it out again.”
ST will not doubt what you say in future,” Caca-
ma said. “Now continue what you were telling

i The white people are divided into nations, as are
your people on this side of the water. Some, how-
ever, are much more powerful than others. While
in times of peace all the ports of different countries
are open to the ships of the others, there are two
countries that claim the right over great seas, al-
though as yet untraveled and unknown.”

“But how can they clain such a right as that ¥’
one of the two chief counselors asked.

“Partly by the right that they have been the
first to try to make discoveries in those seas;
secondly, because one of these countries is the
strongest at the present time ; and, thirdly, because
they %a\'e been confirmed in their claim by the

ope, who is the chief priest of the religion that is
belitin: osimnon amap all whité people.  To the
Spaniards was assigned lh'lt vast space of water
lying toward the setting sun.”
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“You do not belong to that nation

“No. My country is called England. It is a
great island divided into two kingdoms, of which
ours is the larger.

“«Are your people great fighters ©?

“Yes. We have fought many obstinate wars
with the nation lying on the mainland opposite to
us, and our men have beaten theirs when they have
outnumbered us many-fold ; but at present we are
at peace. We found that while we could beat them
in battle, we could not continue to hold a country
that lay separated from us by the sea.”

“And you are friends with the Spaniards also?"

“Yes.” We have never warred with Spain, and
our king has as his wife a princess of that country.
Trading at Spanish ports, we learned that there was
a ramor among the Spaniards that far to the west
lay a great people possessing vast stores of gold and
riches of all kinds ; and so my father, who was the
captain of one of these floating castles, determined
to sail